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REPORT 

ON   THI 

LOBSTER  FISHERY  OF  CANADA. 


SnBDiAo,  N.B.,  7th  November,  1887. 
To  the  Honorable  (J.  E.  Fostm, 

Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries. 

Sm,--The  CmmiHsionerB  appointed  by  Bis  Ezcelienoy  the  Governor  General  in 
Ooancl.  of  date  4th  July,  1887,  namely.  Me«Hr«.  Edward  Hackett,  of  Tigni^h,  Prin  e 
^unty.  Province  of  Prince  Edward  l«,and,  Chairman;  i.fred  Og  e^of 
Hahfax.  Provnco  of  Nova  Scotia;  W.  B.  Deacon,  of  Shediac,  FiBhery  Oversee;  for 
he  County  of  >Ve,tmoreland.  Province  of  New  Brunawiek.  and  John  HunJrTJvlr 
Inspector  of  Fisheries  for  the  Province  ot  Prince  Edward  island,  to  enq  re  nu> Tnd 
report  upon  the  lobster  and  Oyster  Fisheries  of  the  Atlantic  Maritime  P:ol:e« 
of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  beg  to  report  on  the  subject  of  the  Lobster  Fishery. 

The  Commisaioners  have  taken  pains  to  gather  from  all  available  eourees  in  all 
t      P«,v.nces  such  nformation.  direct  and  indirect,  as  had  a  bearing  on  thHobi^ 
Of  theu-  mission,  and  took  aown  in  writing  the  facta  elicited  by  pe^onally  interview! 
ing  the  mo,e  representative  men.    Part  of  the  evidence  thus  contributed  was  of 
coarae.  irrelevant  or  of  little  value.    The  mass  of  opinion  has,  therefore,  bee'n  sifled 
and  condensed  in.  ••  Precis  of  Evidence  "  as  obtained  in  the  four  Provincea  of  the 
AUantie  seaboard,  namely,  the  lower  south  coast  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  includinir 
the  Magdalen  Wands;  Nova  Scotia,  including  Cape  Breton;  also  the  Provinces  of 
New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island;  all  of  which  evidence  haa  been  trana- 
cnbed  and  is  herewith  submitted  in  Appendices  Nos.  I.  II.  Ill,  IV,  V  and  VI  and  for 
warded  with  this  Beport.  .  »  »aa  v  i  and  for 

THI  LOBSTIB  riSHlRT. 

The  Commissioners  are  duly  impressed  With  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  con- 
fided to  their  enquiry.  They  are  not  ignorant  that  its  immediate  effact  will  be  to 
involve  the  quesUon  of  whether  or  not  over  two  millions  of  dollars  of  returns  from 
•broad  shall,  or  shall  not,  flow  into  Canada  for  three  or  more  years  of  the  immediate 
ftture.  dependent  on  whether,  or  not.  the  lobster  packing  factories  in  Canada  shall 
be  closed,  or  be  allowed  to  continue  fishing.  Appended  are  tables  of  the  lobster  pro- 
duot-inoomplete  prior  to  the  year  1873,  from  abeence  of  blue  bookfl.and  for  the  year 
1887,  beoanae  full  statistics  for  this  year  are  not  yet  made  pnblio.-from  which  may 
be  gathered  at  a  glance  a  fair  idea  of  the  rapid  rise  of  the  Canadian  lobster  packinir 

•iBdastfy.  *^  * 


Table  of  tbo  total  product  of  Oanadian  Lobster  Factories  in  each  year. 
In  the  year  1813  were  packed  in  Canada  4,864,998  one  pound  cans. 
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besides  8,662  tons  exported  alive. 

.-^  S*  **~'*  *!5'f  *lT  "*u*  '^^^^  ^f  ^"7  '?«[«'y  increased  number  of  men,  boati 
and  traps  required  to  take  the  quantities  specified.  '       ^ 

Prince  Edward  Island  shows  about  2,000,000  Mb.  cans  this  vear  iSfiT  u 
against  3,616^80  in  1886.  Over  half  the  factories  shut  down  byTe  ffile  of  JuS 
for  lack  of  lobsters.  ''  * 
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LIVE  hOBSTI*  TRAIlB. 


No?«  S'.otia 

do    »«lue«uIdtoimacki 
Kew  itninswick 


l,9^»»,00Dlbf 


1,944,000  Ibi 


$0,928.00  I  I    '  1^82,000  lbs 


1,800,000  Ib(. 


3,418,000  lbs 


1,120,000  Ibi, 

826,000    '< 

$21,426.00 

6,332,000  Ibi 


3,493,960  Ibf . 

1,718,000    " 
$21,811.00 

8,580,000  lbs. 


the  cofl.tB  of  the  Lower  PrViinoc.irSrw:^^^^^^  ^^''^  <h«  whole  ^ 

nrrcr  part  of  tbe  Bay  of  I'nndy  'ri  or o  co^-  -  ^?J"^»i«'«"dH  and  excepting  the 
sp^cialiv  favored  a  gfcatrr  «bu.d  rrrof  ZMeT^r^lLr^f ''^"^  f ''"''^-  '"  P'«««« 
•verjjj,c,e  alorg  lie  Cnr.d^an  ^tllrt'c,  rrL  rTir  fro«  d'i'  *""*  '^'^  "'T  be  fished 
five*  d,y«  of  a  pivrn  dote  in  (.pr5r«r  amtdh  J^LL  '  "  deeper  water  within  Jorty- 

come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Con^migg  orern  l^bat  nhM.i  o?"  '^^.^  ■°'  •^"'^-  ^^  *»«» 
at  Ar.tuoRti  and  or  the  coasts  of  I  ab,Tor  but  t  h«  «K  I  of  good  size  are  also  found 
the  fishery  from  being  Boccessfnli;  prosecute  "tiore'^'°'"'  "'  ^''^"''  *"»«  ^"''^'^ 

LowJr  rr?vrer;:rr;^;?.eT:ud';o""  fr"^  '^''^  ?•>«  '««>«^"  fi^'^i-K  in  the 
dnction.andthatif  KtrinynTr;;fr^^^^  '•««  »at?ral   p^ 

of  year.,  or  limiting  the  catch"!  I.  varnabirhVbo??Lni*"''ir  P'-?h*''*«ng  for  a  term 

over.fi.hing  on  the  coasts  of  Mai^oanXtSchu«et^«'n^*.'•'  been  the  case  from 
The  followirjy  inhli.  .hr.^    .v        ,  ^"""'^^^"se^s,  soon  become  extinct." 

inthcpro:a;fo?tte:,^:^;i:'^  '-toriee.  plant,  vessels  and  boats,  need 


Ho7a  Scotia 

Uew  Brunswick—  ""* 

168  facturies 

139,256  traps  ....    '   '"* "") 

.  1,000  boata. ;; \ 

Prince  Sdward  Island—" '  ■' 

132  factories 

969  boats " •••  1 

125,000  traps  ..'".".'. ' f 

M^t^Z  ""?  ,®""''  f-ctori'esMdplaiit  ■*■ ■' 

Magdalen  Islands,  18    do    """5'*°^ •••••■ 


Total 


Value 

of 

B'actoriea, 


$ 

171,671 

147,950 
130,000 


Value 
of 

Traps. 


$ 

81,768 

132.603 
100,000 


Steamships, 

iimacks. 

Boats  and 

Punts. 


70,579 


8,000 
7,500 


•Oon.n,lssioner  Duvar  inserts  the  word"^:^^;;;;:::-;;;;^;^^^ 


Totals. 


$ 
324.009 

288,663 

337,600 

92,285 
18,000 

960,347~ 


eJin^T  tables, 

'hut  tbo  ^llj|). 
HlTlOUH  lilttin 


1886. 


3,493,960  lbs. 

l,7I8,Ono    " 
$21,811.00 

8,080,000  lbs. 
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Total!. 


324,009 
288,SS3 

837,600 

93,285 
18,000 

9eo,34r~ 


fi«h  ourir-K  hou.cH  ToKd  at  anJtion  iw L?^  „'"  ^'""^'*''^'  "^.''^rting.  perbapH.  n« 
area,  none  ol  them  wouW  fSch  half  ihl  ^n^i^  accompanying  protected  fiHhlDK' 
appraise  the  '' valie  of  obltlr  f.cloriP«•^^  r'n '^  "'*•'"•  ^V '"  '''^''  therefore,  to 
««y  •225.000.  instead  oVtheitimateS^wiq  621  T^^^^^^  «t  half  .be  above  figuren, 
with  the  bobidfl  are  hauled  awavinhniMK-'  When  factory  boildings  are  done 

waaled.  1  obster  dories  If  lolnnl^.  ^T.'  '°  f**"'  "'^  materials  are  not  wholly 
for  book  aVd  line  fi-hin  J  withii^1?mi*TH-*?  '"'"  ^^^t  tinhery.  could  be  made  use  of 
•Btimale  of  ISli'se    for^loMer  tr.D™ k  too^^^^^^^  "in  '.t"  '^T  .^''  "^«  """"''"•  "'« 

night  otheriiTeTengaged   ^  ^  dimmisbea  the  cod  fishery,  in  which  they 

Much  of  the  evidence  \h  worthy  of  perusal 

Con.Sl^Blr.^o^'s'^o^'ora.VthV  mifn  ««?t"?  •".'^"  ^''"'"^  -''^^'^'=«  before  tho 
decrease  ?n  'tLe  Bupply?  }S.' &o     Ac   SZ  1,1  H'^'^^^'^'^^i  «"oh  as  increase  or 
own  statements  anSKely^ivJssibeliVtwr^^         ""'''  '°"'*''^  to  make  their 
The  following  is  an 

Analysis  of  the  Evidbnci. 

Prince  '^■fward  Island. 

Number  of  written  evidencef  no 

Of  which  in  favor  of  total  oloenre  for  3  years' absofuteiy.* i? 

J°                       «■<>  /or  1  or  2  yearn  absolutely.      3      • 

?                   .      °o  ro*"  1  year  conditionally....        i 

do  contmjance  of  present  fishing  Peueon  with 
spawning  month  as  a  recess  and  September  added  as  au 
eqmvalent "^  ia 

In  favor  of  lease,  license  or  area '."... ia 

Opposed  to  lease,  license  or  area ..'....'.V.V q 

Expressed  no  opinion  at*  to  areas .'.* » 

^pressed  no  opinion  ns  to  length  of  fislinffV.*.'.*.* t 

Expressed  no  opinion  as  to  total  closure...;.....     ? 

Opposed  to  total  closure q 


\i 


New  Brunswick. 

Xambor  of  writton  ovidcnoo 26 

Of  which  wore  in  fuvor  of  total  closure  for  3  yearn  absolutely  16 

do             do     of  total  cluHUie  tor  I  year  alMulutolj  1 

do        oppo^od  to  any  total  closure 4 

do        in  iavor  of  a  ayatom  of  leaHO,  lioennot  or  area, 

now  12 

do        in  fdV(»r  of  Icane.  liuenho  or  area,  in  the  future..  I 

do        nut  in  favor  of  flnhing  only  on  alternuto  yoara  1 

ExproHsrd  no  opinion  on  total  closare 4 

KzprcHHod  no  opinion  on  arean 7 

Of  which   were   in   fuvor  of  continuance  of  preaent  flHhing 
aoanon  with  spawning  month  aa  a  rooeitB  and  September 

addod  UHan  equivalent 6 

Shortening  flHhing  HeaHon  to  two  months  and  doting  finally 

on  15lb  July ^  g 

Opposed  to  a  2  months'  season ^ 6 

The  Two  Gulf  Province*  together,  N.B.  and  P.B.I. 

Ividences 61 

Of  which  in  favor  of  total  oloiare  for  3  years  aboolntely 28 

do            of  total  closure  fur  leas  than  3  years  (say)..  4 

Opposed  to  any  total  closure 18 

In  favor  of  a  system  of  leuae,  license,  or  area 23 

Opposed  to  lease,  license,  or  area 18 

Id  favor  of  ttbhing  only  on  alternate  years   1 

In  favor  of  continuance  ofpiesent  fishing  season  with  July 

off  and  September  addea 10 

In  favor  of  2  months'  fiahing  to  close  15th  July 10 

No  opinion  on  cloiiuro  (none);  no  opinion  on  areas  (none);  no 
opinion  on  uhort  soason ;  that  is  to  suy  nothing  definite 

(none) 0 


Nova  Scotia  including  Gape  Breton, 

Evidences 26 

Of  wh-'oh  in  favor  of  total  closure  for  3  years  abHoluteiy 3 

do        do  of  total  closure  for  less  than  3  years 3 

do       do  of  closure  for  1  year  conditionally  (say)...      0 

Opposed  to  any  closure „ 10 

In  favor  of  4  system  of  lease,  license,  or  areas 3 

Opposed  to  any  system  of  lease,  license  or  areas 10 

In  favor  of  continuance  of  present  fishing  season  *)     No  written 
with  Hpawning  month  &«  a  recess  and  Soptem-  [opinion      but 

ber  added  as  an  equivalent jganQvoWj    in 

favor. 
In  favor  of    shorfening   fishing    season   to   two )  ^ 

months  and  closing  finally  on  15th  July )  wono. 

Opposed  to  shortening  the  season  to  two  months  (all) All. 

No  opinion  on  total  closure  (all);  no  opinion  on  areas  (most); 

no  opinion  on  short  season  (most) '.      0 

*.Thti.  ii '.objected  to  by  Oommisdoner  Ogien  (frooi  his  prirate  memo.) 


Qutbee, 


In  Irtvor  of  total  cloHuro  for  3  yearn  (GuHt,*) * 

^ot  in  favor  of  loase,  liceotM,  or  area  (Ojwj.d) ',,',','",       J 

Mngdalm  Islands. 
OppoHod  to  any  Nysfem  of  leuso  or  area  as  not  huitub! 


landii "..      -^       "  "'  """""  '"^  '"^«*  •»  «o»  Buitubio  to  H.oho 


In  favor  ol  total  closare  for  3  yettra' 
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SdmmABTOF  all  TH«  PaoVINCEi. 


In  favor  of  total  closuro  for  3  yeara  as 

Againat  total  closure  for  3  yeara....!.' "*  yo 

III  lavor  of  lease,  lioenaeorarea .".' fu 

Against  lease,  license,  or  area '.,% 

In  favor  a  short  season  to  close  I6ih  July  rnay  V Zk 

Against  a  short  season  to  close  Iftih  J  uiy  (say). '...'.'.'.V  ZZZ  2« 

The  points  which  have  grown  out  of  the  evidonco  are :- 

rs^oT^otrit^jfo^^'^^^^^^^^  '-"« ^i:^::^^^ 

of  lobHters  to  be  then  JS^^iSlern  deaS  .en Jlh  ?  "''  ^'"'''  *"'  '^'  '"«"'  'l'"'«°"0'>« 
terml?  "  ""^^-K-^^  ^« 'o^  the  whole  of  Canad.,  for  what  part  of  it,  on  the  same 

of  lo" LhL)  t  ro7a!5:dTrt°it'rndTe1  T^^f  ^'  !  '"^''^^  '"  '''-'•  '«"g^»»  «>' 
WOula^eceHsLte  a  warden  for  r^eryflct^^^^^^^  """  "^  '"'''''^  enforced.%vhioh 

n.ontL.^f  ^tSt  jJ:n;^S^^a-:i^  or    two 

Bbould  these  be?  ^^i^uouai  difltj.enoes  of  close  seasons V  and  what  dates 

Based  on  the  evidence,  the  following  has  been  8ue«rosted-- 
.       That  the  lobster  fishing  waters  of  Canada  Ha  hj^S     /Tu 
ing  to  latitudo  and  local  pecuUar/ties  v?z     1  ^'^  «nto  three  sections  acoord- 

tho  'hL^^'oraS:^^^^  f  '»«''»>  "'titude  45»  3(r  until  it  strike. 

Straits  of  Cunn^  -U  ^^ic^S^aX   tttnf'^^^^  ?1^  '^'  T''  '^'''''  ^^  »»>« 
Scotia,  Now  BrJnswick  and  Qaobeo^  '°®  °^  ^'^  °°''^*»  ««*^^«  of  Nov* 

ffi.'VS1hrp:in?wtt"luUta  *P"'  ^^'"''^  '^^'^-"'^  I^'''"^*.! 

the  Atlantic  coast  o?ZaScoTiJ  to  HalifL  ''  '^'''^''  Gaj^boroagh  County,  aloni 

Brunswfcf  ""^  ^*''^"'  '°"^'^^'"  ""^  ^««^«"  ^ova  Scotia,  and  oastorn  coastof  New 

And  what  diflference  in  dates  for  these  sections  ? 
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VIII.  FjehiDg  only  in  intermittont  years 
Y  \^k"?'®  eflScient  class  of  fishory  cfficois. 

To  which  m  appended  the  total  prohibi(ion  of  all  lagoon  lobster  fisbinr, 
FMn,  xmn  frcm  the  first  day  cf  April  to  tke  first  day  of  A«gwst  ■ 

j^'1^3  «a^  t'oM  tie  tumtiM  day  0/  ifril  in  eaeh  ,«,r  to  the  twentieth  day  of 

'-*ZS'^-F^''^''«- -^-^  P..0.  .... 

In  Pn«(?e  ^c/warrf  Island  the  whole  Province 

In  Quebec,  the  whole  Province,  including  the  Magdalen  Islands. 

X»  .0  pi  She  "oVn'TblT.  o^„  °  hEb''r."'h°  '^''  't"  "r  '•W'-Wp«oL« 
•Bpear  in  Iho  iii.rkMTk«.. 1^1.1  T  '■  '>''i''«,"«l'«n'«<l  to  hato  their  mmM 

wnalhstlobBlertbatTmrtoTbei^rJ.^iHV^'''*'  "•?  "«P«"«itility,   b« Hake  the 

«  k- S^refonea    t^^^^^^^^^^^  -^^-^r^'ty  in  li.o  .anno, 

c^^plain  that  the  ,hole  r.^.S/lr^:!t^^J):,  Z^^^Z 

«  oan^"*^'^  *^""«'  *'"'  °"°''«*«'«  ^^^'^  y«"  i"  P""ce  Edward  Island  6  to  :j  to  fill 
In  New  Brunawiok  about  the  same  or  a  little  less. 
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;in  all  that  pertains  to  the  trLo  it  is  statfdThaffmm  nT'"'  ^^'^  ''  """f  intolli^.,nt 
3of  188-i  is  i^t  yot  di.poH«I  of     Pur^^J«  ^  Jrom  oyer  supply  part  of  the  product 

iKoods,  especially  Lfn  one  Province  U'ny  of  tt   Lonln'^' '"  ''''  ""''  ''"'.''^^  "^ 

Ihave  anything  more  to  do  with  Can^HaJ,^  obsi^^'lS^^rf  T'S,!''"''  '"^ 

mg  month  might  have  prevented  such  inferior  shipmenis*  ^  ^''^  '''*^°- 

f        Artificial   propagation   of  lobsters  is  not  to  be  thmaKf  «r      auu       u 

experiments  in  England  have  hatched  ou^  ShVtnr  r.Jl  ♦»    "^      of      iltboairh  careful 

ienilosures  large  enough  to  aaDnlv  ti?o  vo        «n?L   r  J\^  impossibility  of  providing 

^f  their  microfcopic  food  has  ?fSeed  all  HtrZl'^l.^"^  7''^  "  '"®°'«"*^  ^"""^^'^ 

f  oar  Honor  is  referred  to  Report  of  a    '  olZltn   JnlSll"  fn/. practical  purpose. 

Ij^ters  "  befbre  the  confereL  of  t^  IntSSS  ^^h:^;;:^;!.!^"^^;;^^! 

heaJornc^rXtSr!':?areis^^^^         "?°^»^«  «d.  inability  of  is.nirg 

:  for  each  facto, y. '  The  mSr^  of  ComltK^L  S^^^^  ""'"^"  *  measnrel  fishin^:^  space 

allotment,  conbidor  that  ib^  Lr l«Vu  T       ,      '"'  «^«  fTPf^ft-fl  ^o  'ease,  license,  or 

.  call  for.ueh  a  mea  uJe  and  Tha,  wV    '"'''^'';''  ^^P^^^'^^'J'  '''  Nova  Scotia,  do  'not 

I  fishery,  it  ^ou*d  bo  cert«i»  ti  rllJ^  P'^wnlcss  to  atford  any  protection  to  the 

I'r^^r^r..,::^^^::^,^^^  and  ill-feeling. 

*.uffi(.ier,tlv  larpe  locall  for  a  InTrTrrJ         f^l'u   "^^^^""^«°^-  ^f  A  hi"?  areas,  is 

! I  They  would  not  howovor  mak^  he   •  S^^^^  'fTV"  "'•  Canadian  waters, 

but  leave  it  to  bo  a  volunHrv  re  nn,' „  n^  •''  ?  ^''^"'"^  ^'""'"^  «''«'*«  compulsory, 
grounds    In  other  wn!.^l?hl;\L  °  ag''ln^t  undue  interference  with  the  fishing 

FiBherio;  Act  as  toT  k;  it^c^nTrff 'i';  "T^  T  '''^  ''''''''''  ^ub-eection  5,  of  thf 
by  «'  iho  local  fi^bc^,  office,  "  ouHl  ,  •  ;'.'''\"'^  ""^  ^'O^'";  '•  «ndue  interference," 
timalefi.hi^gc/aJefi  iirnnmVer.f  .  *-^ffi''Hrt  j.rotfctcd  space  for  tbo  Icg7. 

openscaorolberwi.o  inttfo  e^t  ,f  .  '"''f  T^""'"  ^"^'''^  them' cut  off  from  the 
eipen.es  to  rerhe"    S   r  ^^^ri  '  s  Jff'Z''^^''""   ,  ""  l.'"'^'"^  ^"'»'  ^^^^^  '^  and 
Jtherateof  tin  n«r  i  rwn  <        wno  lojsoff  thegr(un  1,  i,nd  an  annual  lax  of  eav  at 

Iftom'i^.S'h*^  P^  Zrl  wS=nS;  ?^o  hot?*'  '^T'^''''  ""'^  """'^  P^^'^  ^^'^ 
a        Ti,«  :•>*-    "^  ^        .    *^"\''cnB  lor  the  better  enforcement  of  the  law 

lof  iS;tsri:^^t;^js.;t''^r"'TT «« ^^'-'^^Srcompiaints 

l^sd  gittLlobsTertrars^wenJninH.t  '"'^^''^  '^'^  bs't5«g 

S  wDBier  naps  are  well  founded     is  rather  scanty.   Mr.  T.  H.  Townsend,  oT 
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HalifaK,  N.S.,  who,  we  believe,  has  been  in  ooramanioation  with  the  Department  on 
the  sttbjoct  of  fisheries,  oxpreasod  his  opinion  that  the  fisheries  of  floating  fish  are 
BO  injured.  In  his  view,  lobsters  as  sea-soavengers  keep  the  water  clear  of  sea  ver- 
min, and  when  they  become  too  few  in  number  to  keep  the  water  pure,  "  clean 
■water  fish,"  such  as  herring  and  mackerel,  abandon  that  portion  of  the  coast.  On 
the  other  hand,  enquiry  along  coast  and  in  the  vicinity  of  salmon  rivers,  showed  no 
general  outcry  as  to  injury  done.  While  it  might  be  supposed  theoretically  that  the 
frequent  hauling  of  lobster  traps  must  disturb  the  sensitive  and  timid  mackerel,  and 
decaying  bait  raust  be  obnoxious  to  "  cloanwater  fish,"  such  as  the  clupeidie,  scorn 
britiaj,  and  salmonidto,  there  is  so  little  proof -of  the  complaint  that  the  verdict  mast 
be  "  not  proven." 

See  M  r.  Townsend's  evidence.  Appendix  No.  III. 

The  following  are  the  views  and  recommendationa  of  the  respective  Commis- 
sioners:— 

I. 

GOBIMISSIONER  HaCKETT,  HoN.  ChAIBMAN. 

I,  Closure  of  Factories  for  term  of  years. 

After  carefully  considering  the  evidence  offered  before  Commissioners  on  this 
point,  and  keeping  in  view  the  large  interest  to  be  affected  by  total  closure  of  lobster 
factories  in  the  Provinces  visited  (especially  Nova  Sootia),  I  am  not  prepared  ta  re- 
oommend  that  factories  be  closed  for  a  term  of  years. 

II.  Closure  of  Factories  for  part  of  Canada. 

If  total  closure  cannot  be  adopted  for  whole  of  Canada,  would  be  decidedly 
opposed  to  it  f  jr  part  only. 

///.  Present  season  and  standard  size  of  lobsters. 

Would  have  change  made  in  season,  but  retain  standard  size  of  9  inches. 

Am  of  opinion  that  a  properly  puid  officer  might  attend  to  more  than  one 
factory.  The  Department  should  see  that  the  present  law  or  any  other  substitated 
for  it,  be  strictly  enforced. 

/  V.  Present  season  fishing  with  recess  in  July. 

Am  of  opinion  that  the  time  allowed  for  fishing  at  present  is  entirely  too  long 
and  in  the  iaterebt  of  the  fishery  Hhould  be  cuitailod.  If  the  same  length  of  time  for 
fishing  were  to  be  continued  would  rouommond  recess  daring  spawning  season,  say 
month  of  July. 

V.  Whether  fiihing  season  should  be  shortened. 

Would  recommend  that  the  fishins?  season  be  shortened  to  about  two  months  in 
all  Canadian  waters.  The  finhing  to  be  closed  finally  for  the  year  before  the  spawn- 
ing season,  say  from  Ibt  to  I5th  July. 

VI.  Sectional  differences. 

Think  there  should  be  some  allowance  made  for  east  side  of  Cape  Breton  Island, 
south  side  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  part  of  north  shores  of  New  Brunswick  and 
Kiova  Sootia. 
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.170  Cammis- 


>Dera  on  this 
lare  of  lobster 
repared  tare- 


dividS'/nSriSTfec:      .'SS^^tJ'Sit!;;^]^^^^^'''''^,^'*^^-  of  Canada  be 
Fintly.  Followir.  ^««twarSy  fboi  th.  n„«  of  '«°*' ?««"'*•;•»*««  ««  follows  :- 
strikes  the  bWo  of  GSrScoinT^^  ^'^^   30'  till   it 

shore  of  the  Straits  of  Canso  and  S.n^'''?^  "'P''^  "o*^*  o°  the  aoath 
the  north  coasti  of  &scotia  W '?''"'^'yi""°7^°«  '^^  'i»«  o7 
would  cover  Magdalen  Islandfrl^  r   7  ^•^"°!!"cb  and  Quebeo.-which 

'^'"NLBrna^i:^''^°'^^''«''"-^--^«-N^^^  coast  of 

Commissioner  Haokett  says  :— 

I>ivi8ion  of  Canadian  Lobster  Fishery  Waters 

Jnly.  ''^  «°*^  *^'^"'o°-    -^"ow  two  months'  fishing;  close  Ist 

Thirdly.  Same  as  No.  2. 

FZ/Z.  Granting  of  j^eat. 
loppose  any  snch  proposition.       ^        Protection  to  the  fishery.    Would  therefore 


be  decidedly     j        Commissioner  Ogden  refrained  fVom 


11. 

expressing  his  individual  views. 
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^ritrn^MTr"  ""  ''••"  ""  '-»»-'^««»'  «  follow,  :- 
lh&  «8h,rp  i.  of  m"r°*?mLSuSS  to  the^:S;  '."k"  •?'"'"'"i°«  th.%pi„i„„  S 

Ky^i^j^onrrr.*!""  *"* '°°"  -"■.u  zw «...  b.  ...ow*.  ^.h^^  ,^ 

**  ''fli*«'yo  ««  weeks  or  two  months  '    '  ''^**^"  *''"  ^'^'"8  "««o°  should 

nations;  ^Z;^nTLVS^^l!it  &t'f  "^  "''^''^  °J  ^-•^»  -*<>  »»"- 
r^^r-Starting  from  !^lCLTr^r:\^^  ^'^''1^^^^^^^  proposition. 

B©  cotoi  QD  me  west  side  of  the  Straits  of  n««Yo  '?i,     7  m  "''"""'  *°**  i  "nning  along 

atraits  of  Oanso,  then  following  westwardJy  the  linf 
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of  the  north  coasts  of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Branswiok  and  Qaobjo-cornpming  Caps 
Breton,  Antigonish,  Pioton.  the  norih  side  of  P.ince  Biwitd  Inland,  Kent,  Northam. 
berland,  Gloucenter,  Restigquohe,  Bonavontnre,  Gaapd  and  Mai?da  en  UUnda ;  un  1 
would  at  present  bug^e'it  that  in  this  seot  on  fishing  commenoe  I5th  May,  and  end 
15th  July,  subject  however  to  further  consideration  in  Oominittoe. 

2.  1  do  not  at  present  see  any  reason  why  the  second  section,  as  defined  on  pHj/e 
11  of  the  Report,  should  oonsit^t  of  only  two  counties,  Guysborough  and  llilit'^x, 
since  the  counties  of  Nova  Scotia,  west  of  Eulifax,  resemble  those  very  closoly  in  a 
the  points  that  aflfeot  lobster  fishing.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  second 
section  should  be  as  fjUows  :-Prom  Guysborough  County  along  the  southern  and 
western  coast  of  Nova  Scotia  and  the  eastern  const  of  New  Branswick,  c^mpriHing 
the  Counties  of  Guysborough,  Halifax,  Lunenburg,  Queen's  Shelburne,  Yarmouth 
Dieby.  Annapolis,  King's,  Hants.  Colchester,  Cumberland,  Charlotte,  St  John,  and 
Albert,  and  in  this  section  I  would  propose,  subject  to  further  consideration  r 
thought  necessary,  that  fishing  commence  1st  May  and  end  Ist  July. 

As  to  the  third  section  as  set  forth  on  page  17  of  Report,  the  Counties  of  West 
moreland  and  the  northern  parts  of  Cumberland  and  Colchester  and  the  south  sidi 
of  Prince  Edward  Island  (in  order  to  get  two  months'  fishing  without  running  int 
the  spawning  time),  and  would  propose  that  fishing  shall  commence  on  the  25th  Jul 
and  end  25th  September.  ,      ,.  u     i      • 

IV.  Protection  of  fishing  limits  by  putting  them  under  license,  or  by  loasic 

As  I  consider  this  a  most  vital  point  in  the  future  protection  of  this  fishery, 
strongly  urge  the  leasing  of  fishing  areas  wherever  applied  for,  subject,  of  course,  i 
the  public  interest,  and  after  full  consideration  of  all  amplications.  If  this  is  foao 
to  be  impracticable,  then  I  would,  in  the  most  stringent  manner  possible,  urge  tin 
the  necessary  legislation  be  procured  to  render  operative  section  14.  sub-seotion  1 
and  section  17,  sub-section  5, of  there-enacted  (1886)  Fisheries  Act,which  the  Dapir 
ment  has  decided  do  not  now  apply  to  the  lobster  fishery.  ,     •       u' 

V.  Ob  examination  of  the  evidence  as  presented  in  the  secretary  s  analysis,  whic 
no  doubt  is  correct,  it  shows  that  in  New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward  Island  iii| 
Quebec  there  was  a  preponderance  of  ooinion  in  favor  of  closing  t'or  a  period,  and  >« 
leasing  limits.  In  Nova  Scotia  the  evidence  is  so  conflicting  and  unreliable  that 
hold  it  is  not  worth  considering.  Every  section,  indeed  almost  every  man  wanti; 
his  own  ideas  adopted,  and  the  evidence  presents  little  more  than  inordinate  press?" 
greed  and  a  total  disregard  of  the  future. 

17. 

CommisBioner  Hunter  Duvar  expreaseti  his  views  and  recommendations  as  i 

Firstly,  because  this  is  no  question  of  food  supply  or  food  for  the  people,  bni: 
mere  restraint  to  be  pat  on  mercantile  adventure,  so  as  to  secure  to  Canadians  of  i 
future  their  due  share  of  the  law  material  of  a  luxury  that  ought  to  abound  throii 
all  time  in  Canadian  waters.  „  . .       .  •       ^  ^^',a 

Secondly,  because  the  lobster  fishery,  from  overfishing,  is  progressing  so  rapi| 
towards  extinction  that  no  merely  palliative  measure  will  be  sufficient  to  arrest  i 

^^'^ThirdSy 'because  under  a  wise  and  strong  central  government  individual  inter* 

mast  ftive  way  to  the  public  good.  j  a.j 

And  fourthly,  because  the  public  mind  at  the  present  time  seems  prepared  IM 

sweeping  measure  such  as  total  closure,  instead  of  half  measures. 

Therefore  Commissioner  Da  t-    would  recommend  :  ^ 

I.  That  all  lobster  fishing  and  preserving  in  Canadian  waters  and  au  em 

therefrom,  be  prohibited  for  a  term  of  three  years,  namely,  the  years  1889,  laau  I 

1891. 
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3    Ar,d  that  when  tho  factories  rooponiri""^^ 
:  .after  ie..oml5ih  Mny  to  16th  July  «>n  1'^  n  elch  vlrt      .^'  "*«^"°  th«n  and  thcro- 

4.  And  that  the  legal  standard  of  lobs  er  h«  /htn  ^"''""P"'''*  of  Canada. 
;  clear  length  of  body  exclusive  of  oluwHoril^^^^^^^^  ''^""  *°**   thereafter  loj  inche.  in 

8.  And  that  lobster  factories  be  put  under  license 

•demf  ^JdVfi^^^^^^^^^^^  packers  aa  ^ay 

7.  The  privilege  of  supplying  the  Inosilfl'  k  «  T'  *'  ",'  *^'»bor«e8  Act.)  ' 

market,  nor  to  cal.  or  prUlvfX  lllt^'t^^^^^  ^'  not  to'export  to 

factories.  ^  '    "  ^wseivea  to  the  fishermen  daring  olosaro  of 

^  ,n.issionefD:l*  wouMT/voronl  i'e'afth  "'^'"''^  too  heroic  a  measure,  then  Com- 
*#15th  May  to  »6th  July  in  each  vl.  i,l  '°*  '®**''"  ^""^  «"  P^rts  of  Canad*  from 
|Bpecial^viIege«tosJbloci^Ss^  '  ''"''°"'  «^°*^°°*'  difl^enoes  ofd^:;/i^ 
I        III.  But,  to  No.  II  he  would  nrefor  thnf   «,-  „    • 

etated  of  not  more  than  two  months,  from  15th  mIv  JK  fisbmg:  season  as  abova 
m  th^a^e  day  throughout  Canada.  u.ZYMX  'V^yt  H^t^!^'  '"^  ^'^^ 
h^-^S;p^^;:r:^  <;r  gaming  .he  prLuength  of 

|[ive  more  than  two  months'  lobster  cannTng!  ^  °^*'*''  '°*'"°'"''  t^at  would 

The  Oommiseioners  proceeded  to  votn  nn  ♦!,«  »-  • 
»t  forth  on  page  9  et  sector,  oHtJrTp^rVirtZ^^^^ 

lerm'of^tl^'y:^^^^^^^^  «»  Canadian  waters  be  shat  down  for  . 

fshmg  in  188»,  ap  to  16th  July,  and  no  longer      '      ^^  *  "'*'"*  "*'^°  *"o»«i  for 
Dissenting-Haokett,  Hon.  Chairman, 
do  Ogden,N.S. 

Agreed  to  proposal  No.  I.: 

Commr.  Doaooo  do  ?«; 

Commr.  Uavar  do  y,^ 

Mr.  Chairman  voted— No 
Ogden  No.* 

■Ueacon  No 

Davar  ^o' 

2.  In  case  of  closure,  fishermen  to  retain  fh.Dri"-ie*a-'         i-       .. 
m«r«ow,  oat  not  to  export  to  market  nor  cin!         *    *  »«PPJy"»«  «ie  k»c*l  IreftJi 
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Amendment  proposed  "  that  fishermen  be  privileged  to  sapply  the  looal  Iresh 
fish  markets :  " — 

Mr.  Chairman  voted— Yea. 
Ogden  Tes. 

Deacon  Tes. 

Davar  Tes. 

III.  That  the  present  fishing  seasons  and  present  legal  standard  of  9  inches  b» 
retained,  and  the  law  be  strictly  enforced : — 

Mr.  Ohairman  voted— Tes. 
Ogden  Tes^ 

Deacon  No. 

Davar  No. 

2.  That  the  legal  standard  of  lobster  be  10}  inches  in  dear  length,  eiclnsive  of 
•laws  and  feelers : — 

Mr.  Ohairman  voted— No. 
Ogden  Noi 

Deacon  y«8t 

Davar  T«s. 

IV.  That  the  present  length  of  fishing  time  be  allowed,  with  a  recess  of  one 
month  daring  spawning  time,  say  July,  with  September  added  as  an  equivalent:-^ 

Mr.  Chairman  No. 

O'     n  No. 

Dt.  No.  I 

Davb.  Mo. 

Y.  That  the  fishing  time  be  shortened  to  six  weeks,  and  to  shut  down  for  the 
year  before  spawning  time,  say  on  16th  July : — 

Mr.  Chairman  No. 

Ogden  No. 

Deacon  No. 

Davar  No. 

2.  That  the  fishing  time  be  shortened  to  two  months,  and  to  shnt  down  for  the 
jear  before  spawning  time,  <«ay  on  15th  July : — 

Mr.  Chairman  Tes. 

Ogden  No. 

Deacon  Tes. 

Duvar  Tes. 

YI.  That  if  neither  total  closure  nor  general  shutting  down  on  16th  July,  there 
be  sectional  dates  of  close  season,  and  that  those  sectional  dates  be  as  recommended 
by  Commissioner  Deacon,  as  embodied  in  this  report : — 

Mr.  Hackett  Tes. 

Deacon  Tes. 

Ogden  No. 

Davar  No. 

YII.  That  a  system  of  lease,  license,  or  allotment  of  areas  be  introdoced,  soonr- 
ing  to  each  factory  that  may  demand  it  a  surveyed  fiehing  space  according  to  the 
number  of  traps  fished. 

Mr.  Deacon  Tes. 

Davar  Tes. 

Hackett  No. 

Ogden  No. 
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i>he  local  treah 


of  9  inches  be 


bh,  ezolasive  of 


reocBB  of  one 
qtaivalent:— 


down  for  the 


down  for  the 


Mr.  Deacon  Yea. 

Duvar  Yes. 

Hackett  No. 

Ogden  No. 

IT  !!  .  ^^""^  **'  permitted  only  in  alterrate  year.  — 

Mr.  Ohairman    No. 

Ogden         No. 

Deacon         No. 

Davar         Yes. 

org.JLfoa  W.7i;^t?rk°X' ^t?.*'"^  '""""  "  ~'''"''^'  *"'««  »'  "O" 
X  Th.l  ..parM.  reg„I.U„„,  t.  ^„pted  f„,  j^,  ^^j,,^^  j^,_^__^^ 

shoultbeLIii^eJrS  M^^^^^^^  '^'^^  -  «°eptional  regulations 

All  of  which  the  above  written  report,  is  respectfully  submitted. 
^gg^Dated  at  Shedxac.  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  the  seventh  day  of  November, 

ALFBBD  OGDBN. 

W.  B.  DEACON, 

J,  HUNTER  DUVAB,  Secretary. 
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recommended 
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AlINOJtITY  UEPORT  OF  COMMISSIONER  A.  OGDEN. 


To  the  Ilorinmhl  1  Geo.  K.  Foster, 

MiiiihW  r  of  Murine  uud  Finherioa. 

;«  p™'.^k"'"~  ^'  ?**  ''•  ^7""  Comrais^ioners.  appointed  by  the  Governor  General 
nnPnTr  '^  ""  '"f  ^'■"'•^'«".  »'/^«''  "S  ^ate  4th  July,  1887,  to  enquire  into  and  report 

SEZS  i  ?'■  '-'-l'"^  'Tn'  ^'^■^"■''  "^  ^*"«'''''  ^  ^'f^  t«  «t«to  that  I  have  8igne7the 
general  report  ot  Haid  CommissiOQ,  taking  oxcoption  to  nome  parts  of  it,  acainBt 
which  ray  veto  wl  there  be  found  recorded;  but,  so  important  do  I  cons  dor  S 
changes  6Uggc«ted  by  ihis  report  in  some  respects,   and  so  dangerous  to  the  future 

Tm^'cn,  •;',  ^''o"  ^''f':^  ""'^  ^°  '""l '''•I  ^«""°S  *^«*  thosf  who  have  inve?ed 
so  much  cnpital  in  thorn  hhuu;d  receive,  that  I  am  compelled  to  present  the  followine 
statement  lor  your  mo.t  .crious  consideration.  I  do  not  differ  in  uny  great  e3 
with  our  general  .rport  upon  the  value,  tabulated  statementH  forwarded  thereto 
ex  ent.  number  of  lactorioH,  hands  employed,  capital  invested,  &c,,  &■.,  in  connection 
w,  h  the  greaUob..tor  (i,hery  of  Canada,  but  in  reforonoo  to  the  periodical  S^^^^^^^ 
habits  of  tins  h^l,  MM  n.ontioned  in  this  report,  I  must  lake  exception.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  ob.sUr.  ...n  be  taken  at  all  .ensons  of  the  year  in' the  Maritfre  Pro- 
vince., when  the  proHc.ution  of  this  fishery  is  not  preven-ed  by  ice  nor  the  inclem- 
ency  of  the  weatl.or.    The  spawning  time  is  from  the  Ist  of  July,  coTtinuinff  abo^t 

I  might  refer  you    o  the  evidence  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Gardii^or,  Yarmouth,  N.S.  one  of 
the  best  informed  lob«tor  .hippors  in  the  Lower  Province;  who  says  --"Lobsters 
should  not  be  tuken  after  the  15th  of  July,  but  should  be  allowed  to  bo  captured  IJr 
our  live  export  trado  a«  early  as  February."     Mr.  H.  B.  Cann,  of  the  same  place 
agrees  in  every  particular  with  Mr.  Gardener's  statements.    Mr.  D.  HatfioW  aW 
iTomTo  l"  ?  of  T  !^'f  fo'- the  export  trado  he  would  wish  the  close  ;eason  to  'be  only 
liom  the  1st  of  July  to  the   Ist  of  November.    These  statements,  by  most  reliabK 
n^en  prove  the  assertion  that  lobsters  may  bo  t.kon  at  all  .oasons  of  thHeJin  the 
Maritime  Provinces.    The  importance"  of  this  trade  in  live  lobstern  being  so  great 
and  having  grown  to  such  .s  msgnitude-according  to  the  Fisheries  Report  of  1886 
^ylf^'-a^  -f-  '^"^  '"*'''    J!  ^""'^  ^'^^'^  ^^'""S  8153,034.40,  and  in  No 'v  Brunswick. 
Jirto^hliV-',"'-'*'''''!,^  that  every  possible  encouragement  and  privilege,  not  injuri! 
ous  to  those  fisheries  should  bo  given  to  those  who  are  thus  developinK  our  valuable 
live  lobster  trade.     Fro.n  tho  evidence  above,  and  from  other  similS r  ovWoncrand 
from  my  own  experience  in  tho  lobster  fishery  for  nearly  thirty  years  on  the  coasts 
of  Maine,  Massachusetts  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  I  ur|entTy  recomm'^d 

till  ttio  10th  o  July.  Dealers  in  live  lobsters  invariably  ask  to  be  allowed  this  earlv 
prosecution  of  the  fishery  as  in  the  winter  time  and  early  spring  moS  these  fih 
are  much  more  valuable,  bringing  in  the  markets  both  at'home  and  abroadTom  6 
cents  to  10  cents  por  pound.  The  chief  foreign  market  for  live  lobstersTsBosL 
l„.f  Vl  olT"  of^^I'i^^^achuBetts  require  that  every  one  of  these  fish  off-orod  for  sale 
must  be  at  least  lOi  inches  m  length.    This  provision,  thus  preventing  the  taking  of 

nJi  nf  fi;''"'  °"''  ''^'''''  ^""^  ^^^  ^""'^  ^^"^  comparatively  few  are  taken  at  so  efrly 
a  part  of  the  season,  prevent  any  material  depletion  of  our  lobster  fisheries  if  the 
open  season  is  sanctioned  between  the  dates  I  have  mentioned  above.  After  a  very 
pZilTte''  ?°  -'S^^r  *u^''^°  ^'^*'"''  y°"'-  Commissioners  in  the  different 
nnZ^ntt^Fu  ■  """l^^^?^  ''^'''^  """"^  conclusively  shows  that  the  prosceution 
«Lm^f  i^K^'u^'f  "^""''*'T'"'\'«  "^  **'''y  '°  the  spring  as  the  season  may 
fhnt  ,h'  *°t '''°"l'^.  "^  °^®  ""^  °''  *^"?'  ^^^  ^^^^  «^  •^"l^-  I  am  inclined  to  recommend 
that  the  taking  of  lobsters  for  canning  purposes  should   commence  about  1st  April 

Zhf  J;!.niK  \V^'?  ^"^^'.1° V?,**  '^"'I°S  *^«  ^^°'«  y^^'-'^^J^  the  exception  of  a  p^art 
fohlt.r  ?.  1  ^f  ?y  *°**  ^^'^  ^""  .'^°°^*'  of  Angu8t,fi3hermen  should  be  alYowed  to  cftch 
lobsters  lor  local  homo  consumption,  but  not  for  canning  or  export  purposes.    Among 
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the  packers  and  others  interviewed,  who  do  business  on  the  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  I  found  sonne  eighteen  persons  who  wore  willing  to  close  their  factories 
for  a  time  at  least,  some  three  years,  some  two,  and  some  one,  and  there  were  twenty 
who  opposed  any  closing  whatever.  On  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Cane 
Breton  twenty-e.ght  prominent  persons  in  the  lobster  business,  similar  in  condition. 
and  in  the  parsuit  of  this  fishery,  to  those  interviewed  on  the  gulf  shore,  were 
examined,  and  but  one  was  in  favor  of  doling  the  factories  for  any  time.  The 
remaiDing  twenty-sevon  were  most  profound  in  their  oxpresM'on  of  opinion  that  there 
should  bo  no  closing  to  the  lobster  fishery  operation  in  that  Province 

Taking  into  consideration  this  evidence  and  realizing  the  vast  amount  of  capital 
now  invested  in  the  lobster  fisheries  of  the  Maritime  Provinces,  the  largo  and^ex- 
pensive  factories  (especially  in  Nova  Scotia)  thousands  of  fishing  traps  and  other 
fishing  appliances,  the  large  and  ostensive  plant  around  these  factoiie/ull  of  which 
by  a  closing  even  for  a  brief  period,  would  greatly  dotoiiorate  in  value  and  in  many 
instances  become  perfectly  worthless,  and  also  considering  the  ions  of  thousands  6( 
men,  women  and  children  employed  almost  the  year  throngb,  the  greater  portion  of 
whom.it  tho  factories  closed  would  bo  thrown  out  of  work  near  theii  own  immediate 
homeland  many  of  whom,  doubtless,  would  bo  compollod  logo  to  tho  nei-hbring 

fnTn,!'"  !!f*""Pi7S''*'  \  •""''  '''■''"8'y  "'-go  Ihut  th.so  great  hives  of  Industrf 
and  means  of  profi  able  employment  to  many  of  our  own  people  in  tho  Maritime 
ProyinetH  be  not  closed  for  any  specified  time  or  period  boj^rid  what  is  known  ^ 
the  "close  season"  in  each  year.  -^"wwu  »o 

As  to  tho  matter  of  "lease,  license  or  allotment  of  areas,"  I  found  by  tho  parties 
interviewed  on  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  that  there  were  b  for  some  system  of 
leasing  and  27  opposed  to  it.  On  tho  Atlantic  Coast  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Cape  Breton 
Island  but  one  party  wa.  in  favor  of  leading  tho  lobUer  fishing  ar.a  and  27  wore 
^^X^  ,Tfl  I*  *"^  such  measure.  Weighing  the  evidence  carefully  and  condder! 
ing  how  the  fishermen,  who  have  really  inherited  righO  to  our  "shore  fisheries 
would  be  unfairly  treated  by  such  a  system  and  would  in  a  short   time  bo  at    he 

X'TJ.f  •  ''"  fl®u^'  ^'"'y  °^  "'^."'^  *'*''  «''^'==^"''  of  ^o'-e'g"  States,  who  having  de- 
pletedthoir  own  fisheries  now  seek  to  do  business  in  our  waters,  and  who  by  this 
proposed  "law  of  leases  "would  monopolize  these  "inherited  rights"  of  the  native 

Jf  «rT"\  T"i'*^^*'°'*''"r"^^*'^*"°'^y«^«'^"f'''«=^^^  ''««"''«  or  allotment 
of  areas"  be  introduced  into  this  country.    To  prevent  mucli  of  the  unaocossarv 

destruction  of  this  ish  and  the  depletion  of  our  fis'hing  areas,  I  woaKl  respecSy 
recommend  that  the  present  law  in  regard  to  size,  nine  ir^^hes  in  length.'^bo  S 
V^^L'^'uT'^'  ,  The  «iz9  specified  in  our  Fishery  Act  I  consider  corSct.tliZh 
lees  than  that  on  the  American  coast,  as  in  many  places  we  have  a  smaller  run  "of 
lODsters.     Ihe  mam  thing  la  to  have  the  law  most  oarefulh'  oarrie  I  out  this  oin  ho 

«o  cSlM  f  T^-  ''*Jlf  1^*°^  f^'''''''^  «°^^  ^°  '^'  Government,  and  wHldore  many 
SSSt  <???.""  ^^""^  hT  been  continually  packing  under8iz;d  fish.  I  would  also 
A?^.f„  1  •  *'»°/f.^o»l<i  bo  no  discrimination  nor  sectional  differences  as  to  the  time 
Of  the  closing  of  the  lobster  fishing  in  the  Maritimo  Provinces.  A  sea  board  as  S! 
tensive  as  ,9  that  of  these  Provinces  along  all  parts  of  which  the  lob.ter  fi 'l  ery  m^y 
be  earned  on,  makes  It  more  difficult  to  give  regulations  that  will  every  soasonS 
at  the  same  time  those  engaged  in  this  fishery,  but  I  am  of  the  opinion,  that  even 
Snf'^^^."''  climatic  and  geographical  difference,  that  do  eXt,  cUhor  on  tSe 
theLmff;J'Srr„H'.l°''*°'''''^*'*°*i''u«""  board,  the  fishing  season  should  be 
r«li-ri*°****'''°^?°.?^°*'<'"^'^b  another.  I  do  not  beiiero  th^t  suoha 
regu  ation  would  very  inatermlly  affect  the  successful  prosecution  of  this,  one  of  the 
great  sources  of  wealth  to  tho  people  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  of  the  Dominion. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.u.Ax,N.S,I5tl.O=lober,1887.  ALFIiEDOaDEN. 

6a— 2J 
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EEPOET 

ON  THE 

OYSTER  FISHERIES   OF  CANADA. 

The  Honprabl.  G.  B.  Post..,  ^""""'-  ''•=-  ""  ^o™"""''  "«• 

Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries. 

Pnnn?'n'~J^H®F°!^?'T'?"®?o2EP°'°^*''^  ^y  ^'«  Excellency  the  Governor  General  in 
Sn^f^'p  •**®^*rn'^."'^'i?*^'°''"*'3''^''-  •E<''^"<^  Hackettof  Tignish,  Prince 
S???«i^f  v''m'°''%°^?"°S?  Edward  Island,  Honorary  Chairman ;  Mr.  Alfred  Ogden, 
of  Hal.ft.x  Nova  Scotm ;  Mr.  W.  B.  Deacon,  of  Shodiao,  in  the  Province  of  New  Brans^ 
tIio  ^  "na  Mr.  John  Hunter  Davar,  of  Prince  County,  Province  of  Prince  Edward 
Island,  acting  as  Secretary,  beg  to  report : 

.^^  ^"'?  ComraiBsioners  were  nominated  to  enquire  into  and  report  upon  the  lobster 
and  oyeter  fisheries  of  the  Atlantic  Maritime  Provinces  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
and  to  offer  recommendations  for  the  preservation  and  development  of  these  fisheries, 
♦k-o/oi  °'\8*"  fi^tery  of  the  Dominion  is  the  subject  of  a  separate  report  and  is  of 
this  date  laid  before  your  Honor.  r  r 

„v«„Ji®^°'?^'*^'°"®''n*'*^®P®"°"*"7^'8"«<**l'«K"*tef  number  of  the  oyster 
!X«-M.°-^-^°"*u^!:°'I.°*'®,^  margining  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  have  to 
aJtEltS  7'-r  i-**  ^^®  Hve  oyster  beds  are  of  much  larger  extent  than  they 
««♦  l^oi  '  '  ^^^Jo^'^^'onsly  supervised,  must  form  a  not  unimportant  item  in  the 
national  resources  of  Canada. 

The  quality  of  the  oysters  on  the  natural  live  beds  of  the  Lower  Provinces 
vanes  much,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  bottom  in  oyster  waters,  the  depth,  and 

WnrL^WK^^y  °^u*®.  ^«*«>-  th«  Bhelier,  thermal  diflference,  and  other  natural 
features  that  have  a  bearing  on  the  case. 

«rA  ^JfrTJSi*!®  fk®!**'  Pf''  ***  *^®  ^****^®  °'  *^«  ^"'^o*  St.  Lawrence,  east  of  Gasp*, 
nltn^wi  «?S^*''**/y'i*^f  °°f®  existed  in  immense  quantities,  as  is  shown  W 
?«^nl!  °^  dead  oyster  shells,  which  in  nlaoes  are  not  less  than  twenty  feet  in  deptfi^ 
In  some  places  (but  not  in  all)  these  beas  could  be  replanted  or  revivJd.  ^ 

oroJhm«n!"n??r*^'''**'ll'^l^?..°y'^®*"V°  *'»'»«  P^^^^  explainable  by  the  en- 
Si^rl  n*^®'*''°°*4\^'^*l"S''^''°'>««'''>yt'>«°l«a"°ga^^^  of  forests,  alt- 
Co^l^^l'^*"*''"  margiDH  of  the  shores,  and  from  other  causes  too  obstruse  for'  the 
Commissioners  now  to  go  into. 

The  Conamissioners  have  however  found  that  the  natural  live  ovster  beds  of  thA 
Provinces  of  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island    End  Tr»fLa«*n 
Breton  and  ehewhere  in  Nova  Scotia,  are  of  liTge  vaSi  as'  a  fishitto^rce    Z 
?rom«K?r  '■    f°°^,g'o°°d  available  in  all  the  Atlantic  MaritS  Rovinces  for 

rdr;e%Etrft?[L7nts;^.'^^^^^^"^^^       '^'^^^  pr^atr;:;sot 

The  oyster  fishery  is  diflfereni  from  lobster  and  other  fisheries  in  that  it  I. 
prosecuted  without  expense.    A  boat  worth  $10  and  an  oyster  Jongs  costine^^ 
all  the  materia  required.     So  far  as  the  Commissioners  can  leaf  J  the™  ari*  ^« 
vessels  specially  built  for  the  oyster  trade     I^m  nnmh«^!^f  ^^k  ®  "** 

a  part  of  the  ordmair  coasting  marine  and  oaimot  be  taken  into  account  T^t  oi 
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the  oyster  fishing  plant.     It  may  bo  mentioned   that  for  want  of  a  sv«f«m  nf  ^ 

P.  R  1.-680  boats  and  tonirs  HlofiJJn       ^.™A'"'^'J^'^*'!'"- 

JN.  S.-      30      do  do   330  1,397    ^o 


ToUl. 


62,605    do 


:_^A°"!.?.'/'°'*.'fi'-«'^«l?«)  of  ^".000 'would  cover  the  whole  oy«tor  fishery - 

0  months  to  perhaps  1,600  raon,  who  may  *bo 


I  giv'iK  partial  employment  daring 

|de8cnbod  as  only  "occasional  fishermen. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  thai  the  oyster  fishery  is  carried  on  Without  oanital 
Jt^rly  p„,-.rl«,  to  oheoi;  po-ohi-g  in  ,h.'olo»  «r„.-!(S.:Ap™Jd?r  No         " 

4«ssssa5-  ^^^^^^ 

!■  n     .     ^  !™™«sioner8,  having  carefully  gone  over  the  evidence  h«.w  t/.  n,ai,«  *i. 
following  observations  and  recommendations:-  '^  ^  '°*''®  ^''^ 

They  would  respectfully  recommend  to  your  Honor's  considoraiion  ih^t  ««» 
general  law  or  regulation  should  cover  the  whole  of  the  Canadian  A H„ir-„  °°® 
board,  with  the  following  provisions,  namely--  t^anadian  Atlantic  sea- 

officially  definedT^  ""^"^^^  '^^'  *'^«''-  "«»"«  »>e 

ni  J^wo?k:LTve?^si;^'7™''^        "''''''  "^'^  '''^'  «^-V  officially  recog- 

una  to  is^h  ^f '.  the  present,  the  present  close  season  bo  rotainid,  rmmeirfrJm  1st 

une  to  15th  September  in  each  year,  both  days  inclusive :  ^'  "' 

iVvSn        I       ^J"^'^^  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  boat  and  appurtenances  no  fisherman  ah^n 

li..en«.g)  r       '''°'"'  ^'''°*  ""  P'°''"'"«'  f"  "J-'to    (Com-is8ion«-  Ogdea 

is  .opL;fe\id°L''rrr:tfitr°"  ^ 

VIII.  That  UBdor  .oction  21,  !m,..,ctiun  4  of  tho  fi.heries  Aot  a  liberal  induce- 


ill 


ft 


ll>otfl*«io«J  under  •  »f^«<Ma  of  leasvH  to  poMnn»  who  will  undertake  under  strin- 
gent  logulu  1P«  fO  ^row  oyslers  on  private  bcdn.  That  is  to  hty,- that  a  luane  be 
in«-cn  (andcv  bondM),  for  i,ot  more  thur.  nine  year^  (renewable)  at  a  nominal  rent 
I6r  the  tir«t  th»oo  years,  conditional  OB  a  ^nfficionoy  of  brood  ovHteni  beinjr  planted 
on  the  area  within  one  year  after  date  of  the  i.Bue  of  lease.  The  Givarnment  to 
ii*ye  a  lion  on  bucIi  i  'anted  bodH  ;  »uui»iifc  w 

4.- .^"^    Easy  and  inoxpfniHive  arraDgomontH,  by  which  persona  owning  wntorfron. 
^   J^Vf.      o  '  °^"  ^oroflhor*«  for  oyster  culture  from  the  Government ; 

X  That  Parliament  bo  invited  -  appropriate  a  8um  or  Hums  for  the  formation 
of  oyef.Hr  beds  in  various  waters  and  placeb  found  adapted  for  that  purpose  and  for 
trtnspiuotiDg  oyHtors,  and  re-slockinj?  exhausted  flshorieH  by  natural  or  urtiaoial 
""*  y7'Siu""°"'''  ^'^^  ''^°^'^"  21.  sub-Hootion  5.  of  the  Fisheries  Act; 

XL  The  appointment  of  a  responsible  officer  of  fisheries,  capable  of  the  pnsition 
and  to  rank  with  ihH  Superintendent  of  Pisciculture,  as  General  Superintendent  of 
Uyster  iMMherios,  and  to  have  general  superintendence  of  all   public  and  private 
oyster  culture  i  *^  * 

b    th^^D  ^  ^^''*^*"°  of  registration  of  oyster  boats,  with  other  details  to  be  arranged 

With  reference  to  clause  XII  Mr.  Commissioner  Ogden  moved  the  insertion  of 
the  word  "free  "system  of  registration,  &o. 

^/-  Commishioner  Deacon  moved,  seconded  by  Commissioner  Duvar  that  the 

dfsSin*'^      "^  oyster-fishing  boats  be  one  dollar— Carried.    Mr.  Ogden 

AH  of  which  above-writton  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 
1887  "*  Shodiac,  Province  of  New  Brunswick  the  fifth  day  of  November,  A.D. 

'  EDWARD  HACKETT,  Chairman. 

ALFRED  OGDEN, 
W.  B.  DEACON, 
J.  HUNTER  DUVAR,  Secretary. 
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ADDITIONAL  REMARKS  ON  TAB  OYSTER  FISHERY. 

««««♦?  V°'''°°4?V*»®^*  ^°.  ^^''^^  ^^'^  °°'*'"'®  o^  oy*t<"*8  has  been  developed  on  the^ 
fZo«  InH  w°nn^  '^/  ^I'^'*'^"  ^'***«  **!  *»»«  U"'''**  ^t«tes  as  well  as  on  the  shores  o^ 
ari^ftffi''°i ''''}'''  .*  '®'''®''  **T°«  °^  England,  indicates  the  oyster  aa  a 
fXr«    TkI  rn*°'*  °"^°°'''  [^'^r®-    ^°'  ^^^••y  «ea  bottom  is  suitable  for  oyster- 
?    S;  ^JtL^a     T'n^^"*""*  *»ew<»  somewhat  vague  reports  of  unsaccossfnl  attempts 
lnft„«Sn     t"*  ^^^^^^^t'  N.B.,  Ga8pd,Que.,and%lsewheroinNewBrun9wfck 
«?L,^«      \  ^°  P'opag*'®  oysters  snccessfully  requires  bottom  of  a  certain  degree 
SiSf!.V-'®^''-r^""'^°i:  *"^*''   ^'"  8ea.vormin,notwui,.,a  hy  strong  tides  nor  a 
nff^T   iK'"!!''^"'^^*^"''^''''^'^*"""'^'^"''  ^'^l"   "e^eral  other  r..1r..,r  requisitrio'^ 
i«it  k    -A    iT^^'  «''®**"'  ***■  ^*«'''  "*  ^"""ity  'n  ^l»o  ^atf'  ^    •^'«   ->       tant  and  oan^ 
only  be  judged  by  an  expert  and  be  ascertained  by  scioiiiifio  means.    A  water' 
temperature  of  66°  to  70O  at  «;,««,>.<,  time  is  also  ePsJntial.    SalinTty  Snd  tZoZ 
K  If^  '°  almost  every  bay  and  estuary,  according  to  depth  and   bottom   and  in- 
fn  1°       .Tt    ^^^J'^],  '^^^^  *"^  ^"^"ty  0'  t'le  oysters  themselves  vary  so  much 

i? wf  W^^AiT'/^l* .\'^r"^*!;^  ''"^  *^"  °°  ^°°^^°g  «*  ''^  oy«ter  in  wL  waters 
ii71        /      '^''  °^  which  knowledge— as  well  as  much  other  information— wouldl 
req-niu    ^  k-  ,  oese^s^d  by  the  superintendent  of  oyster  culture.  L 

a«*j!t'''*      '"'^•sn';  action  4,  of  the  Fisheries  Act  authorises  the  Minister  to  grant! 
S  far  M  5- '    '^  '^  "^^f?  ^°'  *°y  *«:™  °^  y«a''8  *»  a°y  P«'«on  who  wishes  to  plant « 


iniB  t   ,  .i  the  Minister  unlimited  power  as  to  the  lenelh  of 


leasee    Bat  in  Auction  4  of  ibe  same  Act  his 


power  of  granting  leaaoe  for  othof= 
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CoS.'"  '"°"'' '  ''^  "'""  ^*'*'*'''  ""'^*'°^  ""'^"  ^l'*  aalhority  of  tho  Governor  in 
.«  I  ^"y  j"".«''*"«"-|i.O'»cvor  bonoflcial,  and  especially  if  it  touches  fishermen  ^km 
lol..ttJeaga.nHtproj,.d,oe.  Mud.  .(arm  is  almJy  expressed  at  the  Imro  supnos? 
••  m"onoHy°"  ''"'''  "'^  ''•  '"'^  "^'  ""^  •'"" '^  '«  ^'"'"K  ^he  parn.t^^of 
Nor  is  thiw  fear  altOMthor  wiihont  some  faint  shadow  of  oxcm^  Tho  natural 
history  of  the  oyntor  will  exploin  h  thus  :- Jatnral,  or  sea  ovster  bediT  nre  n^ 
stationary      They  throw  offV.        ,.  j.^^  been  nwurm  ng    Xch  Cat  "forms  otW 

;!3  ifi  "  TSI^fl  V^"'*''  Vr"'':  ""'  '^"^  '"^^"""^  "'•"""d  the  cironmferancrof-  th. 
It  '.J.  -rn  "['"*"  ^"'^  ""^  '''^  ^''^  '•<"'  """^  then  hunt  for  those  now  nos  It  is 
1  IT.he  nn'bn  tLt:r"'  "^T.  ^"'"^  '.""""  "»>  ^y  private  culturlstH  chiflnh  ng 
VM  ut  ^?„  «  "^hcrmen  would  bo  restricted.  There  is  another,  not  now  threateneS 

10  uutiaiions,  and  the  public  b.boimoi.  know  nothing  of  these  fluctuations  until  thev 

«hu  ot  s'uoof;  «;3  'tVe  ."hi:;  ""  % '"'''  '^'.^  ^-A^-^oo  is  that  at  times  there  is'i 
««  .nLu^^^^i  .  ''h'PPors  w.ll  not  purchase  at  any  price  (therefore  the  OTstors 
are  spoiled)  while  at  another  time  they  are  in  demand  at  increased   prices     Prfvala 

;to  wJSSTn'ow  wL*r:r i:  ""^r^'j  V^^  ^^^"'^  ^-^  -  "her  iSnr  term  "and 

Jtrl'a'ntige^ref  pllliZfn';  ''''''"''''  ^'^^'^  «"'^-«  -^''"  ^^  --P^« 
A  lease  grunted  for  so  long  a  period  as  twenty  years  is  vlrtnallv  gi  en  awav  and 
practically  represents  a  freehold.  "^After  the  first  four  years  i"  become,  "ralaabla 
piece  of  real  estate  to  the  fortunate  possessor.  For  the  first  three  veu  -T  ir  s  all 
ou  lay.  In  tho  fourth  year  the  first  fruits  should  pay  interest  on  ?he  out,  y  bit  ?ti 
ln.i:.lT":-^'''\^y  y*":    '^^'  '*'"« °f  the  leLe^or liceSso fn  the fif  h  vear beaS 

;zre  yerrr"hi^o?i,i:;iS "  ^ '°-  -  --'-■  --  ^-  ^^  lon^«- Aol 

activt3cSat?on''FTrir""'''"!?°'T°''.!;°r  '''•«'''  *<>  become  tho  obieots  of 
acuve  speculation.     !< or  this  reason  they  f-hou  d  be  put  under  the  striotoHt    nnnAr 

aTd''o"th«Se  at5en'd?dr  ^'^V''^'  "^^^""^  ^'^"^  the^requTsftrqiSn'tilyo^br:  Jfl^h 
SlbacSot?«hanHV«°f.^^^^^  importance,  inasmuch  as  the  area» 

nf  fi  J''  P''°P?'^y  sopervise  oyster  fishing  throughout  Canada  demands  a  speciu  class 
ttX°^rr  n  ,rhinV°"*  "U'"''  f'omthe^niinary  flsherrwardenB  "^  W.  tZ 
menitlZ.^?!  mI^*.  ^^1^'  however,  is  matter  of  detail.  Whatever  arraojre- 
ment  IS  made  shouLi  be  placed  under  one  responsible  head  officer  ^ 

nn  fil"/®*^^  *'^^  °*  '5***"*  '"■**"•  "  ™»«t  wholly  depend  on  locality,  espec  illv 

would  afforH^af.'"'"' "^^  P'"?""*'^"  ^^^^^'^  '«  *  «»'^'  'o^tune.  and  evJ^  one  S 
leii  t^tlfr«««nZ1'''?i\r°.'^  '"««'•  «?"»"«  ™°»t  be 'included  within  h^ 
rsed^vZ'bZ  Sh«II?„h\\'  ^?"'  '^f'i"^  ^'^^  "°"«°«on  of  spat.  At  the  Yerseke 
leasea  oyster  beds  inHolland  the  leased  plots  range  from  U  to  about  150  aoros    and 

t'^Zll^Z  Sf  ?n'°  y**™'.'*^  "^^  «'^  °*  '^hfch  term  namely  in  ISSrai  "J 
fi^nfftf.  ^?'"®'"?"*®°t''*°'^  '^«'"®  '•«-'«t  at  maoh  enhanced  prices.    The 

wJSh  aholTw^f ^  " '°°  °?«  ?'•  ^'*°'''^»- h«t  the  principle  is  tde  same  All  of 
^^^IZ^T^rZ:^^:  «'>'*-  -»>-  --  the'canadian  oyster  fisheries 

in  ffct  w*"iK*"l  '^*''»®^*^*?  to  the  address  of  Professor  Hubreoht  on  "  oyster  fisheries 

CibiSna't  London  'I'fisTl  'h'^*.;'^^  ^""'T '"^^  °^  *»^«  Internatffai  pSerieT 
SlTJk?^  •  •  •  ^'.^"'^tothe  annual  reports,  for  various  yearc  of  the 
Shell  bsh  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  C.,nn«nt.innt  TT .«  fJi^LlJ^lf'^L  JJ! 
Focc-eaxng«  oi  the  Commission  as  to  oysters  and  suVvVo7'ar;a8'i;;;';y8tr  fls^^n^^^ 
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Also  10  Keport  of  US.  Fisheries  Commifisioners  for  1876,  pages  271  et  aeq.  And 
Canadian  Fisheries  Bluo  Boole  for  1873,  pages  1»7  et  seq. 

2. 

.  1  The  regulations  for  both  public  and  private  oyster  beds  in  Prance  are  too  tyran- 
ical  for  this  freer  land  of  Canada,  and  the  rules  adopted  in  the  Netherlands  have  too 
much  Dutch  stiffness  for  us  more  habile  Canadians.  Canadian  regulations  should 
rather  bo  framed  on  the  more  practical  methods  in  use  in  the  oyster  States  of  the 
United  Slates.  ' 

In  the  State  of  Maine  persons  wishing  to  cultivate  oysters  on  the  banks  of  bava 

or  creeks  belonging  to  the  State  must  first  obtain  a  permit  from  the  local  authorities. 

Ihe  only  exception  is  in  iiavor  of  plantations  situated  in  the  interior  of  bays  and 

gulls.     In  no  case  must  navigation  be  impeded. 

._       In  Massachusetts,  on  payment  of  fees,  permits  for  twenty  years  to  plant  oysters 

{l!r?*°l'^.''^u"'"*^  ^®.  ?''*a'°«d  from  the  mayor  and  selectmen,  of  eioh  maritime 
locality,  but  the  national  beds  must  be  respected. 

„««!!*''°?®  Island  (Providence  Biver.)  the  Commissioners  of  shell-fisheries  can 
grant  vacant  water  for  fiue  years,— and  the  beds  pay  an  annual  tax  to  the  State.  In 
l^^^^  ^*°  T""*  ^5"*°/^"'  '^'"''  ^®  assigned  to  any  one  person,  and  only  one  acre  per 
iead  to  members  of  a  Company  cannot  be  sublet.  No  definite  terra  of  lease.  ^ 
in  Connecticut  a  licencing  committee  nominated  by  the  people  grants  licenses 
tnT"}  ''ft^r  for  oyster  culture.  The  extent  of  ground  occupiSd  by  any  on?p^ 
m?y  bJ'heW  ^  ""'''     Committees  specify  the  term  foV  which  snob  license 

♦i,.iV??^'f°5  New  Fork  all  land  holders  on  the  banks  of  Harlem  River  have 
;«  «y  V**  P  *°*  °y^^''?  ''"  ^^^'^  foreshore.  In  Jamaica  bay,  L.  I.  the  same,  but 
no  individual  nor  association  can  occupy  more  than  a  quarter  ofamite  of  the  foreshore. 

in  j<ow  Jersey,  proprietors  of  tidal  waters  may  use  it  for  oyster  culture. 

m  Delaware,  any  cit\izon  of  the  State  (but  no  foreigner)  may  enclose  one  acre 
for  oyster  culture,  provided  the  publ.c  bedn  be  not  touched.        ^ 

/^o^^^a  f  ^'*°V'®''®8°^f*''"^*r®^'^«  ^an^o  a«  in  Delaware,  namely,  one  acre. 
Owners  of  shore  frontages  have  priority  of  choice. 

No  information  as  to  Virginia. 

8. 

^™*^'*t^*^®T"®i°^*''*°*''*^''^"*^**'°"'^®''''00d  of  more  or  fewer  natural 
oysters  being  found  on  areas  allotred  for  private  culture,  thereby  causing  jealousy 
and  irritation  the  following  note  is  appended  to  the  United  States  Commis'ToS  ' 
report  on   natural  oyster  banks  or  beds.  1»76,  page  297.    The  same  contintfencvTs 

And  the  holder  of  any  tuch  lease  or  license  shall  have  the  exclusive  risht  to  the 
oysters  produced  or  found  on  the  beds  within  the  limits  of  such  lease  or  Lefse"  ThJ 
note  says:  "  By  a  natural  bank  (or  bed)  we  mean  a  oonglomeration  of  mollugoJ 
greseniing  a  character  of  continuity,  constituting  what  is  usually  called  an  oyster- 
bed.  The  natural  bank  may  be  single  or  formed  of  several  small  banks  separated 
Z/rif„r  """a  *?  T"^^'  ''1'  ^^'^y^  sufficiently  connected  to  be  considered  parts  of 
h«LJi.  ;  ^«!0P'a''«8«'tere.  through  accidental  circumstances,  inolated  oysters 
have  developed,  they  are  not  classed  among  the  natural  bods,  since,  if  this  wore  the 
^^'llV'^'^'t  P"''  ""^  *t?  ^bmarine  .oil  of  the  coast  would  be  under  rnSct  on 
™.1hI  ^^  K^^"*  '""'"'^  t^.  •'°P°««i»>le.  However  protective  the  Amoric.n  laws 
may  be  in  what  concerns  public  property,  they  are  careful  not  to  interfere  with 
privase  enterprise  by  a  too  rigorous  interpretation  of  the  term  'public  property '  " 

4. 

daiW^£jtr!^«S? T-'''°°*''  V''"®*^  Bale  du  Vin,  N.B.,  60  and  70  vessels  have  baen 

Tt7«riH^^,-''^'°^?''"y'"''^*''"PP'°^ ''■''"  *'»«  *l'*«'*dy  impoverished   beds. 
The  same  depletion  is  going  on  at  several  other  places. 
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5. 

They  are  several  lagoons  and  sheltered  coves  among  the  Magdalen   Islands 

Tf  rfl'lJ!lL*'l*T*®"*'°"l'*i'*«''°''°  Bucoessfully,  and  thereby"  in  the  cours^ 
of  a  few  years,  afford  a  new  industry  to  the  rather  shiftless  and  unenternrisine 
^    population.    Frequent  shells  of  oysters  are  washed  up  near  the  Columbine  ShoSs^ 
I    thai  indicating  that  oysters  have  been,  or  are  now,  in  that  locality.  ' 

i  ®' 

S  ^    ♦  ^""f!^  ^H  V'^^^f''^  ^:  e'ght  years  several  applications  for  lease  of  sea  areas  for 

I  nliTfr^3  ,.^''«  *'y'^''o?';aphi«  system  Of  the  Province  is  peculiarly  suited  lor 
I  TiZf^^T.  f'  ^  T?''  H*°<*  being  interlaced  with  tidal  cl-eelts  and  the.  -  being 
I  f.i»iS?  »,«i  fill  r™  '*"*'*°^t»«»°  o'ght  miles  from  tidal  salt  water.  Prince  EdwaiS 
I  i-ft     4    f^    a""  PpP^'at'on  to  the  square  mile  than  any  other  part  of  the  rural 

i  tS  n„a  it;!«*'    '^''°??*  tl'  '\'  *"'*"°'  «"•«  '»'<*  off  5  chains  aJd  10  chains  Tn 

^    ?^°t°'*°^.7^^enover  practicable  the  frontage  faces  on  salt  water.     I'he  tenure  is 

I  treehold.     Ffc-s  gyes  an  enormous  number  o? claimants  who  might  have  the  rizht  to 

i^Sf«r?Jt- '"  H-'^riff  *^°.^^  «^  *•"«  Commissioner's  Report,  and  when  the  matte? 

^rXdf^     P^™^°°J.>*^.%P?''''«''  >«  P'-o''*^'"  t'^'^t  many  applications  wi'l  be 
I  received  from  Prince  Edward  Island.  ^     n 

7. 

Cost  of  a  Paoxioiivi  Sebvisb. 
Although  it  is  bdyond  the  mission  of  the  Cjoamissionors  to  surmise  what  course 
St.k-rt'?^''"    "i^  **«"?  •'  f"'°P®''  *"  ***°P*'  *^o  following  is  offered  as  an  oHtimate 
^^Tm  -    .      °"^..  -^  efficient  protective  service  lor  the  Canadian  oyster  fisheries 
would  cost  annually :—  ■^ 

1  General  Superintendent,  salary ft\  qqq 

Fis  expenses '^qq 

1  Overseer L.^^H'IZZZ^'''.]  600 

liis  expenses , .^qq 

1  Travelling  overseer  (as  detective) ""..'...*......... *..*.*.*..  400 

His  expent-es,  a  like  sum ••'••••  ^^^ 

Clerk   \ *!.",'!!!!'.'"  365 

1  Surveyor,  paid  for  hiH  work,  say .*.*.*.. ..........l.*.*."..'."  «00 

12  07St5ir  wardenp,  with  boats,  viz.  4  in  Prince  Rdward 
jHlaiid ;  6  in  N  w  Brunswick,  and  2  (without  boats')  in 
Nova  Scotia,  at  8150  ;  Prince  Edward  Isl8.id  and  New 

Brunswick  at  $250 y  pnn 

Cost  of  10  boats  at  835 .".V.V.'.'.V.VV.'. .'.".*.'.".'  350 

Wage;i  oi'  boats'  crews,  12  men  at  $90  per'seasouV. ....'..'.".".'.'  i.oio 

Total,  say sio.noo 

Against  which  as  a  setoff  any  license  or  registration  fee,  or  oyster  tax,  or  lease 
01  private  grounds.  >        j  » " 

8. 

r.r«?if*!?T°u?*l*5!f  fl**'''  of  oysters  in  Canadian  waters  fron  the  year  187Q  to  the 
present  date,  alst  October,  1887 :—  /  .    w  i,u« 

^'"'  Catch. 

lol^ Have  no  record. 

Igll a«,4-^o 

*°'* Have  no  record. 


('■  1 
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?3f 27,288 

\lti 14,318 

^^''^••VV V 1U716 

ic^r    ^       *'*"'"'"'  °*'"®'  ^•^•^'  **®^"»  set  down  ut  41  bariein.) 
}t' 16.856 

}S 41,956 

}p,2 " 57,132 

**''** 62.905 

1837  (P.B.T.  to  date,  30,000  barrels  or  upwards.) 

J.  HUNTER  DUVAR, 

Secretary  of  Cotmiission, 

,      ,,.  .        ,.  OTHER  SHELL  FISH. 

««.>i?  l«r  1?"    J^*^  1°^^**""  .(^«'"«'-«s  Americams)  and  the  oyster  (Ostrea   Vir. 
^       pL,»  vS''"''''f"/>  ^^^  °'^°''  «''«"-fi«''  0^  t^'^  Atlantic  cost  of  Canada  are  • 

OBABS  (Clanger)  of  more  than  one  variery.     ['«  Orasta.. ears,"— not  "  sheli-fiea 

MussKL  (Mytilus  edulis)  and  another  with  fluted  shell. 

OuIu^'J'  i^  ^?^^°^'  y^^^^"' ^)  l"  Cra8tacean,"~not  " shell-fish  "  proper.  1 
^P«nrf^  It^  '  "*)  ®"^  ^L"^"  (^^'^"^  sotidissima)  Gyprina  Islandica,  and  FentM  «ie;d 
ffS«rV  •  ""'''f-'"  ?^«r''''  ^''^  also  called  Quahaug.  The  word  «  Qnahaucr " 
18  therefore  something  indefinite.      ( Qoere  ?    Holothuriaplantaphus  ?1  ° 

&AND  Clam,  or  Hoo  Clam,  or  (Alya  arenaria.)  ^        f        J 

Long  Shell  Clam  (Solensis  radiatus.) 

SoALhov  (^Pectentenuiscostatus).    (Mig.  and  Ad.) 

Bazok  Clam  (Soknsis,  var.  Americmus  ) 

Pkbiwinklb  (Litterina  liierea.) 

Sqoid  (Sepia  Media.) 

verifi^rb?j7r''HL"«°i***o*''V!^^\?""''*'"«  ^'""^"'  and  the  list  has  been  kindly- 
ZJthPwTn.I:^^-^."*'"''!^''^  ^°^*  «°<'"«  Provincial    Museum,  and  by  Mr.  J. 
Matthew  Jones,  a  distinguished  naturalist  of  Halifax,  and  for  many  years  presiden 
of  the  Xova  Scotia  Institute  of  Natural  Science.  «  y  years  presiaent 

N  S    fiaKr^n  t  ?  Bhellfish  are  occasionally  oflfered  in  small  quantities  in  the  Halifax. 
^mio'valSe  *        °°"^°^  *^*'"  ^"-"^  ^"''""*°  '^'^^  "^^"'"^'^  *°  »>e  of  much  econ! 

oomn^arJd  wTtS  fCrfK^^^'r?  k°  *^'  ^r.*^'"°  ^*''"»*''''  »'"*"'•«  «""*11  in  size  as 
SJTeSoTbodv  On-  .f^?"*^'''  '°.^^'' ''"'"«  ««'*^*'™  °»°'-«  than  five  to  six  inches 
Gu If  a!  Gas  i  A  r.?,T  ?^*''?  ^"^'^^'O^^J^  *>««  ««Pt«ed  specimens  as  far  up  the 
crabs  out  of  f^  ^«.l  .  • ''^t  ""^  f^^'?""'  ^-  ®"  ^^P'-esses  an  opinion  that  what  keeps 
ffibelii  fK«f  f  ^'i*  "  ^•'^  abundance  of  lobsters.  In  the  absence  of  lobsters  it 
The  vaiuf  o^  Z "H'K?"^P'y  ^*  '^''^  ^°"'^  ™««*  » '•«'«^y  ««'«  ««  «  *'''««kfaBt  dish. 
nreoiiffiH  on  iK?.  ^/  ^1.'K®  ^""f  ^*'"  "^^^  *«  «°  «'-ticl«  Of  food  and  as  bait,  is  little  ap- 
ESSllt  r,li  ^'t  °^*'l®  ^*'r*'^-  ^»  t'^^  ^"''«?»  fresh  fi.h  markets  mussels  are 
Th«  fi«&^''*'*if°'"  ''''®  *°^  fetch  a  price  second  only  to  oysters  and  cockles 
?beir  otfef  reMa?c.«^.*  '*"'  coast  of  ScotlanJ,  where  fishing  is  well  understood  place 
bpr«r«lr  ^1f  T.""?'^*^!^'.*^®  ^""^^  ^'"i*  f«''t^^«J''  deep  sea  set  lines.  Extensive 
relnrr««Ti"^'«'u'^^*'^  ^'^^  ^°^  •"*•*  and  to  sell  as  ?ooa.  This  is  one  of  the 
ref-ources  that  our  fishermen  ignore,  but  which  might  turn  ouHo  He  «a!u-h!e  ^n 
ii..oi,igoni  hands.    The  variety  used  for  food  is  my^&^duZ,^:  in  "which  som^tmos 
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pearls  are  fonnd.    The  variety  with  a  striated  shell  are  not  oaten,  although  eauallv 
good  for  bait.  '  ^      ^       j 

There  are  few  breakfast  tables  in  England  on  which  Shbimps  (cragon  vulanns)  do 
not  figure  as  an  appetising  dish.  The  capture  of  these  small  crustaceans  ^ives  iaree 
employment  to  the  females  and  youth  of  the  fiuhing  classes  all  along  the  Bnclish 
coast,  and  the  amount  of  ready  money  they  realize  must  amount  to  a  very  conBidorable 
sum  annually.  Shrimps  are  taken  by  a  person  wading  to  the  knees,  or  deeper  and 
pushing  forward  a  wide  mouthed  shallow  scoop-net  with  very  small  rnehhe^,  the 
shnmp  being  slender  and  not  more  than  two  inches  in  length,  but  rich  and  delicate 
in  taste  when  boiled.  Shrimps  are  abupdapt  «ll  aloqg  the  coasts  of  the  Maritime 
coasts  of  Canada,  especially  in  sandy  bays.  Bathers  must  have  felt  them  striking 
against  their  feet.  They  have  been  caught  in  quantify  in  Halifax  Harbor  by  natur- 
alistg  dredging  for  aquatic  specimens;  they  are  abundant  on  the  shores  of  Prince 
JSdward  Island,  and  elsewhere  along  the  Canadian  Atlantic,  their  remains  may  be  seen 
among  the  debris  on  the  beach.  Among  the  minor  hhellfish,  fishing  shrimps,  and 
after  being  boiled,  exposing  them  for  sale  in  market  would  probably  be  the  beBinninff 
of  a  considerable  demand.  Says  a  correspondent,  ••  the  breakfast  table  of  the  epicure 
could  easily  be  furnished  with  these  appetising  morsels." 

Qaabaug  (riMctrd).  The  mactra  can  be  found  from  the  beach  of  estuaries  to  a 
depth  01  twelve  fathoms  water  at  sea.  Fine  specimens  are  found  at  MarearetV  Bay 
and  along  the  west  coast  of  Nova  Scotia  and  elsewhere. 

CiAMs  are  too  well  known  to  need  description.  Clam  bakes  are  an  institution 
ot  our  Kopublican  neighbors.  When  bait  was  permitted  to  bo  sold  to  American 
nshermen  the  Acadian  French  women  along  the  north  of  Prince  Edward  Island  made 
a  little  income  by  selling  shelled  clams  fbr  bait  at  12  cents  per  quart.  Clams  are  still 
a  basis  in  the  Acadian's  soup. 

Scallop.  Hard  and  indigestible,  but  sometimes  eaten.  Might  be  had  in 
moderate  quantity.  ® 

Specimens  of  Bazor-fish,  or  EAzoa  Clam,  offered  at  rare  intervals  in  the  fish- 
market  of  Halifax  have  found  purchasers  among  epicures. 

Pbbiwinklks  on  the  Canadian  coast  are  generally  too  small  to  be  an  obiect  of 
traffic.  ** 

Squid  are  found,  in  varying  plenty  year  after  year,  oflf  the  coasts  of  Cape 
Auu  ?"^*"0"o»'th  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  elsewhere  in  Canadian  waters. 
Although  furnishing  the  best  bait  for  the  deep-sea  fisheries,  their  capture  is  not 
systematically  pursued  on  the  large  scale  it  deserves,  owing  to  the  abundance  of 
Herring  bait  which  is  more  easily  come  at, 

J.  HUNTER  DUYAR, 

Member  and  Secretary  of  Comviimom 

BBPORT  ON  MINOR  SHELL-FISH. 

As  years  ^ass  on  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  fishery  of  the  minor  Phellfish  will 

grow  into  a  business  of  some  pecuniary  value,  and  as  it  will  be  for  local  supply  fresh. 

and  impossible  to  be  carried  on  with  a  commercial  view  such  as  is  the  case  with 

oysters  and  lobsters,  the  profits  would  remain  with  thn  tibhermon  themselves,  and 

would  add  another  item  to  their  precarious  receipts.    Fi^hormen  are  proverbially 

Slow  to  adopt  any  new  features  in  their  businefs,  and  it  would  be  a  fit  task  for  a  phil- 

anihropist  to  leach  the  fishermen  that  marketable  resources  are  to  be  found  along 

the  beach,  which  could  be  gathered  for  market  by  women  and  children   while  the 

T^aV^^l^^'^  '^  ^^"^Vf""  ^^^'^'^  °"  ^^^  ««»•    AH  that  is  wanted  is  the  beginning  of 
a  market.  The  rest  would  follow.     (See  page  2b'.) 

The  Commissioners  do  not  deem  it  necessary,  at  present,  to  make  any  surges. 

tiODB  for  the  regulation  ofthe  minor  shell  fisheries.  /  ""oges 

By  order  of  Commissioners, 

J.  HUNTER  DUVAR, 

Secretary  of  Commission, 
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EVIDENCE. 


APPENDIX    No.   1. 


PiilNCB    EDWARD    ISLAND. 

„r  p  T'''^  twonty.firat  day  of  Soptomber,  A.D.  1887,  at  Hernewood.  Lot  Six,  County 
of  Princo,  Provinoo  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  appeared  before  me  WiLLiAii  Hinrt 
LociiEAi)  and  made  affidavit  to  keep  secret  the  evidence  given   before  the  Govern- 

**??="  nn^T«'""°^?P°"''?u  to  e^S."'*™  into  and  report  upon  the  shell  fisheries  of 
this  Dominion,  and  transcribed  by  him. 

Clar,,.n  K«fi>.«  *•  J      ,  ..  W*  H.  LOGHEAD. 

isworn  before  me,  time  and  place  above  mentioned. 

J.  HUNTER  DUVAR, 
J.  P.  for  Prince  County  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  Province 
of  Prince  Edward  Island  for  all  the  requirements  of  the  Fish' 
enet  Acts  and  the  Regulations  made  under  them. 


PRECIS  OF  EVIDENCE 

Offered  before  the  Government  Commissioners  to  enquire  into  and  report  upon  the 
obsters,  ojrster  and  other  shell  fisheries  of  the  Atlantic  Maritime  Provinces  of 
the  Dominion  of  Canada,  the  Commissioners  bein?  Eiward  Haokett,  of  Prince 
Edward  Island  (Chairman),  Alfred  Ogden,  of  Nova  Scotia,  W.  B.  Daacon,  of 
J^ew  Brunswick,  and  John  Hunter  Duvar,  of  Prince  Edward  Island  (SecretarV). 
At  Charlottetown,  Princo  Edward  Island,  on  13th  July,  1887,  present  Com- 
missionors  Ogden,  Deacon  and  Duvar. 

T-.n-^^^.^w";!  S'  ^«N«woBTH,  Esq.,  offered   evidence.     Mr.   L^neworth  represents 
Ijon^'worth  &  Co.,   who  are  owners  of  seven  factories,  namely.   West  Point.  South- 
West  Po,n  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  S<nith's  Point,  north  of  %est  Point!  RaSy's 
«ifh  'Jn       ^n'  ^T  ^S,l'.*°  J?'."*  *'  <^^P^  *^iJ'"0''t.  a"d  at  Cove  Head,  Tracadie, 
««^L    ^K"To-^?"^^y-,  .P'^  fishing  season  employs  28  boats  actually   working 
and  has  about  2a  boats  laid  up  since  last  year.    Those  fishermen  cost  each  not  lefs 
than  820  a  month,  and  the  women  about  $10  per  month.    Considers  that  we  pay 
nn«  ^n,f,;?     V^^.r^oni\i,  and  bavo  throe  pay  days  for  euoh  wages,   making  closely 
on  816  ODD  to  provide  for  wages.     Mr.  Longworth  explained  a  memorial  he  had  sent 
to  the  Government  to  the  effect  that  he,  with  others,  would  rather  open  as  now  with 
a  month  of  recess  in  July  and  fish  until  the  1st  October,  thin  continue  the  present 
dates.     Would  be  wiling  to  assent  to  a  license  system,  and  after  one  year's  due 
;J^«wis9q'*'  ^?°'<i°ot  object  to  completely  closing  down  for,  say,  one  year, 
namely  1889,  provided  that  legitimate  packets  be  given  protection  of  areas  under 
section  17,  subsection  5,  of  the  Revised  Fisheries  Act,  re-enacted  of  date  1836     Mr 
Ijongworth  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  having  different  fishing  seasons  oa  the  south 
side  ot  the  Island  as  against  the  north,  as  petitioned  for  in  his  memorial.    Although 
ie  would  assent  to  wholly  closing  down  id  188S,  ho  wants  1838  u  change  of  fishing 
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set  forth  in  the  memorial  he  had  for- 
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time  for  the  south  of  the  Island  on  the  terms 
warded  to  the  Department. 

Jround^ii8  &   hit  ill  iiZ^^'  ^  ^'^^^  "'"  °^  '*'''«*«™  ^0*  '««»>««  'f  the  fishing 
grouna  was  leased,  but  10 J  is  too  large  as  matters  now  stand.      Would  like  to  fish 

rnl?easrofTmon"tt  Tt"^  ?k'  ^U  fiahery.  but  would  L  conten?  iJuh  a  fi'a t 

T  WalJ-T  W^TH^Jn     m  •"  \^fy  ^'^'  ^^y  ^*>''  J""«.  J'lly.  August. 
«tatp?iLTt«  •!  •  ^^^O'^'  Oharhttetown,  appeared  before  the  Commission  and 
SnrJnf  M     a°**'*'*T'**'  '"P?"®''  »°  twenty-fivo  fantorien.    He  hw  hoard  the 

lui^r^^^lrf^^^^^^^^  '-^^-^"^  «g-  with  him  ?xJ:;[li;^^ 

vested°/nth«TnirJl°°''''  having  been  interrogated  stated  that  the  capital  now  in. 

esses:?'- -  i^-^^^^s 

stated  thaf^h^S^l'-hJ^'f-  ^"'"'  ^Ti!^  ^'^"'y-  «PP«««d  before  the  Commission  and 

L&nt7inrhi^aTif     A    '  "®  event  of  areas  and  protection  bein-rffivon  he   Mrr 

o^^^JeaV  rduSa  crosu?e7f?h?^^^^       ''S'*'  '"  P^^  ?^  *"""*•  licenroSIfoV  a  term 

*i.g  further  .mer^..ea/M,.'L.Kd°lh«tfre?itw^^^^^ 
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only  one  yeur,  tho  pnckors  could  kcop  Ihoir  gear  togothor,  but  if  for  a  longer  period 
it  would  {ioUiriorato.  Thoro  Ih  a  difforonce  in  tho  date  of  lobsters  Hpawning  in 
difforont  yours,  ranjiinif  bh  mooh  as  fidoon  da}'8 ;  for  instanoc,  thoy  are  commencing 
to  spawn  now,  vJuly)i  or  an  a  latest  date  might  not  commence  till  Int  of  August. 
Further,  having  ntatcd  that  tho  generality  of  the  lobsters  taken  at  his  factory  are 
twelve  incho>  in  length,  ho  could  not  object  if  tho  legal  standard  of  size  wore  rained 
to  K'i  inches, 

Mr.  James  Stewart,  Manager  for  the  Point  Prim  Packing  Co.,  Point  Prim, 
Queen's  County.  As  the  said  Commission  is  taking  evidence  from  those  onf^aged  in 
tho  lobntcr  busintHH,  my  opinion  as  regards  the  lobster  season  for  the  southern  shore 
is  to  y^lofti  in  tho  month  of  July  and  allow  us  to  take  that  month  after  tho  2flth  of 
August.  Wo,  in  n  y  opinion,  would  bo  preserving  tho  fish,  and  the  fish  would  be  in 
a  bo  tor  condiiioii  to  puck,  after  tho  said  date.  Wo  sourcoly  see  any  lobsters  with 
spawn  after  the  U,t  of  August,  but  in  July  there  is  more  ti^h  with  spawn  than  any 
other  month  of  tho  year,  uiid  tho  result  is  with  careless  paukors  that  they  are 
53Htroyed  by  tho  million.  1  would  have  no  objoction  to  closo  for  one  year,  providing 
iincH  art'  ostubli^hoJ  before,  but  as  to  closing  fbi-  three  years,  all  our  plant  would  be 
usoleM^.  But  if  compensated  for  plant,  &(J.,  w  old  bii  willinji;.  Wo  have  cloi^cd  the 
firbt  of  this  moiuh  all  along  tliis  shore,  and  hoijo  that  wo  will  bo  granted  that  time 
after  tho  L'Oth  August.  Wo  have  only  had  about  one  month's  fishing  th/s  season  as 
yet  on  this  tihoro. 

Massus,  McDonald,  by  Aboh.  McDonald,  Esq.,  of  Georgetown,  have  now  only 
one  t'actory  in  opeialion  at  Launching,  with  17  boats,  employing  22  men  and  15  girls, 
to  wliom  art)  jiaid  vvaycs  for  the  season  amounting  to  $2,856,  or  about  $130  per  man. 
Mr.  McDonald  thinks  tho  present  remedy  is  to  close  the  lobster  fishery  to  about  half 
the  time,  i-ay  for  only  six  weeks,  from  opening  of  tho  season  to  somewhat  later  ; 
thiiil'CH  from  Ist  June  to  16th  July  would  do.  Knows  no  other  means  of  preserva- 
tion of  the  fii^hory.  The  taking  of  lobsters  close  in  shore  should  also  be  prohibited. 
Question  :  How  about  a  leasing  system  ?  Does  not  think  that  such  a  system  would 
have  any  ^uitablo  effect.  Does  not  see  it  would  make  any  difference  in  the  way  of 
protection, — it  would  be  like  the  Scott  Act.  Question:  If  the  penalty  wore  made 
very  heavy  ?  Boliovos  that  would  have  no  effect.  Is  quite  satisfied  that  shortening 
the  fcoason  to  six  weeks,  say  1st  June  to  15th  July,  would  bo  ample  protection.  If 
total  closure  is  made  it  should  be  done  for  two  or  three  years.  The  tendency  now  is 
to  put  up  shanties  and  pack  100  or  200  oases.  Messrs.  McDonald  Bros',  factories  were 
built  for  2,000  to  3,000  traps,  but  do  not  set  more  than  1,000  traps. 

Honorable  Samuel  Prowse,  Murray  Sarbor,  King's  Connty.  In  regard  to 
the  Iob;ter  fishing  business,  I  may  say  that  1  am  more  than  ever  convinced  that  tho 
closing  of  all  factories  in  the  Dominion  for  at  least  three  years  is  tho  best  and  only 
means  to  protect  tho  businet-s  and  that  this  regulation  should  be  put  in  force  at 
once. 

ilR.  S.  S.  Forest,  of  Georgetown,  of  Forrest  &  Shebrar,  of  Halifax,  N.S.,  and 
P.  E.  L,  has  been  eleven  years  in  the  lobster  business  in  Prince  Edward 
Island.  Has  still  one  factory  in  the  Island  employing  40  men  and  20  women  to 
whom  $6,000  in  wages  will  be  paid  this  season,  besides  other  outlay,  or  equal  to 
$130  per  man.  Mr.  Forrest  would  favor  a  total  prohibition  of  lobster  fishing  of  not 
less  than  three  years.  Last  year  the  lobster  had  become  so  small  that  thoy  escaped 
through  the  bars  in  the  ti  aps.  In  1876  three  lobsters  filled  a  can,  and  last  year  1886, 
it  took  exactly  7|  lobsters  to  fill  a  can.  His  view  would  be  to  wholly  close  up 
the  lobster  factories  all  along  the  Gulf,  and  afterwards  to  limit  all  lobster  fishing  to 
two  months  only.  Thinks  that  would  sufficiently  protect  the  nine  inches  legal 
lobstor.  Nothing  under  9  inch  should  be  permitted ;  to  raise  tho  standard  to  10 J 
inches  would  not  do.  There  should  be  a  warden  to  every  factory.  Disapproves  of  a 
leasing  system  ;  it  would  virtually  give  the  packers  a  monopoly  and  he  himself  goes 
in  for  fair  competition.  In  his  opinion  a  leasing  system  would  not  work.  If  leases 
were  granted,  the  tenure  of  lease  should  be  forfeiture  of  the  lease  for  offences;  but  he 
himsolf  would  never  iouso  lishiag  grounds.     No  one  date  of  closing  or  close  season 
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would  suit  all  iocahties.  Ho  himnelf  (Mr.  Forrest)  in  1879  had  3  factorien  but  on 
account  of  the  scarcity  of  lobster.,  had  to  make  arrangements  to  corromra  o  his 
workH  by  closm^  two  of  them.  In  1875.  he  pa.ked  4,000  ca.e.  with  1  SoQ  "raps?  and 
this  year  on  tho  Name  groords,  with  2.500  traps  will  pack  1.500  ca.OH.  ^  ' 

At.  Court  House,  Houris,  the  16th  July,  18H7,  a'.  2  o'clock  p.m.,  morabors  of  the 
Comra..s,on  met.  Prosoni :  MoPsrH.  Ogden,  Deacon  and  Duvar.  Jiy  public  notice 
evidence  was  received.  The  Mmi.ter  of  Marine  and  F.Hherios  beir  /i.^  SoSrif  the 
Commission  waited  on  h.m  ..nd  paid  their  respects.  Thereafter,  wero  in  hoS  nnd 
received  evidoi^e  offered  by  the  following  persons  interested  \n  the  iobZTshoJ? 
.  T^rAr"^  McLainr  .Sowm  owns  two  factories,  one  at  Bayfield,  Lot  46  and  one 
at  North  La/ce,  both  in  Ktng's  County.  Commoncod  fishing  in  i«80  t  ho  two  fSories 
employ  58  men  and  134  g.rls,  to  whom  will  bo  paid  thi.  solison  about  87,000  oraboSt 

S  6tirjX"-in  r88.fM'\'r^'^  f^i:^'  ""^  '^if  ^"^^  ^°«^" »"  ^«^fa  ^i-.  «^-d"-«d 

on  bth  July.     In  188(»  it  took  (ivo  lobsters  tu  fill  a  can  ;  it  takes  moro   now  •  the  fish 

m'at  mj;  U?n.L'r°''  ^'u  'T  '>"    -^^^''^  '^'^"'^^  '«  '^  ^«^«^  closure  for"  yrlwo years 
oratmostthreeyoiirs.uer  being  given   a  year's  (1888)   notice  and   permission   to 

llcense'Ier'''  '""'"''' '"  "  ''"'"  .-yntem,  but  iould  not  a..seSt  to  a  Zge 

MB8«as  McDonald,  McDonald  &  Co  ,  of  Souris,  arc  owners  of  two  lobster  fac 

East  PoinVbo^h  in  k'^^'^'o  ""'  '^'  ''iV  "^  «^-  ^'°'^™'>'  ^'"'^^  milos  no.  th-wes  of 
East  1 01  nt  both  in  King's  County;  oach  factory  netting   1,5  .0   tr.'.i,H.  and  toeether 

per  nxM.    In  1H80   n  took  5  lobsters  to  fall  a  can,  and   now  6*  or  7.     The  lobsters 

5T"  Aboi^'nfnf  o^'^''^"'  /f  -^"'^  ^"  30th,  and  commence  tl  get  sof.afr  20th 
July.  About  protection  :  would  recommend  the  close  season  of  three  years  after 
giving  notice  to  a  low  one  more  year's  fishing  in  188  i,  that  is  to  say.  o  touTy  olose 
dunng  the  years  18h9,  181.0  and  i89l,  and  then  re-open  under  rcSaiions  Vould 
not  bo  of  advantage  to  their  own  factories  if  beyond  the  period  expressed     Wo!  d 

one  a^Bl!okX!rh^fr^'Ir°^  ^T''' ''  """"T.^^  ^^°  ^'*«^°"'^«'  «"«  «t  Souris,  and 
one  at  Blaok  Bank  both  in  King's  County.    Both  factories  aro  running  this  year 

Z!iilllw/o"TLTX!'r^  "•^^"'^  till  20th  August.    Commoled'loC 
to  whnm  «7  nn?;  Jnu^^  ftones  employ  outside  «nd  inside  60  men  «nd  22  women, 
Mr  fcoiThnll   ^P^'"^  V""  T'^"  in  wages,  or  equal  to  about  Sl'^O  per  man 
VA       atT  ^5' v^^  ^^"  present  regulations  are  all  right  lor  the  north  side  of  Prince 
Edward  Island  but  it  would  be  better  for  the  south   side  of  Prince  Edwa?d  Isllnd 
running  from  Cape  Bear  to  West  Point,  to  commence  on  20th  A^  thershut  down 
mJ«1h  f"^'"'  «''1''«:OPOO  on   15th  August,  and  fish  until  closed  by  the  weather 
May  and  June  are  the  best  fishing  months.    The  first  two  years  after  commencing 
buiness,  namely,  in  1881-82,  4i  to  5  lobsters  filled  a  caj;  now  it  tSl  to  7^ 
lotally  ohjocts  to  a  total  closure  for  a  term  of  vears.    Thinks  leasTn^  w  )ul d  not  tend 
to  protect  the  lobsters.    Thinks  he  himself  would  not  make  anroxtTacxSon  to 
prop«o-ate  the  lobster  if  he  had  a  lease.    If  the  factories  were  shut  down  the  fisher! 
I        AiTlv^r  m'^h"  ^'^''gT'-    O^her  places  mean  the  United  State 
lthe8fateo?fJ!,'lJi^''Tu'^'?^'r^  W^arrfen,  iVbr^A  Lake,  King's  County,  explained 
done  a,fdfhitfL«n^^^  b&hery  ,n  his  district,  stating  that  it  was  completely  over- 
?he  season  i,.ti5«r^  TT?^A  P'-^^^^ting  its  total  extirpation  is  either  to  shorten 

&SS' disS  al  Ki- ^  T^'''«  ^"  fi^«  factories  in 

[bbsters.  '       of  which  had  to  close  down  about  the  middle  of  July  for  want  of 

ive?bWast  w^t'i««^?n'/''"-^'^^^  ^J?^''^*'  ^"^'*  ^''""'y'  ^*«  '^«"d  t»^«  testimony 
iven  by  last  witness  and  agrees  in  his  views  as  to  the  means  of  protection.  ^ 

'oil  R«;  in^fl^?       ^?'tl'^''^  ^''''*^"'  '^''«'"'«'  commenced  to  pack  lobsters  at 
\^LIZn^^lX  inLfs  olT'  ^''  ^"^  ""^  '*  ''  '  iobsteis^would  fill  a  on. 
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At  Dominion  Building,  Summerside,  tho  2lHt  July,  1887,  preBont  Mr.  Haokott, 
OhairniAn,  MosHrH.  O^don,  Doaoon  and  Huntor  Diivar;  tho  latter  Sooretsry. 
David  Kooius,  Knq  ,  of  Summer  aide,  offered  ovidenuo. 

Ih  intoroHtod  in  two  lobator  faotorioH  at  K^mont  Bay,  Prince  County,  omployin^ 
46  men  at  an  average  of  $30  per  month  per  man;  and  Vi  women  at  110  per  month 
thuB  expending  $5.88'^  in  wages  alone,  besidoa  tho  other  nooesaary  supplies,  bringing 
it  up  to  86,000.  ITid  view  is  that  different  seasons  should  be  for  north  and  soutn  of 
Prince  Rdward  Island.  On  tho  north  lobsters  strike  in  early  and  on  tho  south 
strike  in  later.  For  tho  south  he  would  suggest  tbat  finhing  might  commence 
about  25t<h  May;  cIoho  down  on  the  1st  July;  reopen  1st  Augusi;  and  finally  close 
on  20th  September.  This  would  suit  his  two  factories,  and  in  his  opinion  would  suit 
the  factories  tis  far  as  Lot  15  Point.  As  regards  tho  factories  being  closed  for  a 
term  of  years  (say  three)  he  is  doubtful  if  it  would  have  a  permanent  effect — might 
do  to  close  for  ono  year.  Believes  that  (he  enforcement  of  tho  present  law  (after 
one  year's  notice)  would  do;  and  would  allow  it  to  work  its  own  case.  Ho  would 
have  no  change  in  the  present  system,  (In  reply  to  Oommissionor  Deacon)  Sir. 
Bogers  said  ho  did  not  suppose  the  Government  had  power  to  lease  areas,  and  if 
they  had  such  power,  ho  did  not  think  it  would  be  a  protection  to  his  two  factories 
and  to  tho  industry.  (In  reply  to  Commissioner  Ogden)  Mr.  Rogers  expressed  hia 
opinion  that  if  the  Government  adopted  the  principle  of  giving  ureas  it  would  be 
looked  on  with  a  hard  feeling  and  cause  trouble,  as  tho  people  would  say  that  it  was 
taking  away  their  rights. 

Same  place  and  date,  before  tho  same  Commissioners,   T^^omah  H.   Kobblke, 
Esq.,  of  Summerside,  Lobster  Packer,  and  shipper,  gave  evidence. 

Has  been  a  shipper  since  1880.  Has  six  factories  of  which  four  were  working 
this  year,  namely  two  at  New  London,  and  at  Hardy's  Channel,  and  ono  at  Mimini- 
gash,  all  on  tho  north  of  Prince  Edward  Island.  Employs  80  men,  at  an  average 
wages  $36  per  month,  and  40  women  $12  per  month,  bringing  up  wages  to  about 
$5,000.  Is  still  fitihing,  20th  July,  and  intends  continuing  until  day  of  legal 
dosing  20th  August.  It  is  necessary  to  keep  on  lobster  fishing  so  as  to  retain 
tho  men  for  mackerel  fishing.  Totally  disapproves  of  closing  for  a  term  of 
three  year's,  or  other  term,  it  would  hurt  the  packers  and  would  not  revive 
the  lobsters.  Un  the  south  side  he  would  suggest  commencing  as  asual  on 
20th  April,  close  on  10th  July,  re -open  15th  August  and  continue  fishing  as 
long  as  they  can ;  he  had  seen  some  good  fishing  in  the  fall.  He 
does  not  approve  of  assigning  areas ;  it  would  destroy  competition 
and  tho  lishermen  would  object  strongly  and  make  a  general  mass. 
The  fishermen  are  masters  of  the  situation.  If  the  present  regulations  remain  in 
force,  the  industry  will  regulate  itself.  If  the  factories  are  shut  down  for  a  term  of 
years  the  fishermen  will  go  to  the  United  States.  There  was  formerly  a  cry  that 
lobster  fishing  injured  the  mackerel,  but  the  ory  has  died  out. 

At  Summer  side,  the  2\st  day  of  July,  1887,  before  Mr.  Hunter  .Duvar,  Secretary, 
deputed  by  the  other  Commissioners  to  act  in  re  for  all  rn  taking  the  evidence  offered 
by  EoBEBT  T.  HoLMAN,  Esq.,  of  Summerside.  Mr.  Holman  gave  evidence  :  Has  been 
interested  in  the  lobster  industry  for  some  years,  both  as  owner  of  factories  and  as 
sapplier  of  others.  He  now  owns  eleven  factories,  of  which  six  are  on  the  south  of 
the  Island  and  five  are  on  the  north.  Employs  about  220  men,  at  an  average  wages 
of  $36.00  per  month,  and  90  women  at  $20.00  per  month;  thus  expending  $25,560.00 
in  labor,  besides  supplies.  Is  favorable  to  different  seasons  for  north  and  south  of 
Prince  Edward  Island.  For  the  south  it  would  be  better  to  commence  fishing  as 
now  on  the  20th  April ;  omit  the  month  of  July  ;  recommence  1st  August  and  oon< 
tinue  fishing  for  the  whole  month  of  September,  although  it  would  be  inconvenient 
as  to  taking  ap  and  resetting  the  traps  in  the  reoess  in  July.  On  the  north  he  would 
retain  the  present  season.  Is  not  hostile  to  closing  for  a  term  of  years  in  view  that 
such  closure  would  bring  the  lobsters  up  to  the  legal  standard,  that  is  to  say,  ^ould 
not  object  provided  sites  of  existing  factories  are  protected  daring  such  closure. 
ClOBaro  for  a  term  would  not  throw  tho  fishermen  now  employed  into  idleness,  but 
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H    H.    ROBBLBE, 


obtoinod.  HiH  view  H  L.  t  J  «  •?•  "PP'^^^^o  of  "  IiconBos  "  ovm.  if  H.ich  omUl  bo 
.uTh'orUioH  ac'^orrK'  o  h"o  .  mbSronrZ    Zd"''Sn  '?  '"'  'k"'  '^  ""^  "^""•>' 

U,  prevcJt  tho  inHatSe  few  S     !<  rani.{i°  Th"''^  t'^  "''^  "'  ""  "''  "^  J"^^'«« 

effort  or  irwcHtmontTn  ^0^^  rJ^' n?^,f  "/^  """'""  ^'*^""'  '*'«''•  ''"^!"^'  """ '"  ""7 
inont  OH  ,ho  employ  or  and  ompSd  m!yoIZuZT"  '""'"'^'""  '""''  ""'''  "'  ''"««• 
tax,  or  feo.  undir  whatever  3rnSr?i.nJ^  .  T  '"  ""'^  ''«'''-'"  »"•  '^^"'^•'  «' 
have  a  p, election  on  tho  induHTry  and  miZ  iL"  ll?-  • '' ^i""'-  *"  «l'«r"ti'>"«  would 
theoutp'ut.    Areas  for  trap^SdreaJX'jiT  -poHoi  according  to 

i«.  T.  HOLM  AN. 

acqualnied'^trerry^hr/'rS^^  t^Tb^'.  f  7"^*'  ^^'"'^*  ^-"'V-  !«  w.,.l 
thing  is  not  done  thoibS/w  I  Zn  h«  «  k  i^  *^^^  '.  Z^-.-  ^'  «°"''"'"''  "  «"'"o- 
only  remedy  to  provenrtotal  oTtorm  nat il  "  ^'^  T'  'u  H''^'"'  ^'^''^i^'ced  that  the 
of /ears.  TbereTo  five  actorio  i^iL  in^rl^.t  ofth?  1''^  ^""'*"''''"  '^"^"  ''"•  *  ""•'" 
the  others  had  to  close  reroctTvo  y    23   .  Jun^^^-f^^  were  not  working,  and 

of  lobsters.  ««pocuveiy,  .j.j  juno,  JOth  Juno,  and  Ist  July,  for  want 

interested  in^sIxL^oric^b?tTn;^^ton^o?a^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  ^"  ^'''^  r^^"^ 

in  1880,  and  then  set  about  4  (JOO  ti/t>H    CtV,ZlZ  r 'n,^?'  '   ^Oiiimenced  packing 

160  men  and  15  y^omer^,mon^verTj^^  employed  last  year 

month,  thus  paying  $15  000  in  waL"e^^T?-fl»    •     ^^    '"?"*'''  *°<*  '''*'"«"  «14  per 

nin  with  abou'^to^ne^thlSC  iLTs^Ssty^^^^^^^^^ 

in  1880  it  took  4  lobsters  to  a  can,  and  iHow  tWsovtr  fi      r  Y^^ 

in  quantity  and  size  is  duo  to  overfl  "hinJ     ThinlTLIh      \  Believes  the  decrease 

reason  should  be  shortened  to  rweeks  ^ThintL^L  "'t«r«'*^of  the  fishery  the 

20th  May.  and  OLd  tho  10th  r..lvn^.       .         ^''"  "?"''"  '**'0"''*  commence  the 

termof  j^^ars      ADDr^^^^^^^  approve  of  closing  tho  factories  for  a 

io  the  inires  of  thrfishery  as  we  a^g  ST.  InTi  ^"f  f  ^'^  'r.*^'"^«  '^  ^""'d  be 
ting  areas  would  tend  to  a^monop^  y' of  the  Sy  ''wol  h^'''  T  ''^l"^  ?"'*^- 
reasonable  rate  per  mile  for  fishing  grounds  that  wnnidr'^K°r  T'""'^  *,?  8'^"  ** 
think  it  really  necessary  that  areSi  shnnlH  h«  ii  ..  ?  .°"  ^'"  ^''"'"8-  ^o««  "ot 
packer  that  il  shoul3'bI  JSSe  aTw^llt  in'tho  In^  ?  fof  tl'  fisL"''  ''  ^  ^T  ^^  *^« 
of  closing  down  lor  a  term  of  years  a  numb«Af  i  h«  k  ?  fifbt  ry.  in  tho  event 
the  Unit^  States.  In  the  lobs^eJTndust,^  n..nll  /''•'^'  '^''"'j'  '"""^  employment  in 
getting  out  wood  for  factS  mJlint  «L  ^  5*."^'  ^'^^  ^"ip^oyment  in  the  winter 
ing,  making  b^eiL'  ^  ''^^''  ^°**  ''"'"'"S  ^^*^«  *''^'-  trap«.  can-mak- 

^^^^Lobstor  fishing  does  not  in  any  way  interfere  in  tho  .l:ghtest  with  the  mackerel 

a  Iobs\e%S'r\'7e'arf1S:v?i8'  ^Z  """^  ^^''  "^"^  «"«  ^"^'o-^'  h««  been 

ti3,  and  oUL't r2nTh?7hSs^",prdinrK.^';rVi^y ^^^^^  ^^H^^'^^ri 

this  year  to  date.  375  cases  fi,.hino'  fir  ft  Irl^a    w    laooui  »1,000  ;  has  already  packed 
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year  fiO  nivii,  (hey  avorugo  in  wagoB  por  month  117,  »nd  16  womon  at  111  per 
iDunlh,  IhuH  «'X|)oi)iiinK  for  wugoH  aboui  93,000.  LbhI  yoi\r  puokod  2,000  oaHos.  Liist 
yoar  and  tlit^  >our  had  3,ft00  traps;  laut  yoar  wo  ran  the  fnctorion  from  10th  May  to 
l&th  Aufi^unt ;  )hiH  year,  1887,  oommencod  tho  18th  May,  and  ondod  24th  June; 
t)lo8od  tbuH  curly  (lecuiiHO  prioos  of  lobotorH  wero  low,  and  ho  wanted  to  go  at  the 
inaokorol  i  lobiior-^  avorago  Hix  to  the  can.  WitnoMH  (Mv.  Lurkinx)  saggeatM  tho 
ttoaeon  for  thu  tuluio  nhould  bo  from  tho  lOth  May  to  10th  July,  from  tho  West  Point 
ground  tho  north  Nido  of  tho  inland.  Two  months  in  Ion/;  enough  to  fish  on  this 
iHland  la  opportcd  to  oIoHing  down  for  any  torm  of  yoarrt.  Dooa  not  think  olo^ing 
for  throo  yoaiH  would  bo  of  much  benefit  to  tho  intoroHt  ut'  lobBtora.  Lobater  fishing 
iH  overdone.  DiHupproven  of  allotting  arcan  ;  thinkx  it  would  bo  unjust,  theprouent 
liiW  should  bo  ontorued.  Haa  cloeed  down  thiH  fall  on  account  of  tho  lobsters  being 
small,  and  touiid  it  paid  bettor  to  fish  mackere'..  Lobstor  fishing  does  not  iatorfero 
with  maukerol  tithing. 

Jamrs  B.  Clauk,  Lobster-packer,  Miminigask,  Prince.  Oounty,  is  one  of  tho  firm  of 
of  Clark  &  Koiiloc,  ol  Summerside,  and  interested  in  four  fpotories  this  year.  Han 
heard  Mr.  Larkin's  slutomont  and  endorses  that  statement  in  full.  Is  decidedly 
opposed  to  (granting areas,  as  it  would  create  a  monopoly.  His  firm  moroiy  ran  tho 
lobster  busiuoHs  to  havo  tho  hands  for  mackerel  fishing.  There  is  do  money  in  the 
lobater  buHitiOHH  ;  if  lob-ttor  factories  aro  closed  for  a  term  ot  years,  half  the  handa 
would  go  to  tho  St;ito(*  for  omploymont. 

Mkbdii  Gallant,  Lobster  packer,  Miminigask,  Prince  County.  Hin  f^irtory  is  at 
Miminigabh.  Bus  been  in  the  business  three  years,  employs  16  men  al  an  average 
wages  ot  $19  por  month,  and  four  girls  at  91:2,  thus  paying  out  over  $1,000  in 
wages.  Last  ye^r  ran  his  factory  2^  months,  this  yoar  1^  months.  Last  yoar 
paoked  500  cases,  this  yoar  only  150  oases.  Lobsters  are  getting  scarcer  and  smaller, 
it  takes  between  6  and  ^  lobsters  to  till  a  can.  It  does  not  pay  to  run  a  factory  now. 
Last  year  he  came  out  about  square'  pecuniarily.  Is  opposed  to  allotting  areas. 
Agrees  with  evidence,  just  heard,  in  otner  respects  (Mr.  Larkins  and  Mr.  Clarke.) 
Was  the  first  person  to  pack  lobsters  in  Prince  County.  Has  five  factories  and 
employs  lUO  men  and  15  women,  requiring  $11,000  ir.  wages.  Last  year  packed 
3,000  cases ;  this  year  to  date,  only  1,700.  When  first  ougan  to  pack,  2A  lobsters 
would  fill  a  onoponnd  can,  now  it  takes  7  fish.  Tho  only  sblvation  for  the  fishery 
is  to  shut  the  factories  down  for  a  term  of  years,  say  three,  conditional  on  fishing 
areas  being  granted  that  could  be  protected  by  law.  Tho  men  now  engaged  in 
lobstering  would  go  into  other  occupations,  and  the  capital  invested  would  do  trans- 
ferred into  tho  doopsea  fisheries'  By  closing  down  the  factories  for  three  years,  ho 
means  1889,  1890  and  1891,  with  next  year's  fishing  to  work  off  stock. 
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ArrBNDIX    No.    2. 


NRW  BRUNSWICK. 
i^u  J**?  C«'n.'n'«''^0'»«"-»httvin|?  rottssomblod  at  Shodiao  tookoarriaKo  and  vNitod  the 
lobster  faotoncH  botwoo.  Shodiuc  and  Capo  Tormontino,  interviewing  many  porKinJ 
alonff  the  route,  among  tbora  MenHrs.   H.   C.  Baxt.b,    F.  F.  Kimball  ^Cu7Z 
TaKNii(,LM.  BoBKttT  TujNiioLM,  Penman  MoKat,  all  of  Capo  Spear  ' 

lhe«o  Kontlemon  wore  unanimoas  in  their  viewa,  namely,  that  the  lobnterH  are 
getting  Hmallor  and  o.h  plentiful.  They  would  like  to^oommonco  ^0"!^ 
r.h;?>.f.h%"  "?'^  'r  "'''"^o^"  '}''  ^l'^  J"'>''  '•«'°P«"  ^Oth  August  and  cIoJ  f.fr  S 
2n,l  n?  :  1h^"'  r  I!'"''''  ^"  ^'.!"  ""''J""'  otoiosing  the  faotorie*  for  a  terra  of  yJai? 
and  of  allotting  fishing  aioaH,  they  expreesed  no  opinion.  ^        ' 

wardXir  Kra!TSTwTurirk?»a^^^^  ^--^^^^  -- 

date  otCSL^S:'S,totr5u7;,'^l4Y^  ^^  ^"^  C^^min^lunerH  under 

w^irt^/''  ri^'  "n'r'i'-y  ^""PO«t'n«  the  extent  of  our  buHinesH  on  the  Prince 
Edward  Inland  and  Now  Iirun«wick  nhoroH  and  our  opinion  of  the  proHont  law  ft,r  ?^ 
preservation  of  the  lobster  fisheries,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  ?ho  above  8^0^  Jnl v  ? 
reply  as  follows  (from  the  Portland  Packing  Co.) :—  '      ^' 


PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND  PA0TORIB8. 


Location. 

Capital 
Invested. 

Value 

of 
Plant. 

Rands 
Employed. 

Packing  (4  dozen  oases). 

1884. 

1885. 

2,600 
1,S00 
1,700 
800 
1,700 

8,200 

1886. 

2,000 

1,200 

600 

600 

200 

Rstimateil 
1807. 

St.  Peter's  Iiland 

$ 

«,000 

4,000 

3,000 

1,000 

4,000 

$ 

2,000 
1,000 
1,600 
COO 
2,000 

60 
30 
30 
20 
60 

180 

2,600 
800 

Rice  Point 

OanoeOoee , 

Rustioo 

1,700 
760 

Cape  Wolfe 

•«•••• •■••■•#•• 

Totals 

18,000 

7,000 

3,300 

4,400 

2,46') 

NEW  BRUNSWIOK  FACTORIES. 


Location. 


Oape  Tormentine. 
Cape  Jearamain. . 

Botaford 

Murray  Corner .... 
■gros 

Totals 


Capital 
Inrested. 


$ 
IJ.OOO 
6,000 
9,003 
2,000 
2,000 


26,000 


Value 

of 
Plant. 
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3,000 
1,600 
1,600 
1,000 
1,000 


8,000 


Hands 
Employed. 


Packing  (4  dozen  oaaas). 


70 

as 

36 
25 
26 


1  90 


1884. 


4,000 


4,000 


1885. 


4,200 
1,700 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 


8,900 


1836. 


3,700 
1,000 
1,0«0 


200 


6,900 


iGstimated 
1887. 


2,000 


700 


3,700 
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On  tho  Now  IlrunHwitk  nhoro  lobitorH  aro  iimially  Nraroo  from  th»j  Htart   in   Iho 
■prin^  until  after  thoy  hiivo  h hod,  ho  that  until  ulxxjt  IDih  July  canning,'  is  ^'o(lorally 
unprofital.lo  and  unK(!iU|)ulouf4  paokoiN  doMtroy  hundrodn  of  Uiou-andH  of  siawn  HmH 
M  mull  linh  aro  most  abundant  hof'oro  it  Ih  ti-ro  for  thom  t  )onHt tlioii-hhcllH,  and  thoy 
feel  that  in  order  to  hold  thoir  aHhormun  and  koop  thoir  faotoriosrunnin"  lh<  y  musit; 
take  ovctrythini?  that  ontorH  thoir  trapH.     Oflon,  l.oforo  tho  month  of  July,  mon>  than 
hall  tho  lob-torn  in  a  daily  catch  aro  loadod  with  npawn.     If  it  woro  unlawful  to  tako 
tho  fl.ih  on  thin  fhoro  except  from  about  10th  July  until  UOth  Soptombcr,   very   fow 
fomalo   lobntorM,  with   o>,'>;h  attached,   would    bo   found,  and  tho  packorH  would    be 
reliovcd  of  tho  tompt'ition  of  takin^jf  ihom.     Hut  ho  lon^r  uh  tho  temptation  oxists  ii 
will  nood  an  iuHpcctor  in  coiiHtaot  uttoiidiinco  at  each  fiiotory   to  enforce  that  part  of 
tho  preHi'nt  law,  and  to  ( nforco  tho  law  as  it  now  roadH  would  rofult  in  tho  closing  of 
every  lobHtor  factory   on  tho  HhoroH  of  Now  Hrunnwiok  and  Princo  KdwanI  iHland 
•nd  oblige  all  tho  packers  on  thoHO  HhorcH  to   run   without   profit.    Tho  doMtruction 
of  spawn  lobsterH  in  doiuK  more  than  o-orylhing  oIho  to  ruin  the   lobHter    tlHhini?  on 
these  two  Provincos.     From    10th  July  to  30th  Soptombor  a  wot  of  traiiH  would  not 
o«tch  more  lob-torn  than  tho  number  of  traps  would  tako  durin!»    tho  pronont   lawfal 
flshiDg  BOiiHon  ;  lobsterH  would  bo  larger  and  moro  abundant,  ho  that   tho  fishermen 
would  havo   larger  daily  cutches,  and,  tnough  the  fishing  ncason  would  have  boon 
Bhortonod   several  weeks,  the  proHt  to  both  lishormen  and  piuikors  would  ultimately 
be  greater.     The  taking  up  of  trajm  in  midr*ummor  and  rcsolting  thom   later  in   tlio 
■ewon  would    bo  impracticable— in   some  plaoos  almost  imposHibio— and  tho  labor 
Involved  would  more  than  offfot  the  profit.    On  tho  island  shoros  lobstoiH  aro  quite 
plentiful  at  tho  start,  gonorally,  very  scarco  in   midsummer,   then   abundant  durint; 
tho  latter  part  of  July  and  through  August  and  Hoptombor.     Hpawn  fish  i.ro  quito  ai 
nientiful  thoro  during  tho  first  of  thesouson  us  on  tho  New  Brunswick  shores  and  a 
law  like  that  KUggestod  for  tho  latter  coast  would  afford  tho  fish  bettor  protootion 
than  that  now  in  force.     A  close  time  lor  a  series  of  years  would  prove  disastrous  to 
many  who  havo  no  other  moans  of  support  than  fishing  or  canning,  and  to  make  any 
law  which  would  tako  a  groat  quantity  ot  canned  lobsters  from  tho  market,  would 
tend  to  lesson  tho  demand  for  that  article,  which,  in  a  short  time,  would  bo  .•enlaced 
1^  some  other  canned   fish,  as  salmon  or  mackerel ;  and  at  tho  end  of  such  a  close 
aeason   it  would   be  difficult  to  find  a  market  for  canned  lobsters.     Naturally  when 
such  a  close  lime  expired  all  tho  old  packers  and  many  now  ones  would  make  exten- 
sive preparations  lor  a  large  pack,  lor  most  of  tho  packers  on  the  shores  above 
referred  to  do  not  pack  on  a  largo  scolo,  and  have  had  no  oxporioiK-o.     With  rosnoct 
to  the  effect  of  the  withdrowal  of  a  certain  lino  of  goods  from  market,  not  only  would 
they  suffer  an   immediate   loss  in  conbcquenco  ot  an  overstocked  market,  but  over- 
flfihiDg  for  a  short  time  would   make  the  fish  aa  scarce  as  before  such  an  extended 
oloee  season. 

A  system  of  licencing  the  fishing  grounds  for  a  torn  of  years,  with  tho  penalty 
or  torfeiture  of  license  of  a  violation  ot  its  conditions,  would  afford  tho  best  pro- 
teotion.  If  such  a  system  could  be  established,  such  a  license  should  limit  the  number 
of  traps  fished  per  mile,  and  it  should  be  unlawful,  as  it  now  is,  to  tako  undorsiaod 
and  spawn  lobsters.  Under  a  license  system  it  would  bo  for  tho  interest  of  packers 
to  protect  the  industry,  and  if  they  felt  that  their  fishing  grounds  woro  not  to  be 
™°i5®^'u'''""*°?'  ^^®y  ^®™  to  enjoy  tho  solo  privilege  of  fishing  them,  thoy 
would  adhere  to  the  terms  of  tho  licenses.  At  present  the  factories  aro  so  monstrous. 
and  the  grounds  so  overfished,  that  all  are  trying  to  see  who  will  got  the  moat  fish 
belore  they  are  entirely  destroyed.  I  do  not  believe  that  other  fi<h  are  disturbed  or 
Kept  off  shore  by  the  presence  of  lobster  traps. 

The  Commiesion  visited  the  lobster  factory  of  "The  Dominion  Packing 
Company  of  Buctouche,"  and  interviewed  Mr.  Murray,  vianag^r  and  partner  in  tU 
Umpany.  This  factory  is  one  of  the  most  perfectly  appointed  that  tho  Commission 
nave  yet  seen.  Mr.  Murray  began  his  statement  by  saying  that  ho  himself  would  be 
in  lavor  of  shutting  np  for  three  years.  Lobsters  aro  about  tho  samo  run  in  number. 
hut  gradually  becoming  smaller.      When  12  veara  atro  ho  htxrati  hnin»  intAr«H<«'i  in 
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Uio  M.-ior  induHtry  it  took  A  md  :i^  lob.t.  ?->  make  a  oncpound  can,  but  now  it  takes 
8.  Krn|.  oya  25  mun  and  25  worat«ii.-m.Mr«  wagun  nuy  »:J0  per  month  per  man  and 
board  ihorriM)lv«H,  woriion  H  por  month,  thuM  expending  gi.S.VJ  iji  wngo-n  Pni- 
ducod  1,1  (to  .iUHOH  l!b.t  vour.  Mr.  Murray  is  dooidodiy  iu  fdvor  of  allotting  aroan  ho 
M  not  1..  ho  trcHpuM  od  upon  ;  w..„|,i  pay  u  lajr  pri.;o  for  tho  privilege  of  un  area 
Plant  of  place  IS  worih  %4fi{ii.  llj  admits  that  tho  ground  has  boon  ..vorthhed. 
Tho  show  of  obsto.H  tfon  on  tho  table  w.is  not  more  than  f(jur  or  (ivo  bushols,  almont 
all  undorsixod.  W  Ih  loferonc)  to  so.ison  would  havoitlrom  tho  time  tho  ico  loavon- 
thon  Hhiit  otJ  on  Uuh  July  and  rosumo  inth  August  and  fish  as  long  h-j  miirht  bo.  Ilaa 
thought  111  going  idl  I  mui-korelliiig.  pii'Ulod. 

<i.  (.'oBMieu,  Fisheri/ Overseer,  OloucesUr  County.  \fr.  Cormior  finds  tho  lob- 
Htors  m  his  district  very  small,  it  taking  fJ^  to  7  lohUorM  to  till  a  om.  IIo  thinks  tho 
factories  should  bo  hhut  djwii  for  A  or  I  years.  From  hi^  own  observation  and  ox. 
pori.-n<:o  ho  would  t.ivo  protoctioo  of  li.hing  by  U<:enie,,  ho  many  traps  to  tho  milo. 
J  wo  now  (Holorios  in  his  dislr.a  had  to  stop  this  sumtn  -r  for  wani  of  lobsters. 

ThuiHd.iy,  2Hih  July.  ,;,)iumiMM,,nors  proooodo  I  wont  along  coast,  by  carriage, 
llackat.  Doacon,  ()i:<ion,  iJuvar  vlHif  d  factories.  At  Simon  BoiniuBois'  faotorv-  found 
J  men  coraparativolv  iilo  and  ij  vomon  coming  from  diimor.—tlio  mo^t  rosiuictablo 
lob.tor  women  we  luivo  noon.  Mr.  Arsonault,  tho  foreman,  stated  that  2H  mon  and 
12  woinon  wore  under  wages,  but  wore  doing  littlo  or  nothing.  Thoir  fu'ttory  seta 
l.DIK)  traps.  Mr.  Arsonault  has  obsorvod  borriod  lobsters  in  May,  and  there  aro 
Home  (a  fow)  now.  Power  in  borry  hnvo  boon  noticed  this  year.  lie  further  said 
that  It  lobstoring  wore  closed  iho  mon  would  go  olsowhore  whoro  they  could  m!iko 
wages,  moHjly  back  to  the  farms  thoy  came  from.  Some  would  go  to  tho  United 
States— purhaps  ono  man  in  tiiioi>. 

Un  arrival  at  Buotouohe  saw  Mr.  Simon  Bouuoeois.  He  pays  his  28  mon  an  aver- 
agoofSijpor  month,  find  b  Kird  of  abotit  Sti.fto,  t.  ,.,  $::{()  por  month  per  man  and 
calls  r.  81 J  por  w  .man  por  month  and  find  thomsolvos.  Thoro  is  H  to  U  months 
emp  oymont  for  bolh  mon  and  womon.  L  i»t  year  witness  put  up  1,200  oases  this 
year  guossoH  1,000  cases,  but  may  mako  it  up  to  1,200,  sftmeas  last  year.  It  aver- 
ages  7  to  8  lobsters  to  fill  a  can  all  the  time  from  spring  to  fall. 

2inh  July,    1^87.     Lorano  Sawykk,  who    formerly  owned  a  lobster  factory  on 
Mis  s/wff,  stated  that  tho  lobsters  are  pretty  well   run  out.     Only   way  to  preserve 
them  IS  to  shut  up  for  two  or   three  years.     Best  wtty  would  bo  to  give  a  loaso— j» 
lease  of  a  fair  area— and  lot  just  so  many  people  fish  thereon,   Would  consider  Govern- 
mont  should  givo  such  loaso   fornothing,  without  any  prioo  at  all.     Witness  stated 
(with  a  mam.or  soeminijiy  truthful)  that   ho  had   marked   lobstora  and  found  that, 
thoy  iravollod  at  tho  rate  of  about  seven  miles  in  a  day  and  a  night. 
At  Buctoucbo.  'J.nu  July,  l8-,7.    Present :   Ihe  (.'oramission. 
Mr.  Bevkrlt  Smith  at  Bu.;touche,  has  beon  in  tho  lobster  business  five  years: 
owns  ono  factory ;  employs  13  mon  and    18  women,  at  wages  averaging  for   mon, 
•-spor  month,  and   for  womon,  «l.i   por   month;  total   labjr,   gl.itOO.     This  year 
expects  to  put  up  HOG  cases  With  1,000  traps;  last  year    put  ap   600  cases  with   60O 
traps,  which  is  good  work.     Lobsters  are  gradually  growing  smaller,  but  not  decreas- 
ing in  number     It  now  takes  C  lobsters   to  fill  a  l-pound  can ;  last  year  it  took  5J. 
itiinks  there  hhould  be  a  close  season,  with  ono  month's  rooess  in   summer,  say  July, 
about  iBt  July  till  l8t  August  (but  seasons  vary);  and  then  resume  fishing  till  the 
ot  Septombor.    Is  definitely  in  favor  of  lobster  fishing  area  being  allotted : 
would  decidedly  h  vo  areas  laid  off,  as  was  formerly  done  by  overseer,  my  a  strotoh 
OJ  tour  or  live  milos.    If  a  man  knows  that  he  has  his  own  ground,  it  would  be  an 
Object  to  preserve  It;  packers  would  have  as  much  interest  rs  tho  Government  in 
protecting  it,  and  it  would  prevent  three  or  four  unlicensed  packing  shods  from  tres- 
passing on  him.     There  are  seven  factories  along  Buotoucho  shoro,  within  six  miles : 
would  assign  areas  from  priority  of  occupation ;  thinks  ho  would  give  $10  per  milo 
license  tor  the  fishing  ground  In  now  occupies,  and  $5  per  mile  lower  down.     There 
18  no  money  in  tho  business  now,  and  it  it  goes  on  as  it  is  now  doing,  the  fishing  will 
floon  b3  exterminated.    Three  years  would  be  enough  to  shat  d  >wa  for  preser vatioa 
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of  the  lobster.    Witnees  wonld  accede  to  the  closure,  bat  not  williugly.    Would  not 

even  want  a  year's  notice  to  close.    If  the  lobster  factories  were  closed,  the  KS  men 

he  employed  would  go  bark  to  their  farm?,  or  be  absorbed  in  other  bran(  hes  of 

Canadian  industry.     Value  of  plant  of  his  factory,  81,5(i0.     His  traps  are  sei  LA  to  6 

miles  off  the  land  in  1  fathoms  of  water.    Has  not  hitherto  gone  into  raackerolling 

but  intends  to  do  60,  that  is  to  say,  to  put  mackerel  fresh  on  ice  for  the  Amoricaa 
narket. 

w    2°D  ^^X.  ^^^^  ^°^^*  ^^^^'  ^^'■^^^^  GciMOND  gave  evidence.    Buns  a  factory  on 

Korth  Beach  and  now  employs  twenty-three  hands,  has  formerly  employed  thirty. 

Buys  his  lobsters  by  tale,  40  cents  per  hundred.    Men's  wages  would  average 

in  j^**"  '"°"*°'  *"^  women  813    and   find  themselves       Formerly  54  lobsters 

filled  a  one-pound  can,  now  it  takes  seven.     Admitted  that  nearly  one  fourth 

of  the  present  catch  are  under  the  legal  size  of  nine  inches.    There  are  noticeably 

few  la  spawn  this  year.    He  has  been  fishing  for  eight  seisons  ;  remembers  when 

three  to  three  and  a  half  lobsters  filled  a  can  ;  attributes  present  condition  of  the 

fishery  to  overtishing.     Thinks  the  best  way  to  revive  the  fishery  would  be  to  have 

«  close  time  for  four  or  five  years  or  (failing  such  closure)  to  fish  only  from  15th  May 

to  l8t  July,  say  six  weeks,  and  nothing  beyond,  which  he  considers  enough.  Lobsters 

that  come  ashore  after  July  are  poor.    Thinks  that  if  shut  down  for  three  or  more 

yesrs  there  would  be  a  rusA  when  fishing  was  .-esumed  and  would  bo  again  fished  out, 

unless  protected.    The  best  suggestion  to  protect  the  industry  is  to  have  fewer  fac 

tones.    Looks  on  leasing  of  xaq  ground  as  the  only  way  of  protecting  the  fishery  ; 

would  leave  such  leasing  to  the  local  overseer ;  considers  three  miles  ne«esary  for  a 

ftotory.    There  are  seven  factories  now,  where  there  were  formerly  tw^,  between 

tbia  Kiver  and  Richibucto.    Mr.  Guimond  mentioned  that  he  had   observed   the 

movements  of  the  lobste-s.     It  takes  them  five  or  six  days  to  reach  the  other  side 

of  the  Bay.  "^ 

At  Bichibucio,  30th  July,  1887,  present  the  Commission,  Mr.  William  Hannah, 
/^Aery  Oygrsccr,  coast  lino  from  Chok-fish  to  Kouohiboiigaacis,  gave  evidence.  Is 
acquainted  with  the  lobster  industry  in  the  district  ab -vo  described.  Last  year  it 
took  SIX  to  seven  lobsters  to  fill  a  pound  can,  and  this  year  about  the  same.  Lobsters 
are  scarcer  than  as t  year,  scarcity  is  from  overfishing.  There  are  eleven  factories 
withm  eleven  nnles.  Would  favor  the  assignment  of  areas  (leases)  and  boundary 
lines ;  would  assisn  those  areas  on  the  principle  of  priority  of  occupation.  Would 
favor  closing  down  for  four  years ;  then  re  opening  with  areas.  If  factories  aro  not 
shut  down  for  a  term  of  years,  then  six  weeks  (not  over)  is  too  long  to  fish,  say  five 
weeks  IS  enough  from  20th  May  to  last  of  June.  Witness  has  noticed  that  there  are 
very  few  "berried  lobsters  this  year.  In  the  opinion  of  old  fishermen  it  takes  a 
tobster  four  years  to  erow  the  legal  length  of  nine  inc'os.  In  reply  to  enqniry  by 
Secretary,  Mr.  Hannah  thought  that  a  lobster  4  to  5  inches  is  2  years  old.  Lobster 
6  inches.  IS  J  to  3  years  old.  Lobster  8  inches,  is  3J  years  old.  Lobster  9  incha:).  is 
4  years  old.  ' 

-  ^^J^icMbucto,  S&tarday,  present  the  Commissioners,  Rr  beet  Robertson,  of  the 
firm  of  Jiobertaon,  offered  evidence.  This  is  the  first  season  of  packing.  Oocupio-j  a 
fectory  purchased  from  Mr.  Noble,  employs  40  men  and  14  women.  Men's  wa«os. 
outside  and  in,  would  average  $:u  per  man  per  month,  and  14  women,  816  each  per 
month,  therefore  pays  annually  in  labour  84,700.  Buys  the  lobsters  by  tale.  It 
takes  on  an  average  6  lobsters  to  a  I  pound  can-say  5|  or  6  on  an  average.  Fishes 
1,400  traps;  attributes  present  condition  of  the  lobster  fishery  toover-fishing.  Thinks. 
If  the  factories  are  shut  down  at  all,  should  be  from  throe  to  four  years  to  recuperate 
the  industry.    If  factories  were  suddenly  shut  down   (without  a  year's  notice)  ooe- 

^n  }■  ?  j°  "^^"'^  ??  ^^  ^^^  ^**^^«  »"<^  ''oa''!  «"t  be  absorbed  in  other  branches 
Of  Canadian  industry.  If  not  shut  down  for  a  term  of  years  would  recommend  the 
fishing  season  to  begin  as  early  as  could  get  to  work,  and  then  knock  off  finally  on 
lOthJuly.  Would  consider  assignment  of  area  a  valuable  privilege.  Would  want 
«  large  range,  and  would  paj*  a.  small  price  for  it,  th«  more  occupation  af  a-sa  '-©"'d 
teot  it,  but  is  not  particular  to  have  it.    Does  not  favor  a  lobster  fishing  '« loVe," 
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the  fishermen  would  not  rgard  it  favorably.    Priority  of  having  had  traps  set  there 
should  give  claim  to  area. 

There  is  no  general  complaint  that  the  salmon  fishery  is  irjared  by  the  lobster 
fishing. 

Mb.  Hannah,  Fishery  Overseer,  Richihucto,  heard  the  above  evidence  and  in 
general  terms  assented  thereto. 

At  Bathurst,  3rd  August,  1881,  before  the  Commissioners,  Mr.  A.W.  T.  DesBbisat 
was  invited  to  offer  evidence.  Has  4  factories,  last  year  had  5.  Employs  in  the 
Province  of  New  Brunswick  30  men,  at  an  average  wage  say  $36  per  month,  and  40 
women  at  average  wages  say  $150  per  month.  Has  been  nine  years  intercsed  in  the 
indnstry.  When  first  began  nine  years  ago  3|  lobsters  or  so  would  have  filled  a  1 
ponndcan;  now  it  takes  about  seven.  The  lobsters  are  certainly  decreasing  in 
mathematical  ratio.  The  grouud  on  which  witness  fidhed  was  previously  fished  by 
others.  The  lobsters  are  decreasing  in  numbers  as  well,  or  more  rapidly  than  in 
size.  Began  to  fish  this  season  on  1 0th  May,  and  closed  for  lack  of  material  end  of 
Jane.  Is  in  favor  of  closure  for  three  years.  If  the  closure  is  ordered  would  also  bo 
in  favor  of  a  system  of  licensing  or  leasing  or  allotment  of  fishing  areas.  Woald 
thereafter  shorten  the  season  for  fishing,  say  from  the  opening  of  spring  to  the  15th 
July,  no  more,  and  then  close.  He  would  allot  lots  by  giving  all  existing  factories 
their  present  areas,  ard  as  each  weaker  one  died  out  it  would  enlarge  the  working^ 
area  on  the  principle  of  "  the  survival  of  the  fittest."  Does  not  think  there  is  much 
in  the  idea  of  an  allotment  of  such  space  per  Aune/red  o/ ^raps,  but  would  allow 
packers  to  exercise  their  own  jadgment  as  to  fishing  the  space  allotted.  Hi**  own 
present  ground  covers  15  miles  of  beach  for  four  factories,  throe  of  which  are  in  the 
New  Brunswick  and  the  fourth  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  which  factories  sot  ihia 
season  about  4,000  traps,  being  at  the  rate  of  about  3J  miles  of  sea  front  foi-  each 
1000  traps.  With  reference  to  a  license  fee,  wonld  favor  it,  but  does  not  think  the 
business  oould  pay  a  large  fee,  (and  as  salmon  fishing  licenses  a>'o  only  $<2  or 
$5.)  would  think  $2  per  mile  for  lobster  fishing  sufficient.  W  tnesK  (Mr, 
DesBrisay)  knows  no  remedy  whatsoever  for  the  failare  of  the  Lobster  fislting, 
except  dosing  for  say  three  years.  The  men  now  employed  therein  would  not  be 
lost  to  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  but  would  fall  back  to  their  little  farms  (for  thoy  all 
have  little  so  called  farms)  or  would  bo  absorbed  in  other  branches  of  fishing  as  they 
now  are  when  lobster  fishing  closes ;  for  lobster  fishing  is  alter  all  a  (luestion  of  a 
few  weeks.  Mr.  DesBrisay  (witness)  knows  of  no  remedy  on  this  coast  except 
total  closing.  Total  closing  must  come  sooner  or  lat«r ;  it  mut»t  come  to  that.  To 
enforce  the  present  size  law  of  nino  inches  would  be  to  shut  up  all  the  faetorios. 
Next  best,  after  closing  for  a  term  of  years,  would  be  shortening  the  seanon,  namely, 
to  begin  as  soon  as  weather  permits  and  shut  down  on  say  July  15th,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  "  half  a  loaf  is  better  than  no  bread."  No  fishing  aftei-  15th  July.  It  would 
never  do  at  all  to  make  the  season  from  the  Ist  August  and  fish  till  fail.  Lobsters 
are  not  like  other  fish, — a  good  year  and  a  bad  year, — because  lobsters  aie  gradually 
decreasing  year  by  year,  although  the  appliances  for  catching  are  becoming  better. 
Have  thought  the  matter  over  of  opening,  say  a  month,  so  as  to  keep  up  name  of 
brands,  Ac.,  during  the  closure  season  of  three  or  more  yeaio,  but  doet*  not  think  it 
would  be  worth  while  on  account  of  the  expense  and  so  forth  (in  reply  to  a  quention 
by  Mr.  Hackett)  witncFs,  when  he  first  commenced  tofii>h  some  years  npo,  ho  could 
continue  fishing  until  October,  but  now  closes  in  Junefromthe  lack  of  lobsters.  Does 
not  think  a  year's  notice  in  closing  is  at  all  necessaiy  to  allow  packoin  to  work  off 
their  stork  &o., — Would  be  the  same,  however,  if  long  notice  was  given.  With  refer- 
ence to  lease  of  areas,  he  has  personally  no  fear  of  intruding  shanties.  Mr.  Des* 
Btibay's  remarks  apply  only  to  the  Bay  of  Chaleur  and  the  Quebec  coast. 

At  Caraquet,  4th  August,  1887,  before  the  Commissioners,  Bon.  Bbt.  Younq,  M.  L. 
C,  of  New  Brunswick,  offered  evidenro  on  the  subject  of  the  lobster  fihhery.  Owns  two 
lobster  factories  employing  30  men  nt  an  average  of  $35  per  month,  and  3i»  women 
at  $15  thus  contributing  $4,600  per  season  to  the  lobster  industty.  HaH  been  in 
the  business  six  years  ;  when  be  first  commonced  4  and  5  lobsters  would  till  a  can,  it 
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J0.1I8.  Innota  niacticil  naokar  hut  ».«-„  .^  ,■      .  "^°^  ""'y   «"  a  tern«to 

montbH  after  IhI  An  'U.' -uftor  whichSn^«fi  i  f""  P!:"'«"®d)  «"d  ««»>  for  2  or  A 
above  ho  favours  th.iS  ;««  h  ol Uur^  -buUf  1  f :''7  ''"""  "r"'""'^"  ^^  "^'»'«<' 
loanf)  would  have  to  do!      WitrH«  baH  ni  LrJTJ!    P'«"l'«'^t>'«>w"  yearn  (at  the 

KroundH,hoDo,edoeHno^HOo  tboTecoHHU?orioarh  K"''""""  ^''  '^^''«''  «"•''"« 
lK>Bition  in  hiH  bu^no^H  and  l.o  beliovorn  fair  com n:>,^r  "'  w"  l".*'''"'^  ""'^""  "P" 
areaH  wore  as.i^nod,  ho  would  /  ivronforoiZ  thT  ?«t^^^         ^''"'''  ?"""^'""  '*"*^  '^ 

Pizo.  4('i  inchoH  would  b.  too  lar.ro  'ISrthHtS  ^T  '""''""  *  ^'*'''  '^K»» 
>oar  wouM  ho  .  onourro-l  in  by  rao,  who  Hsh       To  H  .  u ''''"^  P",  """'*  »"«"mte 

weokH,  w.uld  s..aroolv  d  .        a«7^  «  T-  ,   ^''''  ''""  ^^'^y  »'"•  J""0,   only  hIx 

bo  made   in  oxistinjr  a  im«-,mm,i-  »„.  -^       •  '    ^'''^'>''«any  vital  cbanir© 

f.u>t.>ru,«wcrooluHLlVo  nu^fruino  boC^oT'"'*"^?''';^  ''°,  «'^«"-  ''  ^ho 
basinesa.      If  the  pi-e.oni  I ,  ^  1T«  Mi,a\J  .     ^'""'^"   '"'^  ^«"'<*  f""  '"to  other 

Youn«'8)  factory  ^  ^  "'  '^  "'"'  '^"'•'*  «"'"''«'^*'  *^  ^<^"ld  "ot  nbut  up  hiH  (Mr. 

iVr^.^r^^'^-;^^;f '^^7^5;  ^  V'n^ra^.,erlan4  County, 
wuoAiRavoovldonee.    ™'"^'""^'"' ^«-   Wthe,  of  vhathom,  Fishery  Ooerseerin  M,ra^ 

^-^<'l^''Z\rZTTuTl^^^^^^^^^  "f  '"^^  lobster  industry  of  New  Jiran«. 

change  in  ,ho  fSsiryi  UCr^  vCld  rrr:l"/""'*^'>'-  ^«  "^•^'^•''«  ""^t  » 
oneyoar-HLM-ato  toDi^oflm  ?r^^a  *^*^"''^/""ff"«^  ^*"»t  P'-osent  piickers  be  iriver. 
would  olo,o  i^faoto  r,  ..   hr ,  .^     ^'^'^  "'"^  ''r  ^"''^  ""^  ^»^"''-  «»^^ ^  oD  hand.    Tnon 

season  enou<rh  Tf  il.l'^/>  '  '^'*"'"'***"'^  w«'»'d  consider  hIx  wooki  fishinff  in  a 
would  fuS;uiLt:«  aZZvT  """""'  f"'"'"'*  '^^'"^^  thioeyoarH'  c  oSiro"ho 

to  afford  siVacoenouffh  to  •  1 1 ,1  n^  .  •.,       ."**"*  "'  '*^'^«'  ^'''o  inches  open,  fo  an 

traps  nre  boM.ySraw  un  HoU'Tl"  '""?"'  ''""^  '«^'^*«"  '•«°™  ^^  ««««Pe  ««  th^ 
ratEerthai.  hJve  thTyou^  JJrtertn  from'JhT''^  ''^  *.\^''""  '''«'»  ««  «-"^" 
off,  as  is  now  done.  With  re  ?•  Ttl,  l.^n  '  '"'  *''*.P.''  ^"^  '^'^^^  t^oir  claws  clip  .  d 
year«'  since  it  would  bato  been  saUs?ac3f.r'''  '  •''  '?'''^-i'°?"  ^""«  '""  <"•  «'t^" 
industry  into  the  ha«dsot   ore  ;,m^^^^^^^  ^'  w?«'d    throw  the 

own  pcopi  '8  ground.  0(msidm's  he  wo.?M  i?l  ~^^°.^''"l'^  *''""''  '"  ««d  ^a^e  o""" 
h'OO  traps,  for  the  re^^r,  Th,t  X?  tlh  ."'"^  ?''"' °['''*  ^P'^««  f^""  ''^^  o''" 
north  west  of  Prince  Edward  Islan..  ^n  .  ^™°  '°  l'.''™  *^"  ^'^^^^  f-'O"  'ground  the 

tection  by  areas  could  be  frlnf*  P"''  "'*'*•'•     '^*"  equitable  system  of   pro- 

bo  done  ir  I(  aret  wo^oXte'T/wolfir"^  ''""""'''*'•  ''"^  ^""^^  "''«»" 
sum  per  ra.lo.  8uppSo7Hu.h  i„  a^it J^n^  °''""m  tT  '^  ^^'^'^  *«  ''''»  »*  re««onabb» 
trioi   ho   (Mr    wilcT.«n  n^'^      •      '^^^  to   u.e  dis- 

Buoh  restrfctVjns  "^T/terTlorre  fo/rtr^of  ".V''  '''5°''°^'^  "^«  not'^^ooustomeS  to 
aider  fl.hin-  season  auiiolonV^L,  IT  ^^.f^'f/''*  '''"Pening,  he  would  con. 
perly  spaced  ^         '"""^  ^"""S'*  ^■"""^  *&'»»  May  to  1st  July,  with  traps  pro- 

pre^en;  syH7erorwri?L';;r,^1^^^^^^^^  %'^''y'  ^r-  T^««  -  of  opinion  that  the 
Inspectors  tor  lobTiera  o,!ll   w  thm^M      i    ^w  view  is  that  there  should   be  aub- 

g  J  that  the  on  y  r  redy  /oVrnefficie  rifX^'""  "'  ***"""  '"''"^'  ^«  ''""''^  «"g- 
i8  to  appoint  a  sLeo.alloVterTnsnBot^r^5rlrT°'T^*"  ""^  fishery  wanlon!, 
much  pordav  du?imi  the  fi.hr„r.r       '  "J'^'u"*  ^**"'*>'  *»»*'  ^''^  a°  allowance  of  8<i 

^ot  into  the  water,  L  should  £'^:..r^:ot::^:^-^^^^^^^ 
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whoIlytosiMUoff,  then  to  prohibit  fish  n^  in    ?h^^^^^^  hroo   yoarH;   or  it  not 

broocir^  Mitchell  ;aH  the  tirHtTnlrtlL(»f      Hr.   ^'^^."''^.^^V';" '''"  ■"^"♦«^'» 
The  i 


>1KT7.     When  firHt  boffan  cannrn;2A    oh,  „^    ml.      ''"  "\  ^''"  '"'''•'«'"  '^""'"««« 


would  prote  t  by  lotri  e    :        ,    ,7 'rr  "V"  "fl'  '^  ^^-^  "^-'"'^  "f  ^^'»  '"«h«« 

ss:^--£ 'Era  «--^"?^='■'''"i-- 
l..f.oU)rio.,  wboro7h<r»„il,t  for  '/,„,,         ■"    "'"T  ".'l;'  "'"  "'"'  '»"»  'h*  moat 

^0  eTut  iul    ?.;  ifw.uid  CI;.n!!'7"r'-  ^y  ^l^"^^'*  (-^^  *^^»^"  'nontionoS) 
put  lu  .(mo.  It  would  oloHi)  half  the  faetoriOH  on  tho  sboro  of  B^v  of  f;hfil«iir 

llR   J^M?;' H '"  '^"^  '^J.^'"'"  "^'"'^«  *^"''*^  ^h«  "^'™0"  fishing     ^ 
the  ^lioZifslZ'ZJt?  f"""''""  C  ''*'  "-'"""'^  '^  '''''''''"-■    HaB  hoard 

Lobster  filini^Snn'r  .^"^''*  "'^^  givo  packers  more  control  of  thoir  fishermen. 
a  B^ConZ.r      vL      u     "/■'  "'''"""  .^'^""''  ''°«"  trapHare  not  within  25i»  yard*  o£ 
CoanTy  -"^^e  he«ra  no  complain u.    There  are  no  oysters  in  Glou^ster 

PflfiMJ^nf^  to  Caraquet  the  CommiBsi  ncrs  interviewed  Mb.  John  WiNi>aoH   of 
sTJll        '   ^^^^  ^"^  ^»»'««  ^a«tories    and  employ.  .-SO  men    at  an  aveXS' of 

feasor  wouMboncfimS^^^  "°'  '''^  '^"'  "^^  cha.,o  of  fi.bin« 

---!-  macoD  mauors,  m  taet  dous  uut  soo  a  ncc«ettily  lor  any  Utfinito  cIoba 
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season  in  tho  Buy  of  Chaleur.  Certainly  if  factories  are  to  bo  totally  cloned  for  a 
term,  one  full  your'n  notioo  Bhould  bo  given  to  prepare,  and  oven  then  ho  (witness) 
would  only  asnent  to  ono  year's  clo>uro  as  an  experiment.  [Mr.  Windsor  hero  alluded 
in  a  sami-jooulnr  way  to  lobster  factories  demanding  compensation  from  tho  Govern- 
ment  for  compulsory  cioBure.]  Last  year  with  fewer  traps  he  put  up  2,600  cases, 
this  year  only  1,000 ;  of  course  tho  lobsters  are  falling  off ;  factories  ono  afier  another 
will  have  to  oloso  for  want  of  fish.  No  factory  can  (now)  meet  the  requirement  of 
nine  inches,  legal  sizo  ;  therefore  Government  might  shut  down  ono  year  for  a  trial, 
not  for  two  years.  Does  not  approve  of  lease,  does  not  think  it  would  do.  People 
woQid  kick  against  it. 

Mb.  JosBpii  PoiRua,  Lobster  packer,  aho  of  Gloucester  Co«nfy,  was  interviewed 
by  Commission,  sarao  time  and  plaoo, 

Mr.  Poirier  heard  tho  evidence  oflPared  by  the  preceding  witness  (Mr.  Windsor), 
*Bd  agrees  with  it  generally,  but  thinks  it  would  be  no  good  to  totally  close  for  only 
one  year.  Ho  would  favor  closing  for  a  longer  pL>rioJ.  On  the  subject  of  leasing, 
figrees  with  Mr.  Windsor,  ho  would  not  favor  it. 

Mr.  BouRQEois,  Caraquet,  ofl'ered  evidence.  Being  asked  to  express  his  view  of  the 
prospects  and  feizo  of  lobsters,  he  replied  :  «  I  think,  just  as  big  as  last  year.  F,jr 
tirat  few  weeks  of  season  they  were  larger  than  they  became  later,  until  they  got  to 
bo  "  bloody  small."  Thinks  that  one  year's  notice  should  be  given,  and  then  wonld 
agree  to  shut  down  for  throo  years,  which  would  improve  the  fishery.  Ho  favors 
lease  and  would  give  9&  per  mile  to  prevent  encroachment,  which  would  bo  better  for 
the  packer,  because  nobody  could  "  interfere  with  me  whore  I  put  my  dollars  and  my 
boats  "  nor  set  their  traps  there.  If  he  had  an  area,  thinks  he  would  protest;  would 
pot  on  five  instead  often  Iwats,  but  would,  of  course,  catch  all  tho  lob.^tors  he  could 
with  those  five  boats.  Cannot  say  whether  fishermen  would  find  fault  with  areas. 
Thinks  that  a  regulation  to  "  fish  any  time  for  six  weeks  is  not  enough."  Ho  would 
rather  pn  lor  tho  snason  as  it  is  now,  without  recess  in  July. 

Ai  Palhousie,  Juh  August,  1887,  Simon  MoGrboob,  Lobster  packer.  Has  ono  factory 
«t  Point  Miscou,  Gloucester  County,  established  in  1880,  employing  30  men  at  925 
(so  witness  stated)  per  month,  and  '10  womei:  at  SIO  per  month,  thux  contributing 
tft  iabor  $-',850  this  season.  In  1886,  he  fished  1,600  traps  and  packed  1,300  oases  ; 
♦ad  in  18s7,  with  tho  same  number  of  traps  packed  only  1,000  cases.  Lobsters  are 
aoarccr  and  ""nailer.  Buys  lobsters  by  weight  and  cannot  say  how  many  it  takes  by 
oonnt  to  fill  a  can.  Tho  fishery  is  decreasing  every  year.  The  bust  way  to  protect 
and  preserve  tho  lobster  fishery  would  be  to  enforce  present  regulations  as  regards 
aiao  und  spawning,  and  have  a  shorter  open  season  as  follows  :  say,  commence  about 
l&lh  of  May  and  close  not  later  than  16th  July,  which,  in  opinion  of  witness,  is  all 
that  is  required.  Would  bo  opposed  to  closing  for  a  number  of  years.  Is  opposed 
to  leahing  of  areas  to  pa<  kers*,  it  would  be  no  protection  to  the  lobsters,  is  quite  un- 
necessary and  would  cause  great  dissatisfaction  amongst  people. 

Mr.  McGregor  is  also  a  salmon  fisher  and  interested  in  that  business.  Finds 
that  lobotor  trajm  do  not  interfere  with  salmon  fishery. 

Mr,  Uaddow,  Bathurst,  Gloucester  County,  N.  fl.,  has  two  factories,  not  now  work- 
ing. Fish  aro  not  p'onty;  thoy  are  falling  off.  If  we  are  to  continue  fishing  we 
^uld  alter  the  fishing  time.  Needs  a  month's  recess,  say  20th  July  to  20th  August ; 
fiouB  tho  fish  fuller  and  larger  in  September,  heavier  and  easier  to  puck.  Would 
fish  from  May  to  about  middle  of  July,  then  recess  to  middle  of  August,  and  six 
weeks  afterwards  to  end  of  September.  Sees  a  groat  diflBcuIty  in  closing  for  three 
years.  Does  not  think  only  six  weeks'  fishing  would  do;  should  have  threo  months^ 
the  local  fishery  warden  to  rate  the  beginning  and  specify  the  closing  time  of  each 
laotory.  Does  not  ihink  it  would  be  any  advantago  to  leave  traps  open  two  inches 
at  the  base,     in  his  opinion  lobster  fishing  does  not,  hurt  salmon  fishing. 

Tho  'J9tb  July,  1887,  Commissioners  visittd  Mr.  Andre's  lobster  factrry  at 
Casey  Point,  County  of  Kent,  N.B,,  where  they  saw  many  bushdls  of  lobsters  on 
iables,  mostly  of  about  eight  inches  in  length  (which  is  rather  better  than  some 
cibtr  uaichea  ihoy  had  seen).     Factory  sets  about  tOO   Irt^s,  and  brings  ashore  at 
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one  lifting  aboat  900  lobatera.  A  llinoh  lobater  should  weigh  about  If  pounds. 
In  this  fkotory  100  pounds  weight  of  lobsters  malco  twenty  cans.  Kight  or  nine  men 
were  hanging  round  the  factory  apparently  idle.  If  the  factory  were  closed  those 
men  would  not  go  to  the  United  States,  but  would  subside  into  the  farms,  &o.,  from 
whence  they  oame. 


Ill 
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APPENDIX    No.    3 


NOVA   SCOTIA. 

faconoH    at    Fort    Hood,    (iabarus,    Lingan    and  Cape    North,    where  ho  packed 

5  000  casen.      Was  5  yeavH  on  ihe  south  flhoro.      There  is  u  marked  difference 

in    the    size    of   lobsters    on    the    north    and    on    the    south    of    Capo    Breton. 

Oa  the  ^outh   It  takes  .{  and   HJ  lobsters,  taken  in  A\   fathoms  water,  to  fill  a 

ono.pound  can     but  on  the  north  it  takes  5  and  :,J,   taken  in  '4  fathoms.    Recess  in 

the  month  of  Ju  y  would  not  do,  could  not  take  up  traps  in  JuTy ;  it  would  close  up 

fh  !  9MK"r*     "  \^';"'^^  8uj,'ge6t  as  a  fishing  time  for  the  location  referred  to  from 

k11  J^TuTu'"'''""  ^"^"^  ^"^'"'^-  •'"'^'«  ^»^°  best  time  for  fishing  in  Capo 
i^-ton,  and  the  lobslors  are  at  their  best  up  to  about  25th  Angus-t.     If  fishing  began 

r„.  ,?K  "'  '^''f^Z  poimittoJ,  which  is  never  much  before  25lh  Muy,  ho  would  rather 
have  the  month  of  July  than  Juno.  Tho  profit  on  a  factory  is  generally  made  af\er 
wlJrt"'''"*^  C^»yJ»"y«n<i  »<tor).  Remarks  apply  from  C.pe  St.  Lawrence  to 
ZT^a.uVu  ^  ^"'"^  ™^".V  eg-s  appear  after  Ist  July,  and  more  or  less  eggs  are 
lound  al  the  time.  l>oes  not  object  to  tho  present  legal  size  of  lobsters,  and  thinks* 
there  w.ll  be  no  s«arc,ty  of  Huch  lobsters  for  30  yoars  to  come.  Doop  sea  lobsters  are 
tho  host,  and  arc  in  their  pnmo  in  August.     Want^  10  days  extension  to  tho  present 

■K  wnniTr.'  '".^-u  "iT"'  ""^  ''"  P""'*"'''^-  Allotment^f  fishing  areas  might  do, 
but  would  not  suit  the  hsher.nen.  Areas  ate  really  neither  nocensary  nor  d^irabie 
in  the  ocalities  reforrod  to.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  interferonro  with 
each  other  among  tho  packers.  lie  gives  his  fishermen  traps.  Of  course  shutting 
?„'lRn.-f™^^^'"'^'^°"''^  increase  the  oatch,  whore  they  now  take VJ.OOO  might 
rf.:^^  '\u  oppresses  no  definite  opinion  as  to  shutting  down.     Cape  Breton  is 

rot  on   the,  same  footing  as  the  mainland  of  Nova  Scotia;  from  Cape  North  to 
GMbarus  it  is  quite  different  from  the  Gut  of  Canso-is  one  month  later. 
T.^h,^ra  „  ^'""'"'  ^u""  i'  a^-^ooiated  with  Mr.  Bakbr  al  Gabarus,  tendered  evidence. 
liSnn       '^  .r"""*"^  ^"'■^'"*  ^''**"  about  the  20th  July  to  the  end  of  the  fishing 
season,  and  they  are  m  ova  at  different  seasons  throughout  tho  year.     Does  not 

fnh«t!  fl\^*'''" -'l  ^^^\  "^'^^^  '"'*'*^"*«  '^  ^'^  '^^  y®ars.  The  best  way  to  protect  tho 
lobster  fishery  is  to  take  measures  to  keep  up  the  size.  Even  undi-sizod  fish  are 
becoming  scarce,  and  cont-equently  the  factories  take  them  quite  small.  With  refor- 
?nn?ii\f„  «*t«"^'«"?/.fi^'^i"g  time  recently  granted  to  Capo  Breton  and  Nova 

rn J!!'n  "PP^'^T  ''^••' .'"  ''1°''  ^^^^  ^^^  y^'^'''^  ^^^^^^^^  might  be  worked  profitably. 
Government  has  discriminated  against  Cape  Breton  instead  of  in  favor  of  it.    Beins 

^o«fA„  ^'u  T  'o«a''tios  they  did  not  put  out  more  traps,  replied  because  it 
costs  80  much  and  would  not  be  profitable,  unless  such  additional  time  had  been  given. 
tL  h  ^^»7«*g>it  offish,  from  and  after  the  middle  of  July,  50  lobsters  should  weieh 
int  n/  ToTr  '^"  "'^^'^ J»^J«ly  would  weigh  20  lbs.^ess.  Occasional?  ?57er 
cent,  of  the  catch  is  iost  from  bad  weather.  Shutting  down  the  factories  for  a  term  of 
years  IS  not  wanted  in  Capo  Breton,  and  does  not  see\ow  it  would  protec^th^  foSer 

^?\^t-J'<:er's  Island  near  St.  Peter's  Canal.     His  factories  are  not  so  far  north 

?S«  «o„tK°' «"'?•  T?''  ^^^'  ?'  ^'  ^'^''''^  ^'^'"^^  «»•«  Sooi,  bat  later  than  Jhose  to 
l«?,omr«f\  Has  never  lound  in  his  experience  a  lobster  soft  shelled  until  tho 
llrrl     V    S®Pt«'^*'er.    Cannot  protect  lobsters  in  ova;  the  fishermen  take  off  tha 

Son  Jf'Ln''*°°"'P''^*l"l'^'''*^™  *^y*  ^'^^^^  ««»«o°-  ^^^^  there  was  no  closo 
season  at  all,  no  more  lobsters  were  caught  than  now.    Official  printed  dooamenta  or 
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fishoncs  say  lobstore  spawn  in  July;  this  is  not  true,  for  thoy  spawn  i.i    Auqust 

ih^Zlfih  o/"  ?  '''i!''"'J"^""''l""'^  of  oxiHting  regulations  paokors  nhoald  bogivoa 
the  month  otoeptombor  for  in  the  past  novon  years  there  wan  in  no  your  m-nrthim 
two  months  fish.nR,  which  praciioaily  means  only  about  33  days  o.u  of  Ihul.  I  (  ibo 
Government  intends  to  give  only  six  weoks  or  two  months,  the  pacers  should  have 
the  right  to  select  such  time  as  suits  thorn,  for  a  few  miles  makci  u  giuut  .liflorenco 
As  to  closure  for  a  terra  of  years,  fishing  should  only  bo  shutdown  whoro  the  ti-lnue 
scarce  or  exterminated,  but  now  ground  should  not  be  shut  down  at  ail,  it  wuuld  >o 
very  unfair  if  restr.ction  must  bo  imposed,  better  allow  a  ce.t^ir.  number  of  fac 
tories^and  prohibit  any  more  from  being  built,  and  licenso  those  cxiMing  lor  a  given 
numbe*  of  traps  only.  b  i"i  "  j,ivon 

«    4^\^l^^?   9*  ^^l'^'>  '^«"^n^'/.  formerly   a  lobster  packer  of  L.  Pickard  &  Co 
Boston,  U.S.,  has  heard  tho  testimony  offered,  and   concurs   iu  what  Mr.  Uakoi  has 

Mb.  Corbett,  Sydney,  endorses  heartily  what  has  been  said,  lias  been  two 
years  in  the  buslncf^8 ;  built  a  factory  thin  spiing,  and  had  it  ready  by  1st  ot  Juno 
worSl-i'f.^T^^*'  an  extension  or  fis'hinltimo.  Thm  yea.^/uld  not  beg  n 
itA^uV^^^T""  «".a«countof  lobsters  Eoingscaico.  I'his  jear  caught  and 
packed  the  best  lobsters  from  29th  July,  but  they  were  fairly  well  filled  in  June  to 
tails  were  full  but  tho  claws  a  little  deficient.  In  studying  the  habit/of  Ihe  lobster 
iJ  on«  nl«r  "f  ^"P"^'^'''  one  with  a  semi-transparent  shell  that  keeps  pretty  much 
V  h^^/l®'?'^  shallower  water,  and  the  other  the  blut-black  with  large  shdls 

et;1n  thrshr^^oTthTS''"^  '°'^'"'  ''  ''  ''  ^"^'^^^  '"  '«"«^^  -^  -^^  ^  ^'«- 

at  C^^n  ^Ct  ^"*?v!  ^u'*^'""  ^'''^'''''  ^''""''  ^-  '^•'  '«  interested  in  2  factories 
falUnToff  Ili^^rlT^  ^^^  ^°"''°''  1**""^^  y*"*""'  0^«0«r8e  ho  finds  tho  fishing 
at  the^baVi fhi  '«b«ters  are  roquired  to  fill  a  one-pound  can.  Lo^.torsaro  largf 
at  the  back  of  the  Cape,  where  chore  is  rook  and  kelp  200  yards  off"  tho  shore .  Tho 
ll^^r  "If.t"';  i  spawning  lobsters  is  about  60  in  500.      Even  ,t  tiio  fishery  were 

SrHnr-?^*''  ^fl^'  "  ^''"'^   ''"^^  °°  ^^'^'  '"^  protecting   the  fish  or  fisho^rnTen 
Mr.  Hurst  would  suggest  that  the  law  as   it  now  stands  if  enforced   would  answer 

!!!i'"W'P*'?V^'"^^  ^l""*^^  •'®  ''o"°  without  more  wardens.  Would  further  sue- 
gest  that  no  obfiter  fishing  should  be  done  within  the  Canadian  S-milo  limit  Clol 
Th^nifJflK       would  not  have  much  effect,  the  present  fishing  season  is  all  ii..Lt. 

X  Kl!^hf  •    •  v-^°  'oP'y.^''  "  n''^^°"  ^y  Commissioner  Ogdon,  said  it  would 

for  a^erm  o?tl„'."  ^^""^  ^Tf'  ^"'  '"''  ^^^  «'"^^«'*  ^^^  '"^i'^'-  ot^hBur:i  clown 
lor  a  term  ot  years  sufficiently  !o  answer. 

but  IwfpH  n^«'"'^°  SoiiBKiDKR,  LoDster  Packer,  Canto,  has  been  in  the  business  .,  years 
tits  . f  ^  ^  •^''  ^'^  y,""'"  *SO.  Don't  see  much  difference  in  tho  siza  of  fi  -h  bo 
yZ  thfnTo?'tr°V?'';u  Cortainly  can't  see  much  difference  in  the  ,ast  2 
J^^«,-n„i  fu'  .  ^'f  Whole,  there  IS  some  difference  in  siza  between  now  a' d  14 
SatiS «r^  n  IV  'l"^  g'-<>at  complaint  about  the  size.  Think,  the  present 
S^ns  dir«  fS«   -^n«tantly  broken,  if  properly  carried  out  would  be  pretty  straight. 

Srter  t1m«  n^ff  °*  \f^^^  °^  ??^^"«  T'''''  f'^vorabiy ;  wouli  not^vorlny 
S2  IJ  t'me  not  6  months  nor  yet  2  months.  Granting  leases  would  simplv  rniJ 
the  industry  ,o  the  eastern  part  of  Guyabaro.  Prom  Fox  Island  to  Cr Jaber^l  is  and 
coSsf "'  ToLTh-?'"*'-  ^5'  F'^y'h''  ^^'^'''S  Company  actJall^Vsh  the  whole 
K;n„n  If,l^f  Pr°''''  ""^  "'";"•'"«  ^^'"  *  *«^™  «*  y««r«-  "  closed  the  men  would 
GloucTster  ""{^^^e'nP'oy "n^nt  and  go  to  United  States  where  they  could  get  woi  k  at 

v^ZZl  4 'iir"''^  '''  "^° \^^^'''  ^^« y.«"'«  «««««  were  given  before clling.  Last 
year  he  set  4,J0O  traps  and  this  year  only  2,500.  6         "^ 

at  Canm^Thl^^ff'''^''-^Z'  ^T''  No  closure  for  any  term  of  years  is  necessary 
Porm«rl5«J        i\u°  '!«'b'%«^*"g«  'n   '^^  ««e  or  quantity  of  the  lob.tei^ 

Bnortenmg  the  fishing  soasoD  different  localities  would  reqairo  diOliont  regu'ui  om. 


46 


Does  not  approve  of 


August  to  him,  as  far  aa  it  goes,  is  probably  the  best  month, 
leasing,  it  would  not  be  practicable. 

Mr.  William  Frazer  OP  Buhnham  and  Morell,  Caribou,  N.S.,  hM  been  in 
business  for  six  years  at  Caribou  and  St.  John.  Would  recommend  aa  the  boat 
tshiiig  seaaon  to  commence  as  early  as  might  bo,  and  ash  to  10th  July:  then  a 
reoesa  to  10th  August ;  and  resume  fishing  till  the  end  of  September.  Would  not  be 
in  Invor  of  closure  for  a  term  of  years.  Attributes  the  falling  off  in  lobatera  tea 
^rong  flahing  time.  In  June  and  July  one-half  the  fiah  taken  are  in  spawn;  bat 
after  lOth  August  not  2  in  1,000.  o^owu,  um 

.  *  ^^  ^*  ?•  ^°'^^^,^'^'  ^^^f^<^r  Packer,  Pleasant  Bay,  20  miles  south  of  Cheiicamp. 
west  of  Cape  Breton.  In  roguluting  the  lobster  fishery  sectional  dates  as  to  the  fishinff 
and  close  seasons  must  be  observed.  Different  localities  require  different  dates  The 
north  coast  of  Cape  liroton  is  one  month  later  than  the  mainland,  although  the  ioe 
leaves  very  fast  at  last.  Mr.  Forrest  has  boon  in  the  buaineas  7  yearaf  Geta  to 
work  not  much  before  the  Ist  June,  4  lobsters  make  a  can.  Was  formerly  at  Cane 
George.  In  first  year  1881,  4  and  4i  lobsters  filled  a  cau  ;  last  year  it  took  7  •  this 
18  in  consequence  of  over-fishing,  sections  whore  it  has  fallen  to  7  to  a  can  should  ba 
shut  up.  Leasing  offaroas  is  not  necessary;  the  pi'ople  would  not  object,  but  the 
hshermen  would  oontinuo  to  over-fish  atl  the  same.  A  strict  enforcement  of  the 
present  law  and  regulations  is  the  only  way  to  protect  the  fishery.  The  present 
hshing  and  close  season  is  all  right.  It  is  the  smaller  lobsters  that  strike  in.  Would 
consider  a  lobster  of  9  inches  in  length  to  be  four  years  old.  If  the  season  is  to  be 
shortened  must  have  the  month  of  July  .is  a  fishing  month.  At  his  place,  lobsters 
spawn  in  August.  ^        '      '~'"'"' 

^       Mkssrs.  F.  B  Hamblin  &  Co.,  Lobs  'er  Packers,  Ptctou,  N.  S.,  have  three  factories 
m  Nova  Sootia,  also  one  in  P.  K.  Island,   i08  mo  x  are  employed  in  their  factories,  of 
whomfuliy  70  are  fishermen,  who  this  year   wiii  earn    $50   per  month.    Also  are 
36  women  earning  $13  a  month.     It  takns  4^  to  a  shade  less  than   5  lobsters  to  fill 
a  one  pound  can.    Last  year  it  took  just  6.     Iho  first  two  years  we  caught  all  the 
large  lobsters,  and  must  now  be  contented  with  smaller,  as  have  seen  no  creat 
difloronce  m  size  the  past  three  years.    Those  thut  spawned  on  the  ground  three 
years  ago  seemod  to  have  remained  there,  thua  confirming  the  opinion  that  the 
lobster  fishery  IS  local.    Have  caught  lobsters  through  the  ice,  which  shows  that  they 
are  there  in  winter.    Messrs.  Uarablin  try  to  throw  out  all  lobsters  under  nine  inchw 
m  length,  but  jt  the   nine-inoh  law  were  rigidly  enforced  it  would  interfere  with 
business.    Spawnors  in  egg  come  in  shoals  in  July,  making  about  10th  July  25  per 
cent,  of  the  total  catch,  but  after  that  they  fall  off.    Messrs.  Hamblin  insist  on  nine 
inch  lobsters,  but  have  seen  after  lobsters  were  landed  and  re-cuUed  one-third  w-re 
under  legal  size.    There  is  no  profit  in  canning  lobsters  less  than  seven  inches  in 
length.    To  rigidly  enforce  the  nine  inch  law  would  be  to  close  up  all  the  factories. 
10  fash  for  SIX  weeks  only  would  not  pay  the  cost  of  running  it.     Business  cannot  be 
done  without  three  months'  fishing.    Mr.  Hamblin's  candid  opinion  is  that  if  the 
lobsters  are  protected  during  the  spawning  time,  they  cannot  be  extinguished.    Such 
protection  would  be  ample  to  preserve  the  fishery.    There  should  be  sectional  dates 
of  fishing  for  different  sections.     In  Mr.  Hamblin's  opinion  ton  days  of  variation  in 
sectional  date  of  close  season  is  suffloient  to  cover  the  industry  throughout  Canada 
With  reference  to  clcsiog  for  a  term  of  years,  say  three  years,  or  even  two  years,  he 
would  be  opposed  to  it  for  the  reason  that  afterwards  when  fishing  was  resumed  we 
should  be  just  where  we  were.    If  factories  wore  closed  the  fishermen  would  eo  to 
thebtate8foremploj?ment.    Leasing  of  areas  would  proiect  the  packers  to  some 
extent  by  preventing  trespassing  and  overcrowding,  but  not  wholly.    He  himself 
^^^\-y  ^°        ,!  1°  ^®®  *  leasing  system— in  fact  ho  wroie  to  the  Department 
aoout  It.    He  would  be  opposed  to  total  closure  of  the  factories  for  more  or  less  years. 
jBut  he  would  insist  on  closing  for  not  over  four  or  five  weeks  of  spawning  time 
The  average  opening  time  with  himself  ia  20th  May ;  that  is  as  early  as  can  open  in 
the  btraits.    A  recess  in  spawning  time,  then  reopen,  so  as  to  give  an  equal  lenirth 
of  lime  fishing  in  the  f»ll.    Witness  said  he  is  obliged  to  fish  all  the  time,  so  as  to 
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huld  hi8  men.  He  has  packed  abont  4,200  oaaoM,  and  last  year  5,000;  the  total  value 
of  his  3  facoi  8  .«  120  000  or  8.'5,000.  Twenty  years  a^o  on  the  cost  of  Maine  they 
v..  untarily  -t.  ppod  fishing  -i  July  bocauHo  it  Old  noi  pay  and  yet  the  lobitors  were 
ti>lied  out.  Does  not  think  the  coast  of  Maine  is  so  good  feeding  or  spawninK 
gioandsashero.  Lobsters  wore  formo-ly  found  on  the  Maine  coast,  woiL'hing  10 
and  16  lbs.  and  one  weighing  2H  «,<.  ^  ...  lobster  would  fill  two  cann.  Mr.  llamblin 
mentioned  with  reference  to  his  Prince  Edward  Island  factory  that  ho  had  noticed 
I^'t/  u  n  .  ^''^  °[  lohstors  was  two  days  from  Duncan  Mclnnis'  factory 
at  High  Bank  to  reach  Ward's,  and  before  spawning  tho  fidh  w«ro  observ*^ 
to  come  to  Hnmbiin's  factory  at  Wood  Island's  from  the  east,  but  after 
|.pawning  thoy  came  from  the  west.  Mr.  llamblin  thinks  a  lobbtor  of  4  inches 
in  ongth  18  in  its  first  year ;  (i  inches  in  length  is  18  months  to  2  years  ;  7i  inches 
in  length  IS  3  years;  9  inches  in  length  is  4  years,  growing  ab^ut  2  inches  pe - 
annum  after  the  hrst  year.  "        '  o  b>  «3   po 

W.  Convifi  employed  in  Lobster  factory  at  Caribou,  N.  S.,  and  for  five  years  at 
.Miminiga^h  P,B  I.,  did  not  soo  any  real  ^ood  lobsters  at  Miminiga^h   in   the  five 

^T!"k  ff  ^^1^7 1  ^^"^  ^r.  ''1**''°  ^"'^  =*  *^*"'  to  fi"  «  can.  at  first  it  took  on  y  four 
and  a  half.  Th»  fish  are  good  in  May  and  June  and  up  to  tho  26th  July,  but  are 
shollmg  up  to  20th  August,  tho  timo  for  cloning.  Suggests  to  knr  ck  out  August  and 
give  September  as  a  fishing  month.  To  enforce  the  nine  inch  law  would  shut  up.ome 
factories  but  not  all.  If  the  factories  wore  closed  for  three  years  tho  lobster  fisher 
men  are  not  able  to  supply  themselves  with  new  sea-f'aring  gear 

Mr.  Geohgb  Rowlings,  Fishery  Overseer  of  Musquodoboit  Harbor,  has  been 
overseer  only  one  year.  Knows  that  lobsters  are  smaller  than  thoy  were  six  years 
ago.  Visit*  the  factories  six  or  seven  times  in  the  year,  and  estimates  that  it  tskea 
three  and  four  lobsters  to  fill  a  can.  His  district  is  from  Dartmouth  1o  Koum  Secum 
about  130  miles  and  his  remarks  apply  to  that  district.  Th'^nks  if  the  present  laW 
were  strictly  enforced  it  would  bo  suifioiont  to  protect  the  fishery.  Would  recom- 
mend the  fishing  season  to  commonce  as  early  as  practicable  in  the  sprintj,  and  shut 
down  for  the  year  on  the  Ist  July.  Does  not  think  it  necessary  to  close  the  factories 
for  a  term  of  years.  Thinks  tho  sale  of  fresh  lobsters  to  the  United  Stat  cs  ia  the 
r^od°  °"°^'  ^**"''*   ^'^^^"^  ^®°  ^""^  ^'*'®  of  fresh  lobsters  to  Amerieans 

i^r,^.f-Po9.9.^^T,  Lobster  packer  in  Novt  Scotia  and  Prinne  Edward  Island  also 
in  Newfound  and  Mr.  Forrest  had  previously  been  interviewed  by  the  Commr 
sioners  at  f^recrgotown,  P.E.L,  and  now  (at  Halifax)  confirmed  his  previous  testimony 
as  in  some  respoi  »8  applicable  to  Nova  Scotia.  Is  opposed  to  any  system  of  lease  To 
keep  existing  regulations  in  force  there  should  be  a  warden  to  every  factory.  '  Ho 
fishes  1,300  traps.  Nine  inches  is  suflSoient  for  the  legal  sijjo  of  canned  lobsters ;  lOA 
inches  would  be  too  largo  The  spawning  time  at  his  Nova  Scotia  factory  is  in 
July ;  about  ten  per  cent,  of  all  taken  then  are  in  egg,  but  the  proportions  vary  con- 
siderably. Mr.  Forrest  wants  two  months  fishing  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  month  of 
July  must  not  be  one  of  those  months.  Diflferent  dates  are  required  for  different 
localiiies.  Of  course  to  close  up  the  factories  for  three  years  and  only  allow  two 
moD'hs  fishing  a  ro-opening  would  be  a  heroic  measure.  Mr.  Forrest  exhibited  to 
the  Commissioners  specimens  of  canned  lobsters  put  up  by  him  three  years  am> 
and  now  in  perfect  flavor  and  condition.  Some  c-onversation  took  place  on  the  na^ 
tural  history  of  the  lobster,  and  tho  well-known  fact  of  difference  of  appearance  in 
the  sexes  was  referred  to,  namoly,  that  the  tail  of  the  female  is  large  and  broad 
while  the  tail  of  the  male  is  smaller  and  the  claws  larger  than  in  the  female.  The 
extension  of  fidiiog  time  to  Guysboro' County  this  year  has  made  Halifax  County 
jealous.  The  fishery  season  is  already  too  long.  It  should  be  shortened  a  month  by 
knocking  off  July,  then  shut  down  for,  say  two  years  only,  for  it  is  not  wise  to  look 
too  far  into  the  future,  therefore,  shut  down  for  one  or  two  years  only.  After  July 
the  lobsters  are  inferior.  On  the  southern  part  of  Nova  Scotia  this  is  the  hardest 
year  y^t.  Pormerly  three  to  three  and  a  half  lobsters  filled  a  can,  now  it  has  taken 
flix  to  seven,    Don  t  quite  think  on  tho  Atlantlo  Coast  there  is  irumodiaio  need  of  a 
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.'I.H.0  many  n.corioH.    To  ^u\     .   -.   nVl  "^'""•^'  ^""'^'•"•♦*  •»'«  «»  i-  I'  I  w  w,.„|,l 

uiu,  „n|;„.c«  tl.«  law!  "1— H.UI  d,.w„  (.,.  k  y.ar  or  two;  shorten  l!,o   timo, 

they  «o>,M  have  iho  .o«nblionH  ro(  m\J  in!^^  •'^•'   '"''■'"•""K  ''•'•«'•>.•  (i.lMuy 

burno  and  l)i«by.  but  liKoi;  to  "^/^Id  £t       "     J"  nd^wi  l"!, 'l'    ^r'"""''  '•''"'■ 
which  in  tho  IcKul   Hlarda-    in  Uo  tod   8titn-  '   """V  ""^.  ""V*'"''  *'"'"  '"*  ''"'''•««. 

then.;  conHo.,«ontly  the  fi2  In    u.Lo  mo  o  ..  !nA    '    "■  !"'^  '"  *  "'""''  l'"^"  f^r 
U.o«h«f,biK  "nJ    ill.'  .ndi^tfvl"oiSj    t?t  l''"'*\"^    """  "■crow,™  Z 

Memo.    Tho  Commissionors  visiti'd  tho  "Eloctro  " 

believed  that  if  tho  Drosent  law  T-.  Jn^K  V'^  '  V'^"  *'^  Uo 

purpoBO.    It  would  reqdJn  SpJ  .o    it^^7;7actS  T'utlT"''  "".r/  ^^^^ 
would  not  object  to  pay  part  of  tho  oxnenKo      \V^,  n  I  .^ '  u"'  ""^  ^^«  faitorieB 

Iob8tor.    Dot-8  ,>ot  bohevo  n Throe  voZ  oLn.!  nf  ♦.     /  ?°  •"  ''""'^  ^"^  «^  «5  per 

pckern.    Mr.  Stuynor  isTntS^ostod  w  ?h  Mr  p"o^?eTn^  htn^W^  .''t  ^°"  ^^'^  ^^' 

inches  in  well-steamers  to  United  States  AL^h-onno^*^".'^  lobsters  of  lOJ 
alarmed  at  the  report  that  tho  AmertcaM  sfand^  H  of^  h'T  ''°'"  'T'  ^"  ««««»« 
inche^ ;  and  opi„  d  it  would  rn.iZ'.Zi  Slfn  t'  rSr  '  "'"'  "  '' 
a  pernor/.-  "'tSSS:;  f^^/fi^^S^^f '^^•'  f  •^-  ««  -<^  ^-  Stairs  drafted 
ery.  Can't  answerTaJuestion  Xhi^ThT  '•"  ^"*1"''^  "to  the  lobster  fi.h- 
size  and  number,  but  mo.So?ies^a  e  rnnaX  iaZ'X^  ''  '"'"^«'"«  '" 
monuory  to  falling  ott'  in  numbers.  TimL  are  poor  So  I  as^cd  ZV"  ''^'  ''  »"'*'■ 
grant  a  ccuple  of  months  extra.  Au^^ust  and  !s«nf  Ami..r    .  ■  ''^  ^o^ornmont  to 

did  not  get  It,  Mr.  Townsend  brofcbeJ  a  theof^to  tho'  effeoTt'irt  In.''/''  ^T''  ^''' 
have  a  kelp  bottom.-it  is  only  in  such  a  place^  thV  tetlle  tTXll^Zll 
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nroloolion  Ihj.i.k  N«o.ocy,-und  many  of  the   kelp   bottomH  have  now  boo.,m«  biuo 

fl«hermon  m  8ho«  Hay  my  thutHou  vermin,  Hoa-floaH  an.l  Huch  liko  h'uvL  doHtmv^ 
the  Moa  wood  and  loHihon.oltH  baro.  Thocorollary  i.ibat  tho  lob.torHr-"rvoS 
oflhowator,-.frnrnbo.nKHO  roiuood  in  numborH.  have  lo.t  baianco  ovriKa- 
vcm.n  ;  wb.oh  ul.o  offodH  other  'lHhi,.K,  for  horrinK  and  maokorol  boin^  doan  waTor 
fl«h  will  not  .,o,no  in  whoro  tho  uater  in  foul  and  Ml  of  vormin.  MaokorolHrAok 
m  b..  year  at  (^»po  Hahlo  and  Htru.k  oaf  again  in  a  few  hourH  and  (bo  Zvo  may 
bo  (h«  roKMon  Po.Honmg  tho  water  by  (rap  baitn  ban  aim.  muoh  to  do  with  it  ThJ 
lob^to^  .H  tho  IhHt  Imk  ,n  tho  H.aln  of  our  HoaflHhonoH  and  itn  numborH  ild  b 
protoc-ed  Of  (bo  (.Hbormon  from  Halifax  toCunHo  not  ono  in  ten  in  an  woU  ofT  tidav 
«H  h«  wan  tor.  vourH  ago,  and  an  if  thoro  had  never  boon  a  lobntcr  <.n  tho  coaHt  Bo^ 
fore  lobHtor  finding  ovory  flHherman  had  a  Hoa  outfit  for  herrioK  and  mft(.korol  Mr 
Tow.mond  buH  hoard  50  flnhormon  say  tboy  winbod  they  bad  nov-T  Heon"  lobHtor  Paid 
then;  whroh  as  the  lobHtor  fiHhormen  aro  every  month.they  «pon,  i  it  an  they  ko  and  have 
no  h.ng  loft  Formerly  when  tboy  ow.od  and  UHod  an  outfit  u.ey  bad  aKoodue 
at  the  end  of  the  HouHon,  probably  it  iH  too  late  now,   but   tho  only  remedy  ?h"o  put 

!lH7h«  ?'"^  "''^°'" '■"''"''••  '^^•'.**  ''»«  P'°««"'  t'"**  thoro  iH  undue  JmpetXn 
and  the  fl«bomon  are  impoverished.  Tho  fiHherman  catohoH  ovorythine  -hrbrinia 
It  to  me  and  I  refuse,  but  I  muHt  either  take  it  or  he  hoIIh  it  to  Tom  Brown  * 

fhe  fiMhormon  should  bo  equally  amenable  with  the  packer  for  illogalitieH  in  tho  flX 
.„L        r  **  *?  ""'y  two  wayH  to  remedy  the  preHoAt  evil,  firnt  to  Hhut  down  on  thi» 

1»WI  hTtK"'"/'  r"  "''.L"","'  "'••  «*'°°"^  »*»  ''•^«  ""  *"«P««t«''  i"  "^e'-y  factory  to  bJ 
paid  by  the  faotory.     the  inspootor  should  boa  stranger,  not  a  noighbor  and  should 

fZ  Th^L^tK*^'*'''^  /"'  ^'^^T^  **•«  f'^«^°"««  *«•«  a>loweJ  tolntiSue  ruL^ 
ning,-the  first  thing  to  bo  done  is  to  alter  the  close  season  to  suit  various  localities 
msomueh  as  the  lobster  spawn  earlier  in  the  west  and  later  in  tho  east.  He  fM? 
JC;nV?„^.^f  ^^'*!''.?".i^'--  .^»'*°''*"  t»''°«'  that  nolobatershonld  boiiuVht 
£n«  fo  hii  ^ifir  u^''  ^i^^^''  fi«"yj;-Woald  it,  therefore,  bo  advisable  or  in. 
jarioufl  to  have  fall  fishing  in  September.  Pishing  should  not  bo  done  later  than  lOth 

i«^h«  flT  *'"''?*•   r^'^^l  V"°  '"•*"^'"*  '**'«^*  fl^**'"*?  w««-e  allowed  it  would  eom 

5rlnoil^^T^*°u'f"K'''•V^'V^«^^  "'^^  ""  ««»'°«tfi''  Grant  license  toTh 
with  power  to  revoke  for  breach  of  law.    If  the  United  States  had  adopted  a  license 

done  along  ooa«t,  and  although  the  lobaters  are  getting  smaller,  does  not  think  they 
can  be  said  to  be  exterminated  Pishing  in  thi  month  of  July  does  the  mischief 
and  some  firms  he  does  business  with  will  not  put  their  hands  on  the  fish  1^2 
S-fhJ^'  1°  ^^^  S""  \f.*  -^P"'  ^  ^^^^  J°'y  ''O"'*^.  (he  thinks)  please  seven  efghth! 
SJ  oe„KiT«nn'^?°  ?"  °T  standpoint  of  view,  '^tter  haviS  tl  on  ll.OoTthan 
80  cents  on  1600.  Last  year's  stock  is  not  yet  sold  oat  in  England.  Prom  Dersonal 
knowledge,  he  speaks  as  follows:  Thesnrpfns  on  hand  is  from  over-fishZ fa^J^ge 
number  of  retail  grocers  in  England  have  gone  out  of  selling  canned  ifbsters  on 

t\TtSe?lL\^S^L^"''TL^°^*?K*'^°^^^  '*T'y  from  ^rire  flSward tfanS 

fwL  «f  S       «  T*-    ^hinkf  the  best  lobsters  in  tie  world  come  from  the  Atlantic 

§Z«25„t'*''*«K"?I{'''  ^°**  *''\^.*  P»«^«''  °^°''*  °ot  produce  equally  good  from  New 
h1  inri?:-?*"'*u"«.  '^^r  the  fiwtories  for  some  years  woul^  be  I  heroic  measure 
S?n^lS^SHJ?°'"'^V^''?*''"«T~°  ^  the' lowest  possiWe  time.  DoesnS 
wTt  wiuTd?Iii,?i^in.  otherohannels;  wn't  destroy  the  market, 

ofrth^*'£dW?f?*'i  ^S^^'*  H?^*  ^  of  thehighestimportanoe.  Fishermen  who  send 
2iir  hest  of  their  lobsters  alive  to  Americans  are  destroying  the  supply  for  them- 
selves  and  ^Jeir  chUdren,  but  it  !•  a  difficult  matter  to  le^late  on.    &«  shSfd 
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buy    lobMtoiH    from    ti«hormon    who    tell    off  thoir    lar^e  fish 


to 


combino  not  to 
AmtiricatiH. 

iluH  n    '^^  ""^'•'^  *'*'■"  foraothiiig  at  the  end  of  winter  and  that  They  woild  not 

Tnd  MarT  ^Vob.tl-  in  .L    ''inter   Ho  also  wants  the  fishormon  to  havo  February 
inJ  in,  h  I  :..^       1       can  then  be  got  in  30  aud  40  iuihoraH,  and  thoy  would  cet  lor 

Thev^a^eToTtS'T'''''-^"**''':-^''^'^''''''"'  ^^^»9ton.    Hub  fished  lobsters  6  years 


II 


jr..r«.    Wlion  llr.  can,»  thoro  it  look  3i  lobAer.  w  UN  «  o»°.  and  it  nowT.k™^Li. 
mh  Anril  to  I.?    ? ;     TK^     '  '?  '"  ^.°,  »h°"»°«'l.  "°ulJ  like  to  h».o  it  from 

Hmjah  Nicivkrson,  Lobster  Packer,  Shelbume  Count,,,  J\  S.     Has  naokod  for  2 
yourB.      Emp  oyn  30   mon   at  «40  per   month,  and   2^  k^Hk  at  81  s'^  nor  month 
h„^  :':"^'-'*>»^"'K   '"  «^«K«^  thiH  season,   «4,500.     Lohsto^H  aro  «!  lar^o  nT  w 

rao  i^i"".  Join  McDonald,  Xoftii^er  packer.  Lower  Arqyle,  Yarmouth  Countu  iV  Si 
u  Z.!  V  •  °''*.'^  ^^^  '"''^°"  '^«''«  sold  to  tho  factories,  witnosM  Htated  that 
£d  ?i  h'r„  r^r""'  ''°''  '"■  'V'S"  "  »8coDts  per  100  poatd..    I  tako,  5  uJor 

At^tmmiXmlr^'' """'■ """ "'  •""«° «»" '^"' ^i '»  •  -". 

M«n"'^"'?j .^^P?""^^  (°^*'°^'''■®  '^'d)  '»  an  injury  to  the  packers-   and  to  his    fM. 

To  the  que  uon,  whether  or  not  lobsters  have  fallen  off-  whoihor  with  th- 
same  number  ol  u-aps.  the  same  number  are  taken  ?  Mr  McDonJd  evaded  tto  en 
qu.ry  by  rep  yicg  that  ho  co«Id  not  answer  tho  quostion.  Is  -looidedfy  ooposed  to 
tJfnt  .'1,'"^.  ^^'''■•^''''  '"^"^  \P'«°  •«  "«t  ^"'t^blo  to  these  lhreocounSos%°os  no? 
iwM\  '""i  '"'^"'r  *"y  '^"'■^^'^  protection  than  they  now  have.  At  hi'  part1cu"at 
p  ace  It  has  always  been  a  matter  with  him  that  the  earlier  th.  sprinJthe  e^arl  ir  the 
fi8h.-a  matter  of  temperature.  Places  embayed  are  warmer  than  outnide  hip« 
earher.  He  wants  4  months'  fishing  and  to  bo  given  sp.ing^nd  f^rand  Irran.o  ?h; 
time  locally.     Begin  when  the  ice  leaves,  say  ist  ApHl :  knock  off  on    ls?T  Sk 

iTi'k  .rP°"  °"  ^'^/^  "^"S*^*^  ^"^  ^'^  *•"  20th  OcloL,gaduating  tho  time  accord 

h!  1      \^  ffl  ^''°-    F'^^P  ^'^^  ^  «°'^"«««  of  Yarmouth,  l),|by  an i  Shelbarr  Snd  lot 

the  local  offloer  graduate  the  time.   Tho  fish  spawn  largoil  in  Juno    Of  Stm  .  lol 

^V^^^^"^  tofillaone-poundcan.  '^He  is  o?  o^nion '^Jhat'^St^r  ifv! 
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on  the  men  Mr.  flffild  e«laTJ  hn  J^u  «°*«t  j"*^  it  would  not  pay  to  keep 
allowed  to  catch  hf  few  lobBSth^^^^^  *S°'^*  *^«  ^«^«'^'°«°  *<>  »^ 

March  when  lobsterVwrid  be  Jare  in  thS  ^S^Sf.  T"^**  iS**?"'*.  '°  Pebrnary.and 
present  he  would  recommend  tSuhe  5L«"ir  law  J  «n?  ^'?^  S, J'«  ?"'«'•  ^' 
thaUould  be  done  would  KeSabli«wVffi  if- ^  enforced.  The  test  thing 
length  and  make  it  un?verSl     He  ?MrW^^^^^  ®S*^  '^«  °^  lOJ  inches  in 

factories  for  two  yew^!  but  tWnkf  ^t^n  K?  T"^**  ''i??  *  ^^^  ^  ^^^  *"  t^e 
CU  deep-sea)  are  pS^aiJ^p  to  Se  enS  jV  "  Outer.lobsterB," 
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APPENDIX   No.    4 


MAGDALEN  ISLANDS. 

The  OommisBion  being  on  board  the  Government  SteamshiD  La  ran^>f,;»«^ 
vwited  several  points  on  the  Magdalen  Islands,  on   15  and  170?  Anenst  S?  a5 
denoe  was  taken,  of  which  the  following  is  a  precise :  ^     '     ^'  ®^" 

AT  AMHERST  ISLAND. 

^  A  ^L*^'  J'*^*"'  ^»»'^s«  florftor,  is  owner  of  two  factories,  namelv  Wast  Pninf 
of  Amherst  and  at  South  Bank.  Employs  80  men  at  an  avwase  S  «^8  ««r  nw.fK 
and  60  women  at  40c.  per  day,  thus  Expending  glO^eOO  in  LSf  It  tlLrsfJo  fi 
lobsters  to  fill  a  one-pound  can,  at  the  present^  time  f tow  An^nst^f  but  in  mL  »„J 

w«nH±5[  7"J'*  "°*  '";*  *°°*''«^-)      W»'«°  September  would  suTthe  fishermen 
woold  gladly  take  up  and  reset  their  traps  for  a  recess  of  July.    Say  10th  of  JalT  t« 

2v*2;,J;kf  •  ^°  faotories  for  a  term  of  years  would  for  at  least  two  years 
£m«!ir^-  *tf  ""T  '°°."'®  ^'^^  fishermen  depend  on  for  their  livelihood.      Witness 

SfocX  ^7nd^V:Z'.  V'^'^r^'l  ^«l--«  «y«te-.  b"t  it  is°not  saifable  to 
mis    locality     and    he  would  rather  take  the  chance  of  competition     Oloaino- 

tii^Z"^  Tf^K'^?  '^  *^«  ^'•''"^  ^^P"''^^  «'l''«rd.  as  regardsTeVackers  butherf 

StSns^Sleren?  frt™  ^^^l'*  T"^^  "^^  "'^°'^  ^ff  S«°«™»  Easiness.  ^OoSrs  rSg~ 
lations  different  from  elsewhere  are  wanted  for  the  Magdalens.    Would  sairo-«,t 

fc°n?lf  ^^riy/jt possible  and  tofi.h  until  the  middle  of  JuTy,  hen  ?ake  a  rffess 
SfiT  f/Ti"^*,*'**''-  co°t'nae  *«  fi«h  nominally  until  end  of  year,  but  in  rea^ftv 
io  L?h  i?f  f '"^  'V"''  tJ^^r  O^'tober,  from  brokea  weather,  /he  kagJa  ens  have 
slrJjf^i  /"^K  ^*'"?''"'  '''*,5?"S'»  "  '«  *^°"gbt  salmon  are  on  the  coalt.  HerrfJe 
seines  destroy  lobster  traps.  (Commander  Wakoham  here  explained  that  the  soin  nf 

fishinr''^Ho";ir?,''^  h'l^iri  uP°^«  ^-t  consider  lofster  fishing  hurts  othe? 
Sy  Sfto  ioAlV.^-^^  lobster  fishing  were  allowed,  would  prefer  it  in  spring^ 

S  ?egulationfl.  ^'  ''  ^^'^  '"'"  ""**  *''"  ^'''''■"°°  ^°"''*  S'"°'"*''«  *^'  "^ 
CommLo;«r'''V5:l'^  —  ^i/enf  ancf  4<,en<  /"f  .  Lloyds,  Amherst,  conversed  with  the 
fi«h^^oi^  •  C!o"5°»»8«one«-  I>eaoon  explained  the  present  state  of  the  lobster 
fishery  and  suggested  a  closure  of  the  factories  for,  say  five  years.  •  Mr    Poa?ana*I 

irSeVrhlraVoLrcZre!^'"^""""'^"''  dose^onforSment  oftLe^S5n| 

ster i^d'ns^v  rrfJEnln^'f  7  ^i'!:''^.'  i""^?*'  «P'^e»s«<l  ^is  views  on  the  general  lob- 
Sfl^,il     u^.^u  ^?*  '^j*""^^-  -^<*"it^'l  to  close  in  midsummer  would  leavel  protective 

'Ar^n^'^l^'itV':^^^^^^  '''^  fisherman  should.be^nrK 

hedoesnotapVovJ;fKLlTKoTnthrMT&^^^  "'  "^^'"^  ^''^'^ 


m 


64 


AT  GBINDSTONE  ISLAND. 

lLVTZZr£h  t^'lf  •     ^°  .'''P^^*^  •^  ^"««"°''  ^^tness  said  he  h.5  C 
»  low    large  jagoon   tab,  bat  the  asaal  run  from  the  laffoon  in  smAll     Th«  ,»,«oir* 

SthS     Rni^n  "'''^'?^'u'"°'^'^  people  would  not  come  (both   brothers^reed 
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AT  GRAND  ByTKY. 

♦i,„  K^lsnl/^'  f'""^"'  Packing  Company,  Grand  Entry,  which  haa  been  enKiured  Iq 
the  business  twelve  years     Mr.  Ply  has  been  with  them  three  years.     Hivl  two 

aciorus  at  Old  Harry  Head.  Umploy  40  Boats,  160  men,  and  oO  women  5  100 
traps  and  will  pack  2,000  oases.  First  year  Mr.  Ply'  was  there  packed  oX'  1  200 
oases  ;  the  run  of  lobsters  this  year  is  5i  and  5J  to  I  oan ;  the?  a^re  Ser  a  sffi 

arger  this  year  and  he  does  not  think  scarcer,  nevertheless  there  ie  no  monev  in  it 
for  any  man  About  protection  ?  As  regulations  now  stand  the  best  protection 
would  be  a  close  season  from  15th  July  to  15th  August ;  then  re  oponand  fish  tiS  he 
Mav  ?f  &  ''  ^"'  °° '«"«"•  OP«°«d  this  year  wiih  part  of  his  traps  on  28th 
Y«?'itiiwK^'^"''ri''*°''^P"°»^*'«d^°'  «°'y  six*^ weeks  how  would  it  be? 
S  'fh«r«^l  M^T^I'^'t ''.  *^  S>^e  six  weeks  only,1n  spring,  that  is  to  say  to  close 
for  the  year  on  the  15th  July.    Leases  are  not  suitable  for  the  Magdalen  Sands  • 

Jotdlv"  nUThlir  •'  °°"'?   ''^^°""  '  ''  ''  "°*  P«««>»>le.    Lagoon  fis^Sg  shoutJ  b^ 
totally  prohibited;  men  and  packers  equally  lose  by  it.    The  fish  are  smaller  and 
infenor  and  different  from  those  taken  outside.     Outside  they  are  takerin  5  or  6 
It  ?rJIt*?'  f  ?  'M^^  lagoons  in  2  or  3  fathoms.  Fishermen  follow  up  the  fish  ?nto 
rior   wTtEVshoS;  fi?h?n  °*"  ^^  *"  '^^  y''",  '"^  *••«  ^*^°°°«'  "»*  tho'fish  are  infe. 
K;d«   A^,!t  H^^n  t    .K^  ^^^^°'  ^^y  "^  ''*«''«'  >'  ^«"l^  °ot  b°  necessary  in  those 
t^  Sf.   o   K   ^""^  u  ""■  *''''®®  *"■  °*°'"®  y*"*"*'  »°<*  fishermen  would  not  have  thereby 
to  suffer,  a  short  fishing  season  would  be  a  protection  to  the  packers  and  to  the 
fishermen.    Closing  ou  the  15th  Jnlv  for  thS  year  would  not^Sct  the  peonll 
(meaning  the  fishermen)  because  at  ttat  date  (I6th  July)  they  coSld  go  to  the  cSd- 
tSt  in^^^'  """  '''°gr,?«y  '^""•d  0"l7  h»ni  about  aJd  require  to  be  f^  and  rin 
In  o„«  2   ?vf  "'•"°'^,'  ^^\^^T  P'^P*""*  ^""^  codtishing  where  they  would  make  mora 
o"«  day  then  -  a  lobster  ^ctory  in  a  week.  You  can't  starve  Jno  of  them. 

packing  th^^'"  '    '''  ^'■'""'„^«'7'^''*?'«^^«''**'--    Has  been  interested  in  lobster 


i-s..-. 


y'eurs. 


TBian.r'  A*  1 .  ^5«  formerly  four  factories,  but  now  only  one  on  Entry 

Island.    At  present  employ  50  men  and  23  women,  with   1,200  traps,  and  will  thil 
year  put  up  800  cases.    It  now  takes  four  and  a  half  sea  lobsters  to  fi  I  a  onTpound 

lagoon  lobsters  were  about  equal  size.  Lobsters  are  now  becoming  rather  smaller 
andthisyear  hew.ll  put  up  only  about  three  fourths  of  his  u.ual  quantity  The 
wnSSVAn^^'^''"''  the  smaller  they  are.  As  regards  protection,  the  b^srsSestton 
S  tn  inti^A  P'"  f  *":'•!  f  '^^.  '*°  °P«°'  ^^'l  «»»"*  'J««'°  l«t  to  10th  July ;  reopen 
ilntHnlt'W"„'n'  ^''^?'^f  u'?^  •*.  "«  ^'^"J  *•»'«  ''o^ld  be  best  for  all  JonceZd. 
About  closing  final^  on  the  10th  July,  it  would  only  be  a  bother,  and  we  micht  as  well 
close  altogether.    Does  not  think  favorably  of  leafing  areas  for  the  ^rTsent     They 

^tiJX  T^°'  ^^}  **i?  ^'^^^'^^  «*'»«  ««  '°  *»>«  ««a-  It  would  bJ  a  good  law  to 
shut  off  the  lagoons  for  four  or  five  years. 

„,jnn!^-"f'^'""'"^?'';"  The  commission  could  not  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the 
W  Commln^'r';^  knowledge  of  the  Magdalen  Islands  and  their  fisheries  eThTbi  el 
Sm^anT  w  ^f  «*^«"'  commanding  the  Government  steamship  "  £a  Canadienne." 
^r^^t  fl  W*'^«»»«'"J'a«  good  enough  to  accompany  the  Commissioners  to  the  i^. 
torviews  they  had  on  shore  and  afforded  much  va*luable  and  courteous  assistance. 

ftXcrSioJ  to'c^STweT- °  '''''  '"  "^"^  '^  "^««^*«^  ''''  *^«  P°'°** 
1st.  Separate  regulations  for  the  Magdalens. 

for  S  .fLtZ^l^^'^T^A^  ^*.^'°5  f***^""'  '^  ™°''  arrangement  could  be  made 
Z  Magdalens  /  '"*  **"  *'^'°  *^'"  ^'^^^  "^"^^  anywhere  around 

3rd.  Totally  prohibit  lagoon  fishing. 

rlnV»^n  WoC  Y**®"".  *°**"y  inapplicable  to  the  Magdalen  Islands. 

JulyX  th^tt'rG^lr^S^  '''  """^^^^''»'  *°  °'°«^°S  *"  fi«^-«°°  t'^^  »6th 

<u>a)  Ifrf^'i??!!'"^'^"''."  ¥VS®  Magdalens  on  17th  August,  1887,  on  way  to  Pictou  to 
coal,  and  on  the  way  landed  Commissioners  Deacon  and  Davar,  at  Souris. 


i  l'}\ 
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the  fi«t^g"    ?JlS'lf/±;„?T''    ^?  P^*?'*  ">«    '*>'»*«••   fishery 

M  explained  in  Mr^GatiiJi  «i?L«^ '?^^''^^'''*^' "^  *"'^ 
faotoriSB,  one  of  wh7oh  is  closed  em^^^^^  1°.  P"***  f  9i  W""«««  owns  two 
at  126  p^rmonthandX  women  at  t???l/''  16  men  and  12  to  16  women,  the  men 
Has  beSnin  the  bSsinew  3  ye"™  fnd  finStLT«S"5°^  ^  abor$l  HOOthissea«,n. 
In  the  month  of  July  it  to&eg  7  JoSterT  fi  flit  t  ^  decreasing  in  the  past  2  years, 
of  August  ynlv  4i  IxiSSi  t»t-!  k  ^  ^')  *  o^o-poand  can,  but  from  Ist  to  20th 
weight*    L^'»S2r?  are  KSn^ 'ii^SS  ^''y'^y 

direction,  and  he  losed  dowHt*  oT  fai^toil  «nH  if  t  ^''^^  5»^«  ^^^^  another 
season  of  only  six  week«  hZ  wAnM  i?  *  '^^^  «°^  o^  Jan«.  As  regards  a  fishing 
iBg  a  8DggestTon  to  clo^^^^^^^^  "»*«  business  for  so  short  a  time.    Kegard- 

affectuaf  Say.  Is  ^eot^ly  o^p^LtTe^^^^  *''«*"  *^««i'y 

on  one  side  of  me,  and  26  i^les  on  thf^ffhS  r?  °°^.^  ^^^^f^  ^''•''°  *0  miles 
areas,  he  would  gvenpthe15n8?neL  Th«^  ^,;  .«  "quired  to  be  confined  within 
last,  from  Gaspi^Basin  up  to  NewCt  Th/5,^fn  "*"  °'°';?  ^l^^''^  *•>''»  y**'"  *»»" 
off  then  fish  tin  winter  rSeptem3oTit„i?^^  "'^^'^'^  ^•''«  J°'y  J^"o«'»«» 

but  in  his  case  it  would  'X^ti.  th^^^aSdsfhKrpb^:'  "°"  ""  °"'"^' 
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EVIDENCE  re  OYSTER  FISHERY. 

APPENDIX    No.    6. 

PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 

^  fi.5;^!X£w"'''A?^T  *'"  'i'^.^'^^f  ^""^  ^'''«"  ^OLtchery,  and  Fishery  Over- 
^ZZ,i  T  K^l"""-  Abundance  of  the  finest  oysters  were  formerly  found  all  over 
^^If  ^'  '*"'  T  °°''  ^I^''^  out  There  are  still  a  very  few  aboJt  Oyster  Point, 
head  of  Bedeque  Bay,  and  up  to  Wilmot  Bridge,  but  diffmnir  destroys  them     In 

mn7di.l°in\.''"'£?'  ^\^^''^'  '"^^  '^'  farmers%ould  noWnd  a  Zhibldon  of 
S^rXtttJ  fJ®"  manure  was  of  more  importance  to  the  A-ovince  than 
export  of  oysters,  on  the  prmciple  of  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number  PA 
conversatmn  ensued  in  wfcich  it  was  elicited  that  mud-digging  oZ  benSd  th^ 
£:;rrJr°i  wnhln  say  easy  distance  of  e8tuarie8,-but1t  Jas  stited  Smad  h^ 
been  conveyed  by  railway  to  Hunter  Kiver,  and  even  as  far  as  Tignish.l     In  plaoS 

ivi^LfnTS*  ^'?i  J!!!''  '^*'»  '^'\^''  ''^''^  °»'°»'«  *•>«  channels;  tffiay  be  smSl 

SZ  B^ln«?„M^t***K  ''^A^'^^  ^"^  °-^'**"  "**y  *"»  ««*  '°'  '^o™^  »'«.  but  none  ^ 
from  Bedeque  into  the  bands  of  exporters.    Mr.  Clarke  expressed  views  in  favor  ^ 

SSfn7K"^"  ^^  '"'""^  .°^^«*V  **y»*«'  "^J'^'  '"^t^^d  of  fehinrwirt,  tong-s    Yn  h?8 

Srti£fr^*'°.*7P'**'^  *'?»  *'^«  ^"^'»»"««  that  farmere  and  others  woaW 
gladly  take  leases  of  for  oyster  culture. 

hn«5n^«  ^^au'  ^'  ^^^^'  9^'^*^.  Shipper,  Summerside,  has  been  18  years  in  the 
ie  wZ;  v'P'  7"^  ^"""^^'y'  *"**  ^'•°'"  '»>«  qnantities  offered  can  get  all  the  supply 
?«frm^„7^''^/T°yT'^oT®*''°"'^'«i««l"®Bay.    Much  the^largest  qnanti? 

S.f  ZS  finn  °K  ^y-  5*^  ^J^^  •''''•"'«•  S«  bujs  from  the  tishefmen.^  TheX 
are  about  600  boats  and  1,000  men  fishing  at  Richmond  Bay,    Tb©  only  way 

frortS?*!^^?  PT'^"  .*''"r?"  "y''^'--  *"«»»»  oysters  shouts  be  tUwJ  ^l 
b3i  ovst^i  Intl  P*'°  of  «  b«avypenalty.  Pishemen  should  befined  for  landing 
«™ti  £?  ♦    '  P"«basers  would  not  agree  to  a  fine  for  '« having  in  possession."    No 

SHtLr^''^w°*''"i.'**'''''*  ''°  '*"<**<*  "  °°<*«'*  tl*"^*  inohes  ia  lenith  tSr  long  oVstora 
and  two  inches  m  diameter  for  round.  '^  ^  wy«»wra, 

Bath^nnTf'°^°°*T*®".°"**"t*'^^®**''"«°»'0°8  «o^J««t8  the  pos^iessor  to  a  fine. 
w2„lrf«^^  ''°"°''T**"*'"^t*'''°*«««*ber.  Due  protection  of  Richmond  Bay 
would  require  a  special  corps  of  Inspectors  and  specified  landing  places-sav  teb 
ter«?l^=  ,^'''T^\  Old  Stor'e,  Locke's  Sho^re.  Roger's  Cre^ekf  iSdian  5iv^? 
eiceotiTtrJ  hI^°M^' «'k  ^*  """^  fn:!^T'    ^'•^  Pre-ent  close  ,e^.on  is  satisfactory 

-^^i!?  w*  ^  *^*''  °^  opening.  Declares  there  are  very  few  oysters  shipped  and 
K^!!n„wT®'r'°i'?P'"'°°w*'  }"  t*"®  registration  of  oyster  boats.  R^mond 
f^TwoXlmm^'dlr-    ^-»-"0'°»'J-tto  the  leJng  of  private  areas,  in 

ih^  iJfff'in""^  ^'  ^^^^\0,vster-SMpper,  Summerside,  has  been  an  oyster  dealer  fyt 

wnn?d  h«  J  ^ri'  ^!f  ^''■"*  ^^^  «^"*«°°«  «^  ^'•'  J-^l"*  A-  Sharp  and  thinks  it 
would  be  better  to  go  back  to  the  old  fishing  time  of  Ist  September     Agrees  as  ta 

SaVfTralfoVTr"'"''*"'"^"'^^^^  "PP^°^««  «^  prohfblUngthe 

v«Rr»^'';a'^;o?'i^?'^*  <^y«/«^-^«?^.  summerside,  has  been  in  the  business  for  1« 
fitt  «r,H  ?  «***?«' .^ypro^'ons  witness  there  are  600  boats  and  1,000  men  at  Rtohmonu 
th/nrnlS"-  ^'r'TV^'*''«°PP'^<'''  fo''  «b'P™«°t.  Ho  quite  agrees  as  to 
in^Sf?  f  ^®  °"*^?  which  oyster,  should  be  considered  illegal,  namely  3i  inchea 

in  length  for  loQor  and   2  i»>«h«<-   .--  ^•••. * •<■-_  „.„    .      .''',.,     .^"2'"'''"™ 

nvat«r  aK«nM'K- I     J   .      5..._n«,  „^  u.^uiotot   iur  round.    Agrees  likewise  ihat  no 
oyster  should  be  landed  except  at  specified  landing  places,  thi  places  named  in  Mr. 
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would  alHO  be  OHofal  in  tho  cC  Heason     Thl     .      ""'^'"*''  "^  '""«'''  °y"««».  ^hev 
aatisfactory.    Large  oachoiuo  Tndeo;  tL     '''•''  T"""  *5  "*'•»  September  i 

Thinks  well  of  registration  of  ovster-b^i    nT/f??i,^*'*  'T.''  """"^  *°  *•»»  «»«''• 

for2?;S:JroX^iS?7CS'B^d1f^^^^^^  HarbS^^'a^bfppor  of  oysters 
think  it  better  to  have rcKLon  frim  ?S.^  according  to  hiHoxporionce  ho  would 
at  uU  approve  of  leasins  areas  a«TL„?H  •"*•  '^°''®  *°  .'"*  September.  Does  not 
to  leasing  exi8tinrbedforTankJri«f^'^®  ?  monopoly.  This  remark  applies 
ot  lK)th.  *  Half  an  acre  is  a  W«  «n£.Tf^^°''  P"""!'^  .""i'"'"''-  ^«  ^«»'d  disappVovo 
Squirrel  Creek-fhS  ground  is  fo^  fn  T}f^  ^'t  ^"^  ^''^''"^  *«  '°«»«'«'o  »t 

JBlund.  Twelve  Point  K?nrr«fi,o^°  '"**^'*"    T**®'®  '"•0  bo'l^  up  to  Hoif 

mad.diggrnX^rt'h^uJt1t'<^J^^^^^^^^ 

addition  to  thCrcesied^feoJste"^^^^^^  "«'  K«od   sites.     In 

Richard's  VVharf  and  EnXnd'8  sSl    L?  ^^^'"""i  ^'^""^l  ^"'^  °f  ^^^^   »2  Road, 
arolOOacroHofbeds.    ^  '*^'  """^  especially  at  the  Narrows  where  thor^ 

Mr.  jMoNeill,   Grand  River    Lnf  \±    r>    n    a  ?.. 
posal  to  make  all  oysters  undir  J, -nnhJ-'   i      ?:  ^fW'"*'  approves  of  the  pro- 
onGrandKivorihTsnrfnJ  h!uH-   ^®*  °  '®"Sth    illegal.      Were  30  muddiggers 

beds  are  df.tant  from^'the^det'  IS^  '^"  Ua^Z  '"^"h"""'  *'''^'''  **«««"-  ^»'«^'-^ 
ooDld  watch  both  the  ChaJunHfi-l*^     I    °?'table  wardens  are  wanted,-ono  man 

he  would  r-fer  frSm'itfPjl^^^^^^  EVaf n"""  ^  ^t?  ^'"^«  '^'^'^ 

''""C  'h  V  n"*"^"*^  ".cas  could  be  l^at;  fi  etiow  t^.^'^"*""  ''  '''' 

y^^r^'f^iJsI^^flTl^'^^^^^^^^  ?-  "-^"^  S  business  ,0 

Oysters  of  3  inches  8houVSemarktLhrr''ffl^-°^^         '^"'"^^  ^^^  "^^^et 
wanted,  and  he  agrees  with  a  nr^Sa      l®'     ^  «°fficiency  of  oyster  inspectors  are 

specified  and  oystfrs  not  ilowedT  be  Sd'V^f  '"Ir  '"-^dicgs  Should    be 
stand  the  present  clofie  sea  0^11  do    bnfff  f™^  i    "^.  ''*'**''  P'*^^'      ^«  ""'"era 

[obHc fishiS,  -.^-^^-L-z'zz:^  hXV^rn^Bd 

know?;h?oX.?ra3r"isftlU^T''^  -^umm^^.-rf.,  in  the  business  and 

'^^Tri^.;rs^^/^  b?tSn!-«^''-  ^^^-  ^-'^^^  '•» 

describ'dthroyste?tlSt?disK"T£l''"r'  «"""'?  ^''«"'^-  ^••-  ^baw 
one  between  Shaw's  Wharf  LdwistRLrR-M/  *'?J°"  ^iny^^l  live  beds,  namely 
and  north  side  of  Clyde  Si?er  thfrd  W  Prf ^if'  ^^^  ''*^"'^  •'"^*'*"»  ^^aw's  Wharf 
monlhofthecreek-anexP«llAf     I       ^r       u^',^''^^^^  mile  in  the 

and  CrosbA'cr::t:     MudS?«g^^^^^^^^  •''«'"«.''"  ^°^^^  ^^'^^^ 

the  beds,  and  small  lots  should  Kfd  off  «n^  prevented,  as  it  is  rapidly  exhausting 

10  chain;  frontage  of  firms  to  cen^^^^^^^^^^  P"^'^!^  «"'^»".  «ay  thf 

the  river.  ^  ^®°*'®  °*^  chinncl.     The  oyster  beds  run  right  across^ 
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ti,«^";7l?i  ^"''''^'  ^^^**''y  ^^'''^«'*'  ^'*<i*an  River,  Lot  18  on  Richimnd  Ban  P.B  I. 
The  oyster  beds  are  pretty  regularly  scattered  all  over  Biohmond  Bay  Irom  Slf .  Pdnt 

iL£Tff!l*'P'^"' •   ''"*^''  after  leaving  the  shores,  nay  a  half  mfle  or  mo  i^     The 

i^ile  f«  r«!r'~'°T  "^  '*■■«**'  i5'*°"«'''  *•'  •"»  P'o^'^Wy  10  acres,  Hcme  on;  acre! 
while  the  greater  number  may  not  be  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  acre  in  area. 

that  S'l«  ttT''*""  '"■'*"''  ^n  ^''i"  ^^'-^  *'  oJpe  Malpeque  it  is  iSfJto  assume 
that  half  the  bottom  is  oyster  bed.  Regarding  the  quality  of  ovsters  ihev  ara  ail 
good,  bat  the  ones  taken  near  Curtain  iSland  swm  to  S  prffon^e  o7ac<Sun^^^ 

iofnt^  Th«nt-?^  °*'*''  *''•'  "PPwpartof  the  Bay  are  larger  and  thinner  at  the 
EK  Po^St  ffi  r/"."°'^  P'A"*'^"'  ^**r°  *°^'"^«  »h«  I^t  16  shore  than  up  near 
fli  «l  .r  *'  **"*  T.  *°  ''}'"8?-  ■'^°~  °°^  *•>'«''  *»»»'  mud-digging  in  any  way  injures 
tmlZ"'  '^  "."i'*  ^"'y  d»«,^h«>-e  the  water  is  the  shSloSest  and  on  thTtop 
or  middle  part  of  the  raised  beds  where  seldom  any  oysters  are  found.  One  chancJ 
thert  0.tn?«''*  'h''  '^  P'"°'«S*r  °'  *"«  oysters^isi  extend  the  clo«e  seaeoS  S 
loother  ?s  tot f  ^  '''.'T.  °"  ^;'''"«  '"  '^"^  «Pr'"K'  f<"-  «Portation,  at  least.  And 
wA^r-h  Z  ^  ^  '**u°'«'''  T""*?®"  appointed  whoso  duty  would  bo  to  guard  and 
SSi-S  J'°Ml*'?*^^  south  side  of  fochmond  Bay  during  the  close  soafon;   and 

n  leSLth  to  haL'^.hiT  °°  °y'\r\*?  ^  "•"^'^^  «'•  *"'°d'^  '«««  than  three  inches 
\n  length,  to  have  the  law  eoually  binding  on  the  buyer,  seller  or  fishermen 

tWsteTLT^  V^r  ''^"'d.  h/think9.i  sufficient,  o^r  at  leaJt  help  ^  protec't 
buveT  H.Al^'*^-.'''  '^"fPtfblo  to  the  majority  of  people,  both  fishermen  and 
pr.SV«5*^-  *^  \'  ^T"'*«»l  f'*'*^  't  "  *•>«  intention  to  lease  the  oystor  beds  to  a 
tZ^^thir  '"dividuuls,  but  8uohacoar.owill  bo  very  unsatisfactory,  so  much  so, 
that  there  18  no  opposition  that  can  bo  shown  to  it  but  will  be  given.  Would  not 
under  any  circumBtances  recommend  such  a  scheme  ' 

Lot  m      pfr- A;  ^*"'^^I  ^'l^  ^'''H"  (''•'^  ''<^»*  «*  Richmond  Bay).  Hamilton, 
tllllLrT-    k  •"  "•^*'"'^  \l  ""*  *'''^*°'  °f '•>«  '>"^«  '°  Richmond  Bay,  fishermen  that 
have  been  in  the  business  10  or  12  years,  say  that  fully  half  tho  bay  is  oyster  beds 
and  witness  is  sure  it  must  bo  tho  case,  for  the  boats  are  scattered  all  ovo"!^  it  ' 

»in„.\.      regard  to  , be  quality,  they  catch  as  large  oystersnow  a.s   thoy  did  in  pro- 
Wkh  JTIrH  ./.k"  >-*  owing  t»  new  places  that  have  not  been  raked  for  some  time. 
whith«/ff  i?  *^°  beds  overfished,  there  are  some  bods  that  are  gone  in  tho  centre 
whether  it  is  from  overfishing  or  other  causes,  can't  say.    As  far  is  mud  diKKine  is 

TnoZH  It  °°*  'a'^T  *^®  "'^t**''''  *^  *  g''*'^*  ""'"'>»'■  of  tb«  beds  there  is  Mttle 
or  no  mud  on  them,  and  also  a  number  that  tho  fishermen  call  "  sand  beds" 

ac.:=.  ^*'^^.,.*°^*^^  *''**^®  Sanson,  if  it  was  extended  to  Ist  of  October,  it  would 
satisfy  most  of  the  fishermen.  When  September  is  fine,  the  market  is  glutted  and 
sTte  hat^'Ji;  Ji'"'' ''  *  '^''  *"  the  fishermen,  as  well  a^  to  the  shipper^  May  also 
!2  Li  i  K  ®'"°!!°  u  ""^  opposed  to  having  the  bay  or  beds  sold  or  leased.  Can't 
bSiners  Mi^ir^i**  bo  sold  or  leased  to  satisfy  the  fishermen  that  are  in  the 
a!^L  -^?'4k  ^^i^^y  hundreds  of  men  are  depending  on  the  oysters  for  tho  mainton- 
fi^rvwhh?K'\''l^*°**•^*r"*^*\''°°S'^  <'^«i''°g  winter.  "^Comparing  the  oystor 
?ne  hTlf  Nil'  \t'^''  '"^A^r  '^^f  *'■  ^^^^°«  •«  «*'^  t°  1»*^«  f''"««  «hort  about 
.T«fi  k  T'     *''®  *^  *  d'fference  between  tho  two-tho  oyster  is  slatiooary.  so 

the  fishermen  have  to  go  to  him  to  fish,  whereas  the  lobster  hL  a  tendency  to  go  to 
the  fishermen's  bait  so  tho  lobster  is  the  most  likely  to  be  destroyed  first.^  ^ 
a«  to  tL  ntl/"  \l-^'''*li  ^'l!^^  Wardm,  Egmont  Bay,  Prince  County,  stated  that 
™„oK  1  r^'*^':i.^''^','?>''.  ^'Strict,  there  are  many  at  Eamore  River;  thoy  are 
Sm«  r^H^f  T\  T^  ^'^^'"«.'  ^°  ^^'•°'^'*1  ^''«''  t^«y  ^f«  "ot.  Still,  thcrJ  are 
M^oTtllttitu^^K^J*'''"!  fino  oysters  on  them,  these  being  in  d;op  water! 
Sd«  „o„H  U I  '«>?  Yl  ^''^  ^"""^^  ^^^  *^«  '■°«"°S  O"*  t»'«'°  *«»  ^i°t«r.  Believe  these 
KiL  1-  ^  '''^®"^  *^°'?"  **^'''  ^  ^«®*»  a^'d  woald  «oon  be  as  good  us  ever. 
l,t!  n''T''®°^'*®"*''l™*'**'^  ^S'*'*'  many  people  think.  Almost  every 
m^nf  .T  Bchoonor  comes  from  Richibucto  and  gets  her  load  in  a  few  days ;  four 
men  of  themselves  do  the  fishing ;  they  do  not  hu|  anr.  M«nv  of  on-  o^^ '  Iter 
Jishemen  have  moved  from  the  place,  and  the  beds  are  not  half  raked.    The  Porci. 
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te  ^tJ^^r "' ''•  »'-°"^-  wires  .Ts-^i  ^:f irf^ 

fall.     Thinks  thevoJffht  not  1'  JJ  5-/V7' ^^J*''J^'*«  navigation  oloses  in  the 

Bon't  think  it  wonH  h!'fa-    •!     *™ '"?"y  depending  on  oyster-fishing  for  a  livinir 
Hopes  fiuch^measnre  SdLfnals    I^^^  ^0.°^  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  lessees. 

remedy  thi8TvnTMf.,i^^'**'"'\^°'*^^P^  there  will  be  sSmething  done  to 

Valley  bfanch  aboat  ?n7mtlo  ^nd  a  hXlTn^f  '"'^'°'"'  ,q«al|ty  good.    Cherry 

ieet;  quality  ^o^d  Cor^i^elbat  s^a  melr^^^  an  average  breadth  of  aboat  fifty 

j„      »-i-jr_s^euent,  si^emedmtn.    Pownai  Bay  is  two  miles  froin 
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oS^SuV'^tj'Xhf^^^^^  breadth,  about  fifty;  ni.o  of 

ditroyed  l^ymld&S^^  They  have  not  boon 

.reabo"/4royLrrdrnbil'fei^^^^^^  There 

parUv  dead.  cpJer  from  6.O0S  to  2S  &  sqlar'e  feet  Mi  a^d'  t"he  t'''  Tl'  '"' 
fished  upon.  V  8.,  Johnston's  Rive"  b^  ram-Tdrr  kV?  t  '  *."°  t^e  five  which  are 
Webster^bed.  cover  frZ?o7oo7to  40  0^0  sau^^^^^^  1'°'*  «"d 

well  worthy  of  protection  fVom  mnd  diiJ^n^^L  ♦!  .'  *°*l  ^°  "J'  opinion  are 
quantity  and  va?ue  ThS  lS8?ola«.5fol^«V!  ^^  T***"  I*"*  improving  in  quality. 
Ix  toefght  inches  loniandToml"^^^^^^^  would  LfroS 

mente  with  regard  to  tie  close  seasr^eVrtabTe  ^  **""  ^'*'''"'  ''"'""^^ 

smaller  oneiin  his  diSt  The  S«i"«l  ^tn  "  P.'"'"*"?'*'  b^dsand  two  or  three 
the  Orwell  River,  is  peSaps  two  hSred  fo«tt.  flf/''^  T  "'^.'^  ^'^''^'  «'*"«ted  in 
in  dimensions  is  in  \Cno?Rfv7r  i?°8  not^o  m^^^^  "^^  '^'  ^'^^  """^  "*'** 

five  feet  by  thirty  feet.    Thf  sTallLt  of  thXee  is  t^^^^^^  Pft'^Pfi  h^!,^"*^- 

siderably  and  is  on  the  main  HaH  «/...i,ot^=  L*     vT  \  Kiver.  It  is  fished  con- 

beds,  ariund  China  PoinTwharfanTa^^^^^^^^^  ^<^  twenty  feet.  There  are  smaller 
extent.  Pownal  beds  IJe  ^ot"  n  m^^TsS?  Theyre  fntv'Lr  ""'  ^^'-'^  ^"  ^^^ 
as  Orwell  and  Seal  Biver  beds    ^e  ovHf«r«  ."in  ^  .1      ^  f  '"S®  *"»«*  important 

not  fished  so  incessanS?  tW  ;o«ld  inTease  irsi^li'^r^  ^^'^''°"'  «'^«-     ^ 

en  arged  and  imnroved  MnH  HiZin^ T!  V  •  .  °  ?°**  *^®  '^^^^  ^^^h  cave  might  be 
the  bids  dug  rXhave  K  S  f  eaS     °°V°'«''f«™  with  them  as  tho  oysSrs  in 


fit 
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APPENDIX    No.    6. 


NBW-BKU^SWICK. 

Messrs.  J.  W.  &  J.  Andjrson,  packers  of  Lobsters  and  Oysters,  Church  Point 
County  of  Northumberland,  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  commuDicaled  with  the 
CommiSBioners,  in  writing,  a«  follows: -Wo  have  been  roquested  to  w."te  Voii  and 
give  our  opinion  aboat  the  lobster  fishery.  To  make  a  lo^ng  «tory  sho,  wo^  bolltJe 
TJttf'Z^ni  t^'i  °K*'  *"f  '^  something  is  not  done  to  stop  ;ho  tishing  foj 
a  term  of  years  they  will  be  exterminated  altogether.  Wo  have  boon  in  the 
business  now  about  eight  years  and  our  ex,,  .lonce  is  that  the  catch  has  fallen  off 
in  each  year  fully  ono-half,   and   we  feel  satisfied  that  it  will   only  take  about 

w/T''h*V*'''  «"™V"**'  "tfi«'»»"g'  to  clean  them  oat  altogether ;  fof  our  part  we 
have  closed  down  our  factories  for  good.  "ur  |i»ii  w« 

Another  matter  we  would  wish  to  bring  before  you  is  the  oyster  lishicff  near 
here.  There  is  a  river  called  the  Tabusintac  in  which  there  isTiarire  aua.ftitv  of 
aLM'^''***"''t.^  soft,  they  are  not  fit  to  ship,  as  they 3 'not  Snd 
handling  they  are  caught  near  the  head  of  the  tide,  or  where  the  water  is  nearly 

ff^^n'h!'""^  *"°°°?V  *°!;  *^  «•?«"  •'*•"«  «°"-    -Now  what  we  would  Tk  is  thStthJ 
river  be  made  special  and  the  time  for  fishing  commence  the  first  of  Seutembe? 

»n!il'  mM'^-  ^^l*"-  ^^'^  ^y«*®"  '^^  ^«^y  ^«*  ^o*-  ««°°i°«  purposes,  if  taken  d^wn 
and  bedded  m  ihe  salt  water  for  a  time,  but  the  regulation  as  it  sands  now  Z° 
hibits  fishing  untrl  after  the  15th,  which  makes  the^season  very  short.  S  ^the 
water  gets  cold  and  the  inhabitants  have  to  stop  fishing,  as  in  the  second  bedding 
the  oyster  has  to  be  a^l  picked  by  hand  owing^o  the  softness  of  the  shell,  and  h! 
water  getting  very  cold  in  October  the  business  has  to  be  stopped.  We  have  tr  ed 
the  business  for  the  last  two  falls,  and  we  feel  satisfied  that  if"  we  could  commence 
i?«if  hi'n  w^Tf  *^''  ''"."^"'l.  "'"^  ^^^  ^"«'°«««  successful,  which  would  be  a 
work  Jt  tL««''"-^*°P°r''''''>*  *>'  P''*''^  P«°P'«o^  t'^^  district  who  fish  and 
Sd^L  r«  "r°^°l^'?r'*"'^\''^®«y«*«'''''^'-«'«y»°«  there  rottonin^r  in  the 
Zn'nf  i  °''  ^'I'r^'i*  will  never  be  of  any  use,  we  cannot  see  why  our  requwt 
cannot  be  granted.  Any  of  the  wardens  or  overseers  of  the  district  will  certiTv 
that  our  statements  aie  correct.  cermy 

^^h^r2n°^^t!'ri'''^y'i''^^'^'!^  interested  in  oyster 

?f«  lo!,i  •  ^  ^^""u  ^^'  "°i  ^"^"^  *  "*^'PP«'''  ^"t  oysters  have  passed  through 
Sffiinf 'fK*'''^''^??'!«T"^-  .^^«*«''«'*'«  decreasing  in  quantity,~partly  att??- 
butable  to  the  quantity  fished  through  the  ice.     [Out  a  hole  4  feet  by  2  feet  through 

would  find'^hon^A^r^KT^'*^  1°1  ^"^^^  *^*'  ^°^  •«  '"^^'^  then  cut  another.-thfy 
would  find  about  a  bushel  in  a  hole,-average  work   would  be  four  holes  a  day  at  2 

[rroi^h/vf'~^^?^/°'  them  by  axe,  saw  and  «' slice."!  The  oysters  thjy  get 
sfSn  Hnffr"^'"*^  *''^[?'*'''^*"'*  kept  until  they  get  market  for  them  a 
«;i.  '?  V''u'.^'*°°^"*°'*  Montreal,  to  which  places  they  are  sent,  marked 
l^.'*!'^-  ,n^u  l^'«,opi°io°  winter  fishing  is  destruotfve,  for  every  bushel  of  ovstera 
C^f  *^  10  bushels  of  shells  are  left  on  the  beds,  'in  Oocagne  Bay  andSr 
S  hninn?  ''^'"''  '^  *"/  ^  I'^T^  "^i^^l^^  ^y^t^'"  g^o«°ds.  These  bells  are  in  the  shape 
ii  1 1  •  •°'??  °^  ^^'^^  '*'*°''  ^'^^  «"^*««  ^t  low  water.  Formerly  1,500  barrels 
r«I  ^^^^u""  ^°°"S"?  ^.^^^  "^'^  ^^^  t*>  300.  A  man  would  take  8  to  12  brlstTn  a 
season.  The  nearest  beds  to  the  shore  are  within  100  yards.-depth  of  water  2  feet. 
The  deepest  of  the  beos  is  only  6  feet  at  low  water  and  10  feet  at  high  water  The 
farthest  bed  discovered  is  about  Jth  of  a  mile  inside  of  the  Two  Po  fts,  be  ng  io  10 
feet  low  and  13  feet  at  high  water.  [Eustace  Martin  the  present  witnes^  d  scov'ored 
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*^\  ^^V^  ^^^  lurtfOHt  bed  in  CoraeBo  Bay 
will  be  found  by  drawing  a  lino  from   Kimta, 


b^ed  of  4  mile«  extent,  wiZS  uvera«e  wlJtSii  clln  Jol  il:'  ''^'h'^'"  '-I  u"  "'•"'^  ^^•'^'«" 
12  muddigging  machinoH  on  the  Hv?r.  Good  oylr"  would  ^4  inoJ«r"  ^r"  '?  °'' 
round  oyHiers.    In  one  barrel  oncthird  of  2*  and  ^a  1,T  / '""hos  ,n  diameter, 

»in.»nm  «i.e  should  not  bo  .e«H  than  fht'trbli  diam^tr""  """  '""^'"'-    ^'^'» 

i^^o^/fe  SS .  ';"i:  'raddTorVtt'-'-'^'Tr.^'-  ^™  o^ 

oystern,  hoth  winter  and  Bumtner  and  in  nnrm  Jr. i  ?''''"' ''^.  ^"^'^'"'  '^'^'''"*-''  ^^hes 
tember.  and  fishc.  all  over  ?ho  Bay  of  ZZX  Th?  J°H^  "*^t  "'''""  ^^''^  ^'^ 
from  26   nquaro  foot  to   5   or    "  acres  oarSn  .  '**'.t '",''*^  aro  scattered 

toucho  Rivt  ,■  iH  a  Bolid  ovHtor  bed  hnt  t h«  i  ^-^  T""!"  '•'^"  "^  "''"''"«'  «'  Buo- 
river  from  below  the  chane  ^h  whnlll  h  ,  ^'^""fl^  ^'^  ^°  ^^^  "»'•"'  -^i-^o  of  tho 
rakiPK,  not  tonl  in  Ts  oointn  '^rlin  "?^''*  ^^  maddig^i.g.  Ho  flsh.H  by 
oyster;  are  found  even  3?  fee?off  ?he  whirf  Til^'T:.  ^''^\  [<'^plaincd  why  d, 
hard  mud  and  dead  oyster  8ho  Is  ThJa  f«  i'un^'r''''^^*''"  ""^  ''"^  ^"^  *«  "'o^tly 
the  boy  for  private  oyster  culture  Th^.^n'^^  h-  ^  °^  '■°°™  f^"''^'  ^^"^  outerodgo  of 
being  Htrong^ero  tl.e^/ediment  «et  afloat  bvVhK-"  ""'  -^^  ''''''''  '"^"'■^-  ^ide 
fiolid  subbtance  of  oysteTromoved  fmm  Lh  k  '^T'"-'"  ™'"""  hurtful  than  the 
couple  of  miles  beforJ  t Tub  iZ  Thfro^s  no  lora^  I  '^^l'",^-  ^^°^'■"^"'  ^"'  A""^  * 
won't  grow  on  old  .hellB  covered  wit^JfJl  i?!  .*'"'"'!?"  *'  ^o  digging-gpat 
whether  mud-digging  or  oXii8^th«?XrK'""«!-    «"«««"^«  '    Being  asted 

1200  accounts  for  it.     rMemo  5  )  bii  Tlf       l^'  .^-^i*^*"^'^  "«*'  ^^  '"'Is  at  »4. 
would  account  for  th  si '"There  are    0  to  ?t  P°'',^^"«''  »200,  for  tho  winter's  work, 

Honorable  Robebt  Youno    CaraauS   Lul'^'f^^''  '''''^''^  ^"  *^«  ^''^X- 
were  adopted  by  the  Gove^nmont  At  2?«  1'  ^^»«^«»  the   present  oyster  regulationB 
bottom  of  Caraq^uerBarispaTeSwtho^^^^^^^^^  fi  ^  T T*°^  '^''  '^'  ^hole 

say  250  canoes,  with  500  men  ^ch  ma7f„  th«  hi  •'  ^^'^^'^  «"'y  ^y  local  (inhermen, 
6  barrels  per  canoo.  orsayTn^hTwhSe  se^oS  loSShL"^  f  the  season  taking  5  t^ 
schooners  at  60  cents  per^Kl  X  SSuet  ol^^^  ^^'^  ''^'^'''  '*'"«  '°^^  *° 
the  English  "  native  "  a  round  orator  A  .f^^u^u'''^ '"  *^®  "^"'■««t  approach  to 
only  2  feet  at  loTwator  f?om  that  to  fo  *f,^«P)V\''' ^^ '^^  °"  ««™«  <*  the  bed* 
should  not  bo  less  than  2  iSs  dLmeter  for  rn.L ^*  "^  They  are  small.  Tho  size 
consider  Caraquet  Bay  importrnteu^ulh  for  ^  inches  for  long.    Would 

is  no  mud  digging.     'Wo^fd  Svor  t^e  living  off  ?heK  -'^^-''^ 

ing  these  divisions  alternately  Pavm-«  flrA,«  L-^  .  ^  i^^r°  t^o.^^i^'sions  and  fish- 
of  existing  beds,  existinrbeds*  should  bo  reZ^Hf^  ^T'^  for  private  culture  outside 
mud  suitable  for'  oys  or  fulture  Th2  markeTIs  moi W  •  ^^?"-  ^'^^  ^'^'^"^ '« »>»«» 
Kingston,  Ottawa,  alfoHaS.    ''^^  "^^'^'^^t '«  n»08"y  >«  the  west,  say  Montreal, 

part?fCar?aSRrO  i:^!^!^^  Particulars  of  an  utton^pt  to  plant  oysters  in  a 

J?  soMouK  lfn7b,acl  m^f  "^artJordr ''•"''  ''''.  t^"^'^  ^'«-  pKd  b  fng" 
except  ng  in  very  dlenwatrr  in  wrfh^/""^" '"  ^.°°*^  ^^^^^  »'ong  the  ba#, 

notlL.^Onrh7soath^Tdeofthoctnn:  S  """l'^  .«^^'-«  ^'» 

lss^Twrm^r;iStr5jtS 

worth^if  handplltll  to^Xr^rV^^^^  ^S/Jl>±  So^.^^^J^i  -^-^^^P^' 
.ere  ..bed  as  now.     These  were  largo  oysters  then;Vut"Thoy\ave'norb7comrtS 
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«mall  fjr  Hhippininr  from  ovorflshing,  and  from  continaanoo  of  overflHhinif  thoy  oro 
beooming  nmaller  and  Hmaller.  In  former  duyn  tho  buy  produced  16,000  barrels 
»)at  perhaps  there  wore  more  men  and  canooi  then  thun  now.  Formerly  u  canoe 
oould  take  Ift  barrels  a  day.  Many  Hmail  oyHtern  arc  destroyed  in  the  boats  and  on 
toe  loe. 

Mr.  Cormier  ia  strongly  of  opinion  that  no  oyster  ander  2  full  inches  diameter  of 
shell  Hhould  be  permitted  to  bo  taken,  2  inches  nhoald  bathe  very  minimum  siEe. 

When  the  a«hing  is  over,  late  in  the  fall,  the  supply  is  practically  extinct  and 
next  crop  lb  merely  those  that  have  grown  to  Mize  during  the  winter.  If  fii-hing  for 
one  year  from  the  16lh  September  wore  htoppod,  there  would  be  abundance  of  Hmall 
oysters  next  year,  and  in  sections  that  have  been  overlooked  and  not  fished  for  a  year 
•re  at  ndant  in  fine  large  oysters.  Mr.  Cormier  would  favor  dividing  the  bay  into 
two  sectionH  and  fishing  them  alternately,  thus  there  would  always  be  a  sunnlv  of 
full  sized  oysterrt.  i  r  /     » 

Mb.  James  0.0.  Blackball,  Collector  of  Cu$toms,  Caraquet  has  bought  oysters 
lor  d6  yearn  oft  the  Caraquet  beds.  Oysters  on  these  beds  are  proverbially  small  •  a 
medium  sizo  in  fwrmor  years  would  be  about  double  the  size  of  those  now  Bought 
acme  last  fall  which  were  hand-picked  and  three  times  tho  sizo  of  the  specimen  on  the 
table  (specimen  was  3  inches.)  Door  not  know  how  many  bushels  of  small  it  takes 
to  make  a  bushel  of  marketable.  There  muHt  have  been  moro  thar  4,000  C«  000) 
barrels  taken  last  season.  Uave  no  official  record  of  export ;  there  would  be  12  or- 
is vespels  loaded,  all  to  Quebec  and  Montreal.  In  addition  it  won  Id  take  600  to  800 
barrels,  all  told,  for  local  sale.  Ten  years  ago  was  a  blank  fishing  year,  oysters  beinir 
so  small  that  the  schooners  would  not  come  for  thom  for  about  three  years.  Then 
the  oysters  grew  larger  and  the  schooners  came  again  in  about  throe  years.  Thinks 
tie  has  heardof  a  few  barrels  of  Caraquet  oysters  having  been  shipped  to  England 
lor  seed.  Wonid  recommend  that  the  bay  be  divided  in  two  halves  and  fish  them 
alternately ;  considers  there  are  2  square  miles  of  live  oyster  beds,  in  fact  a  pavement. 

(Iwo  of  the  Oommissioners  who  are  oyster  eaters  tested  the  quality  and  pro- 
nonnced  them  of  better  flavor  and  salted  than  the  oysters  of  Bay  du  Vin.) 

Mb.  Sawyer,  of  Michibucto,  is  acquainted  with  tho  New  Brunswick  oyster  trade. 
ae  considers  DO  change  is  wanted  in  the  present  season,  1st  June  to  16th  September. 
Oysters  should  not  be  allowed  to  be  fished  in  winter. 

(MiMOBANDUM.— In  a  report  by  Fishery  Warden  MoLauohlan  in  1866,  the  catch 
01  that  year  was  set  down  at  onlv  3,600  barrels,  and  oysters  even  then  were  irrowinir 
gradually  smaller.    This  differs  from  Overseer  Cormier's  statement  that  thirty  years 

?nSnn^u®'®  T'®  '°°'  **™^''  ^'^^^  ***"«'»  (16.000)  and  Hon.  Mr.  Young's  estimate  of 
1U,UUU  barrels  on  an  average  annually  for  the  past  four  years.) 

29tb  July,  1887,  at  BicMbucto,  County  of  Kent,  RB.,  Mr.  Lazabi  Guimond,  Lobster- 
packer  andOyater  shipper  gave  some  information  on  oysters.  Oyster  beds  commenoe 
M  ^oucliibouguao  and  continue  throti  miles  up  river.  Oysters  are  still  fished  there. 
iJottom  18  blue  clay ;  beds  are  mostly  from  half  an  acre  to  an  acre  in  extent.  The 
moat  productive  beds  would  be  abont  two  feet  in  height,  where  much  higher  than 

r  ii5  u^^**®'*,!'  ?!".?^-  I^^  ^y**^''*  *"■«  ^0°^  'Q  8^aP«.  but  small ;  quaUty  poor, 
foalled  "case  knife").  There  are  about  twenty  acres  in  all  existing  fiede.  Rivw 
flows  into  bay ;  water  comparatively  fresh.  Would  think  that  oysters  under  3  inohee 
Should  be  prohibited.  Would  prohibit  winter  fishermen  from  throwing  the  small 
oysters  on  the  ice  (where  they  are  frozen)  ;  he  considers  that  three  barrels  are  des- 
troyed  for  every  barrel  marketed.  Would  recommend  setting  apart  areas  for  mud 
digmng  and  keep  them  from  off  the  live  beds.  There  are  only  4  mudding  machines 
on  the  St.  Louis  Biver.  b  •« 

me  Commissioners  were  desirous  of  an  interview  with  Mr.  Bobert  Noble  and 
*lr.  Benry  O'Lsarv,  but  both  were  absent.) 

At  CAa^Aam,  JV..B,,  the  Commission  chartered  steamship  «'Mirami«hi"  to  oro» 
Med  to  Bscuminao.  Beached  Bay  du  Vin,  County  of  Northumberland,  Johk  0» 
WILMS  gave  evidence  of  oysters  in  Bay  du  Vin  and  its  rivers. 
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:i'!  yon,.  «V  tl.0,0  a?o  ««  man  'o     -o   ' ut^bL  »  '^■JT'"Tl:    P""'"'"''   ^"*^ 
wilbia    Iho   In.t    four   voars    nn,   m,,  h    :  i     i    .  **    ""^'    ^"h   "»""-   •'Nr-'ci-'Hv 

-unty.     The  <,y,to"  aJ^t'lt "r.^  1  ^'dl  ,  ^'t'cJi.^V'^  'V'"  ^  '  "•'•^'- 
and  by  rail  t„  vuih.un  rui.,kot.s  f  V    <  •  ""«t-l,.to  (inoboo,  Trucitdio,  (Jh-hom,  r, 

bod  whoro  Hid«  or  koci  lav.)   'Ih  ri-t   ",  •  ,J  'r     U"^'" 7(  <•"  an  (.yHtei  l.o.J  w.,ulu  ii  j,i,o 

p.M.plo  would  utko-«,.oa«  o,.  lo.m<  .o    .  ^.o    ca  ,;'„  ir;!/''''  ?/'>•  »  ""'^•^     'ihir.lc. 

in.m  comi,,..     A  .ii,,a  ,.x  .1  i.  c.,u"  J     bu.t^  w..r,  d  not    L   "'•  ,'"    '.'"'    '''■"'"• 

Mvo,  it   It  provoiaoi   tho.o  neopio  "     vLo  (.Lid    m  ?.  ■     '  ^•«"^"''"-'d   '.IT'.". 

thoy  aro  m  the  .i-  .-r,  ..o-  on  ll.o  l,,,.  "''  '""^'    "**  '''  ™"<J-^<'^'Ku^ 

t'-l.  «.o.tly  ,0  .c;„.onorH,  '."l  -5,^00  bv, Til  w^"'  ""'-'  ."""  "'*'" 
and  ho  «otH  70  centn  a./d  H)  o.l  r  .>.^«n J  \7e  ;'d/r"i  'l  V' '' ••'•^■'' 
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not  do  mu,  h  barn,  di,a'.4  dor.'t  w-.ric'^nn  Lv  il  Tfhn.  '">-'•  ^'l.'/'^'^  ^'''  ^  •'"'•« 
lou.mi,  a,.u.,  ii  .voui.i  viop-nd  on  «l  ouTea  cd  o  w^.i  ""  ''T''  ^^"^  '«N-eL  to 
to  local  parties,  ^mall  aivL  would  d'  '  ^""''^  ''""'  '^^""""^  »"  »'"  ^'""fi'.t.d 

qnali!i'^rip;^t:;;"n:a':!;t;' ;;rr!^  oyster.  fVom  various  bods  w... ,  ,„. 

cin.u,.fr.     ill   rn:uiuaiH,J    noo   ;e,^^^^^^^^  -'.tly  Ion.  w„r.  a  ,..' 

natural  bods.  '  ^  "^'^^'   '*'^«"  "^O'"  «mouiu  than  is  umjuI  in 
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